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Crown Prince visits tomb of Queen Mother 

2* T i Higbbess Crown Prince 
H Ha^bni Talal and Her Royal Highness Princess 
Sarvath El Hassan visited on Sunday the tomb of the 
Iate_ Queen Zein, die Queen Mother, on the fourth 
anniversary of her passing away. They recited verses 
oftheHoiy Koran and placed a wreath on the tomb. 
HRH PrinceMoha mma d , the King’s personal repre- 
sentative, HRH Princess Basma along with Royal 
family members and senior Royal Court officials vis- 
ited die tomb. 
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Regent attends Hijri new year celebrations 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
H Hassan bin Talal, the Regent, on Sunday sent a 
cable to His Majesty King Hussein congramlanng 
him on the Hijri new year which falls Monday. The 
Regent also attended a festival held on the occasion or 
the Hijri new* year. Addressing the audience. h e 
expressed his gratitude for those concerned with sci- 
ence and education. He also called for bridging the 
gap between the generation of founders and the youth, 
the festival was organised by the Ministry of Aw r qaf 
and Islamic Affairs in cooperation with A1 al Bayl 
University at Al Hussein bin Ali Auditorium. 
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U.S. mediators hit Israeli 
hard line in latest mission 



NO QUESTIONS: Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu waves off questions 
from journalists Sunday as he and U.S. Special Middle East Envoy Dennis Ross (right) 
head for their second meeting in the Israeli premier's offices after a brief photo-op 
(Reuters photo) 

Netanyahu says if PNA declares 
a state, it will be another Iraq 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu claimed Sunday that 
“another Iraq” could be created in the Middle 
East if a Palestinian stale is created without 
Israel’s 

Speaking on t& F6x Television Network, Ml 
N etanyahu advised Palestinian National Author- 
ity President Yasser Arafat against unilaterally 
declaring an independent stale if the current 
peace process breaks down once again. 

“Our concern is that if something is done to 
create a Palestinian state, it could turn out to be 
another Iran, another Iraq on our doorstep,” Ml 
N etanyahu said. 

“And you can imagine that we feel more than 
uncomfortable with that unhappy thought” 

Ml Netanyahu was responding to questions 
about Ml Arafat’s declaration that he may 
declare an independent Palestinian state if there 
is no move to final status negotiations by May 4. 

“What we want is a negotiated solution that 


will give the Palestinians the ability to run their 
own lives, but none... of the abilities to threaten 
our lives,” Mr. Netanyahu said, adding: “Wr 
think such a balance could be struck.” 

Ml Netanyahu reiterated that Israel’s negotiat- 
ing stance is based on security considerations. 

“Suppose you give up_. too much land. When 
you give up too much land, you end up having 
40,000 kids who are travelling on the roads of 
Judea- Samaria, and their bus sets blown up. 

‘The ticket comes to me. The responsibility is 
mine,” Ml Netanyahu said. 

Meanwhile, senior Palestinian officials in the 
West Bank warned Sunday that high-level 
Mideast talks in London next week are a last 
chance for the peace process and hinted at a 
resumption of resistance should the meeting fail. 

Ahmed Qoureia, speaker of die Palestinian 
Legislative Council, said the planned meeting 
May 4 between Israeli Palestinian and U.S. lead- 
ers “is the last chance for us to achieve success.” 


Israelis protest Olmert’s proposal 
to annex suburbs to Jerusalem 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — U.S. 
mediators ran into an 
Israeli hard line over the 
key issue of West Bank 
troop withdrawals as they 
shuttled Sunday between 
Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary 
of State Martin Indyk and 
Special Middle East Envoy 
Dennis Ross met with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu for a 
second time on Sunday 
after three hours of talks 
the previous evening. 

But the talks failed to win 
any progress towards over- 
coming Mr. Netanyahu's 
opposition to U.S. propos- 
als for a long-overdue 
Israeli troop pullback from 
the West Bank. 

In the evening Mr. Ross 
and Mr. Indyk were to meet 
in Gaza City with Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat, 
whose aides repeated calls 
for the United States to 
force Israel to accept its 
proposals. 

.The latest U.S. mission 
aims to pave the way for 
separate meetings in Lon- 
don between U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright and the two lead- 
ers, (hiring which Washing- 
ton has said it will put its 
package proposal on the 
table. 

But in a sign of the Israeli 
government's hard-line, 
Mr. Netanyahu’s officials 
dismissed the troop pull- 
back issue at the heart of 
the U.S. package proposal. 

Mr. Netanyahu and the 
U.S. mediators Have not yet 
even begun to tackle the 
controversial issue of the 
size of a troop withdrawal, 
Mr. Netanyahu’s press 
adviser, David Bar-Ill an. 
said. 

“There has been no dis- 
cussion of numbers per se 
with the Americans Mr. 
Bar-HJan said. 

Mr. Bar-Hlan said U.S. 
mediators must “first 
resolve” the issue of Pales- 
tinian compliance to a 
series of Israeli demands 
over a crackdown on anti- 
Israeli groups before tack- 
ling the withdrawals issue. 

He said Washington 
should instead focus on 
sealing deals over a series 
of side issues, particularly 
ffie opening of an airport 
and joint industrial zone in 
Gaza. 

“The top priority of the 
(Continued on page 3) 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Angry 
Israelis on Sunday disrupted 
traffic, set tyres alight and 
threatened to boycott inde- 
pendence day celebrations to 
protest a proposed annexation 
of their suburban communi- 
ties to Jerusalem. 

Any change in the status of 
Jerusalem could upset the 
fragile Israeli-Palesnnian 
peace talks. Israel claims the 
entire city as its capital while 


the Palestinians want the east- 
ern sector as capital of their 
future state. 

And many of those living 
on Jerusalem’s outskirts said 
the plan to bring their com- 
munities under the municipal 
umbrella would undamine 
their suburban and rural 
lifestyle as well as destroy 
forestland in the Judean 
mountains. 

Some Israelis have called 


for a westward municipal 
expansion to boost both 
Jerusalem's Jewish popula- 
tion — more than a quarter of 
the city’s residents are Pales- 
tinians — as well as that of 
secular Jews, offsetting the 
rapid growth in the popula- 
tion of ultra-religious Jews. 

The Jerusalem municipali- 
ty has said that the 

(Continued on page 3) 


Israel at 50: Israelis have never been more divided 


By Howard Gofler 

Reuters 

TEL AVIV — Israel celebrates 
half a century of statehood this 
week facing a battery of heavy- 
weight U.S. envoys aiming to 
push it closer to its founding 
dream of pease with its Arab 
neighbours. 

U.S. drvpy Dennis Ross, 
whose country has remained 
Israel’s closest ally since the 
creation of the Jewish state in 
1948, arrived on Saturday to 
launch yet another bid to 
achieve the goal 

His aim: to get Israelis and 
Palestinians to take another 
incremental step towards their 
self-imposed deadline for a 
final peace deal 53 weeks away. 

Fifty years ago this Thursday 
Israel’s founders led by David 
Ben-Gurion, die first prime 
rmraster, signed a declaration of 
independence. 

The document offered “peace . 
and good ndghbouriiness” to 
neighbouring Arab stales and 
their peoples. 

Israel has since made peace 
with Egypt in 197*) and Joiikm 


in 1994 and sealed interim 
deals with the Palestinians start- 
ing in 1993. It remains formally 
at war with Syria and Lebanon. 

A final peace with the Pales- 
tinians, occupants of the same 
land until Israel's establishment 
on parts of what had been 
British-mandated . Palestine, 
remains elusive. 

While Israelis celebrate in 
ceremony and song, Mr. Ross, 
U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Martin Indyk and US. 
Vice President Al Gore will be 
in foe region trying to coax 
Israeli and Palestinian leaders to 
end their deadlock. 

Peace talks have beat in crisis 
for more than a year over the 
issues of Jewish settlement 
expansion, charges of lax Pales- 
tinian han dling of IslamisK and 
a row over the size of a long- 
delayed Isaeli transfer of more 
land to Palestinian rule. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu is at odds 
with the United States and 
Pal estinian s over a proposal 
that Israel hand over another 13 
per cent of the West Bank. 

lie N al* i thiesrtoning to 


annex parts of the West Bank if 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat, meant to be his peace 
partner, carries out a vow to um- 
laicraily declare an independent 
state in 1999 in the absence of a 
final peace deal 

The United States has played 
down any expectations of a 
breakthrough in the 10 days of 
mediation culminating in Lon- 
don on May 4 when U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine 
Albright will meet both Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Netanyahu — 
separately. 

The two men have not seen 
each other since they met seven 
months ago at the Israd-Gaza 
border. The meeting ended after 
two-and-a-half hours with nei- 
ther of them speaking to 
reporters. 

Israel launches its 50th 
anni versary festivities with a 
torchlight ceremony and the 
blowing of rams’ hems in 
Jerusalem after sundown on 

Wednesday night. 

On Thursday. Israeli forces 
will stage fly-pasts, naval 
shows and parachute jumps 
before the celebrations climax 


with a “jubilee bells” extrava- 
ganza at a Jerusalem stadium. 

Despite the positive spin — 
the jubilee theme song is about 
''togetherness” — Israelis are 
anything but uni Led ax 50. 

An opinion poll for the 
Maariv newspaper last week 
showed Israelis as divided 
today as they were on election 
day in 1996 when Ml 
N etanyahu defeated then Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
by less than one per cent of the 
vote. 

The new poll showed Mr. 
Netanyahu, a right-winger who 
reluctantly inherited the peace 
deals from Ml Peres’s govern- 
ment, tied with the new Labour 
Party leader, former army chief 
Ebnd Barak, Both have the sup- 
pat of 40 percent of voters. 

The divisions left and right 
are given further expression in 
this 50th anniversary week. 

Demonstrators from Israel’s 
Peace Now movement, picket- 
ing die prime minister's resi- 
dence where Mr. Netanyahu 
met Mr. Ross on Saturday 
night, held up posters depicting 
ilk.* Israeli lender in diapers 


King 

reiterates call 
for Israel to 
‘restart’ peace 

COPENHAGEN (AFP) — 
King Hussein called on haael 
Sunday to breathe new Lite 
into the Mideast peace process 
before it collapsed, in an inter- 
view with a Danish newspa- 
per 

The peace process is “still 
alive bin is close to breaking 
up”, the King told JvUands- 
Posten in an interview pub- 
lished on the eve of a three- 
day official visit starting Mon- 
day. 

T hope that Israel will con- 
tribute in one way or another 
to achieving the progress 
which is so badly needed.” he 
said. 

The King, who spoke of his 
disappointment at the continu- 
ing stalemate after a meeting 
earlier this month with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, said the prospect 
of peace was bleak. 

He said he would be dis- 
cussing die situation with 
Danish Premier Poul Nyrup 
Rasmussen during his stay. 
King Hussein and Queen 
Noor are the guests of Danish 
sovereign Queen Margrethe. 


‘Arab countries 
approaching 
poverty line 
for water’ 

CAIRO (AFP) — The popu- 
lation explosion in the Arab 
World is setting the stage for a 
regional water crisis by 2030. 
Egyptian Water Resources 
Minister Mahmud Abu Zeid 
said Sunday. 

“The Arab World is feeing a 
water crisis because of demo- 
graphic growth which is 
increasing consumption of 
resources already in short sup- 
ply." he told the government 
newspaper Al Ahram. 

“In 2030, Arab countries 
will be confronted by grave 
crises in the potable water sup- 
ply because the sources are 
outside their borders.” he 
warned as a conference on 
Arab water opened here Sun- 
day. 

He said “the water resources 
of 22 Arab states do not 
exceed 150 billion cubic 
metres, of which 60 per cent 
originates outside” their bor- 
ders. “The annual per capira 
portion of water for Arabs wiD 
fell from the current 1.500 
cubic metres to less than 750 
cubic meters in 2030 because 
the number of Arab citizens 
will increase from 250 million 
to 600 million by then.” he 
said. 


Regent calls on scholars to 
help activate joint Arab action 


AMMAN (Petra.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prinoe El Hassan bin Talal. 
the Regent, called Sunday 
for the tackling of critical 
causes facing the Arab 
World in a serious and 
objective manner, stressing 
the need for Arab scholars 
and research centres as well 
as universities to support 
.Arab stands and proposals 
such as the issue of 
refugees. 

In the concluding session 
of the meetings of the Arab 
Thought Forum (ATF), the 
Regent called for making 
dear the Arab stand towards 
violence and terrorism on 


the basis of the Islamic and 
Arab codes of conduct. 

The Crown Prince under- 
lined “the importance of 
giving due concern to the 
world around us in order to 
develop our capabilities for 
serving Arab interests.” 

He also emphasised the 
need for providing the 
media with the latest Arab 
studies and researches and 
“to bridge the gap between 
fathers and sons which is 
probably more important 
than the gap between the 
decision-makers and schol- 
ars.” 

The Regent called for 
exploiting the youth ener- 


gies and potentials and to 
involve the youth in the 
decision-making process. 

Prince El Hassan pointed 
out that the ATF groups the 
elite Arab scholars and intel- 
ligentsia who represent 
most of the political schools 
in the Arab World. 

He underlined the impor- 
tance of “calm diplomacy 
and constructive dialogue so 
as to fight several economic 
and political challenges fac- 
ing the Arab World,” noting 
that “Arab scholars can acti- 
vate Arab joint action 
through giving focus to 
issues of common interest.” 


Iraq says threats over 
U.N. sanctions serious 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq on 
Sunday again demanded an 
end to U.N. trade sanctions 
against it and said Iraqi 
statements that its foes 
would pay a heavy price if 
they were maintained 
should be taken seriously. 

Iraqi Culture and Infor- 
mation Minister Humam 
Abdul-Khaleq Abdul-Gha- 
fur said Monday's U.N. 
Security Council talks in 
New York on U.N. arms 
inspections in Iraq over the 
last six months should 
focus only on lifting the 
embargo. 

“The world and all the 
just people in it, if they 
want the relations between 
Iraq and the Security Coun- 
cil and the 1U.N.J Special 
Commission to stabilise on 
a basis of justness, they 
should immediately deal 
with the issue of the embar- 
go seriously,” Mr. Abdul- 
Ghafur said. 


“They should take seri- 
ously the statements issued 
by the Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council, the Iraq 
leadership [of the Baath 
Party] and the cabinet, and 
nothing else,” he added in a 
statement carried by the 
official Iraqi News Agency 
(INA). 

Mr. Abdul-Ghafor said 
visits by U.N. weapons 
inspectors to Iraq’s so- 
called eight presidential 
sites — the focus of a 
recent crisis with the Unit- 
ed Nations — showed that 
□o banned weapons were 
hidden there. 

The visits ended on April 
3 and were carried out 
under a deal signed with 
U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan on Feb. 23 
which defused the crisis 
and averted a U.S. military 
strike against Iraq. 

On Thursday. Iraq's cabi- 
net said after a meeting 


chaired by Iraqi President 
Sad dam Hussein that Bagh- 
dad's enemies would pay a 
heavy price if the sanctions 
imposed after Iraq’s 1990 
invasion of Kuwait were 
allowed to drag on. 

The cabinet said the 
world had two options: 
either lifting the embargo 
or maintaining it, adding 
the first choice would lead 
to some sort of relationship 
and understanding while 
the second would prompt a 
“new state of affairs." 

On Saturday a govern- 
ment newspaper said Iraq 
insisted on breaking the 
embargo this year if the 
United Nations did not lift 
it. 

The Security Council is 
due to discuss on Monday a 
bi-annual report by Richard 
Butler, chairman of the 
U.N. Special Commission 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israeli army destroys Bedouin camp 
near site of West Bank shooting 


HEBRON (AFP) — The 
Israeli army has destroyed 
five Bedouin tents near the 
site of the fatal shooting of 
a Jewish settler, an Israeli 
army spokesman said Sun- 
day. 

The Bedouin had erected 
the tents “illegally on 
domain land” between the 
Jewish settlements of Maon 
and Sussia to the south of 
this southern West Bank 


town, the spokesman said. 

But the spokesman said 
that no action had been 
taken against two caravans 
Jewish settlers had illegally 
installed in the same area. 

The army had issued an 
order not to build on the 
site, but had limited its 
action to negotiations with 
the Maon settlers, the 
spokesman said. 

The senlers installed the 


caravans with a view to cre- 
ating a new district of their 
settlement following the 
death of a Jewish settler last 
Sunday. 

The settler was killed and 
a Palestinian severely 
wounded when a group of 
Palestinians from the near- 
by town of Yatta cried to 
enter the Arab land which 
the settlers had seized to 
install the caravans. 



Peace Now activists demonstrate in front of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu's residence, holding pla- 
card showing Netanyahu strangling a dove which sym- 
bolise the peace process Sunday (AFP photo) 


strangling a dove of peace. 

On independence day, right- 
wingers who support Mr. 
Netanyahu plan a demonstra- 
tion by the thousands at Gabal 
Abu Gbneim, the Jewish settle- 
ment at the heart of the Middle 
East peacemaking crisis. The)' 
hope to pressure Mr. 
Netanyahu to accelerate con- 
struction. 

But Ze’ev Chafets, columnist 
for the Jerusalem Report masa- 
/iiv. viiii«iti!xiilcrs ucrc wrong 


to see the divisions as a sign that 
Israelis feel they have nothing 
toextoL 

He said most would celebrate 
independence day the way they 
always do — at the beach, at a 
barbecue or in the synagogue. 

“Maturity, and not malaise, is 
the reason that people aren’t 
fired up by the official jubilee 
festivities.” be wrote. "Most 
Israelis are very proud of this 
remarkable country and not a 
feu u* are in l»w t* with il” 



Arab Bank is honoured 
to convey to 




and to the 

Arab & Islamic nations 

its most cordial wishes and 
greetings 
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Iranian president calls for greater 
Islamic cooperation against Israel 


TEHRAN (AFFi — Iranian 
President Mohammad Khata- 
mi on Sunday called tor 
greater Islamic cooperation 
against Israel in a meeting here 
with Syrian Vice President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam. 

“Islamic and .Arab countries 
should emphasise their com- 
mon views to benefit more 
from the difficult situation 
Israel finds itself in." Mr. 
Khatami told state radio. 


He called for cooperation 
between Iran and Syria within 
the Organisation of the Islam- 
ic Conference (OlC).of which 
Iran is currently president. 

Mr Khaddam, who left Iran 
after meeting Mr. Khatami, 
also urged the Muslim World 
to “avoid division in a bid to 
solve their problems.” 

He said Tehran and Damas- 
cus had “identical views'* on 
issues raised in talks in Tehran. 


and submitted a message from 
Syrian President Hafez Assad 
inviting Mr. Khatami to visit 
Syria. 

The two countries have 
enjoyed close relations ever 
since the 1980-88 Iran- Iraq 
war when Syria was virtually 
the only Arab country ro side 
with Iran. 

The Syrian official, who was 
accompanied by Syrian For- 
eign Minister Farouk A1 


Shuraa, also discussed Israel's 
offer to withdraw from south- 
ern Lebanon in return for 
security guarantees. 

Iran and Syria have both 
rejected the Israeli proposal, 
demanding an unconditional 
withdrawal. 

Tehran has described the 
Israeli initiative as a “trick” to 
divert public attention away 
from the deadlock in the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 


Israel goes on security alert 
ahead of jubilee celebration 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel 
put its security forces on 
heightened alert Sunday to 
prevent possible Arab 
revenge attacks in the run-up 
to celebrations this week of 
Israel’s 50th anniversary. 

Some 30.000 soldiers and 
policemen were deployed in 
the major cities. Jewish set- 
tlements in the occupied ter- 
ritories and around sites 
where anniversary celebra- 
tions are planned. Israel 
Radio said. 

A police spokesman con- 
firmed that extra forces were 
being deployed throughout 
the week, but declined to give 


figures. 

Police said they had 
received no specific warnings 
of attacks by Islamists or 
other Palestinian activists but 
were deploying extra forces 
as a precautionary measure. 

Hamas has vowed revenge 
attacks on Israel following 
the assassination last month 
of its chief bomb-maker. 
Mohieddin Sharif. 

Palestinian police said 
Sharif was killed by fellow 
Hamas in a power struggle, 
but leaders of the group 
rejected this and insisted he 
was killed by Israeli agents. 

Israel’s annual day in 


remembrance of soldiers 

killed in Israeli- Arab wars 
will be held from sundown 
Tuesday to sundown 
Wednesday, when indepen- 
dence day begins. 

The major ceremony mark- 
ing 50 years since Israel’s 
creation is scheduled for 
Thursday night in Jerusalem 
and will be attended by U.S. 
Vice President AJ Gore. 

The celebration marks the 
proclamation of Israeli inde- 
pendence on May 14. 194S. 
Israel observes the anniver- 
sary according to the Jewish 
calendar date, which this year 
falls on April 30. 


Palestinian official in Syria 
ahead of possible Arafat visit 


DAMASCUS (AP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
.Arafat intends to visit Dam- 
ascus to seek Syria's sup- 
port for the Palestinians in 
the deadlocked peace talks 
with Israel, an official of the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) said. 

Mr. Arafat' and Syrian 
President Hafez Assad have 
had tense .relations for 
years. Their ties grew more 
strained after the Palestini- 
ans signed peace accords 
with Israel in 1993. which 
ran counter to Mr. Assad's 
view that the Arabs should 
insist on an overall peace 
with Israel. 

Mr. Arafat has “the inten- 
tion to visit Syria to bolster 
Arab solidarity over the 
Palestinian cause.” Intissar 


AI Wazir. minister of social 
affairs in the PNA. told The 
Associated Press late Satur- 
day. 

She is on a week-long 
visit to Syria delivering ver- 
bal messages from Mr. 
Arafat to Damascus-based 
Palestinian groups, which 
oppose the peace deal with 
Israel. 

Palestinian sources said 
the messages dealt with the 
need for Palestinian unity 
“to face the complicated and 
intractable situation in the 
occupied Arab territories." 
The sources said the Syrian 
side has shown no serious 
objection ro Mr, Arafat's 
possible visit to Damascus. 

Mr. Assad, during a trip to 
Cairo in mid-April, said his 
country is open to any Arab 


citizen when he was asked 
about a possible visit to 
Syria by Mr. ArafaL 

The PLO leader has trav- 
elled to Syria twice since 
signing the accord with 
Israel. He and Mr. Assad 
also had a brief meeting in 
Cairo in 1996. 

Ms. Al Wazir met with 
senior Syrian officials in 
addition to holding talks 
with Palestinian opposition 
groups, including Hamas 
movement. 

Israeli-Palestinian negoti- 
ations have failed to 
advance since March last 
year when Israel began 
building a Jewish settle- 
ments in Arab east 
Jerusalem, where Palestini- 
ans want as the capital of 
their future state. 


Kuwait’s 
government 
liable for 
landmine 
death 


KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwait 
court ordered the state to 
pay the family of a land- 
mine victim S32.760 in 
blood money, a newspaper 
reported on Sunday. 

The court of cassation 
ordered the Kuwaiti 
finance minister to pay the 
blood money and attorney 
fees to the heirs of a shep- 
herd killed in a landmine 
blast five years ago while 
grazing camels in a desert 
area in the northwest of the 
country, the Arab Times 
reported. 

The nationality of the 
shepherd was not dis- 
closed. 

The Kuwaiti interior min- 
istry said oo Saturday that 
two Bangladeshi shepherds 
were killed last week in a 
landmine explosion. Some 
40 Bangladeshi shepherds 
have been killed in recent 
years in Kuwait in similar 
explosions. 

Iraqi troops had left 
behind many landmines 
and bombs after being dri- 
ven out from Kuwait Tn the 
1991 Gulf war by a U.S.- 
led international alliance. 

Tens of thousands of 
mines were cleared after 
the Gulf war but experts 
say wind-shifted sands 
make it difficult to ensure 
that any desert area in 
Kuwait is fully safe. 


Israel to publish list of Holocaust victims’ property 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — An Israeli state 
agency announced Sunday that it would 
publish for the first time a list of 1.836 
unclaimed parcels of land in Israel owned 
by presumed victims of the Holocaust. 

The land was sold prior to World War U 
to European Jews in an effort ro attract 
immigrants and raise funds and is now 
worth tens of millions of dollars, said 
Shlomi Kravitz. head of the Jewish 
National Fund which manages the prop- 
erties. 

“We are soon going to publish the 
names of the properly owners in the 
newspapers and distribute the list through 


Jewish organisations worldwide." Mr. 
Kravitz said on Israel Radio. 

Mr. Kravitz acknowledged that the Jew- 
ish National Fund “has shown some neg- 
ligence over the years" in trying to track 
down the owners of the land or their 
descendants. 

He said the agency, which manages the 
state lands which make up most of Israel, 
was pushed into action by the decision 
last year by Swiss banks to publicise the 
names of dormant account holders. 

“If the goys {non-Jews] can take this 
kind of initiative, it would be immoral to 
say the least for us not to follow suiL." he 


said. 

Last year Israel’s main banks also 
announced that they would publish the 
names of holders of dormant accounts 
who were presumed killed by the Nazis or 
disappeared during the first Arab-Lsraeli 
war in 1948. 

Some of the banks have already 
released the lists but others have vet to act. 

In 1939. the British administration 
which ruled Palestine at the time froze ail 
bank accounts of German Jews or of per- 
sons living in countries conquered by the 
Nazis under legislation barring “transac- 
tions with residents of enemy countries." 



SHEVARDNADZE, ALIYEV MEET DEMIREL IN TURKEY: Turkish President 
Suleiman Demire! (R> Sunday meets his Georgian counterpart Eduard Shevard- 
nadze (L) and Azerbaijan President Haydar Aliyev (C) at the airport in the Black 
Sea city of Trabzon. The three presidents met here before flying to attend a 
groundbreaking ceremony at the Deriner Dam, in northwest Turkey close to the 
Georgia border (Reuters photo) 


Somali faction threatens to 
disrupt Baidoa conference 


NAIROBI i AFP) — A Soma- 
li militia commander Sunday 
threatened ro launch an attack 
on the central-south town of 
Baidoa if other faction leaders 
tried to hold a reconciliation 
conference there next iWonth. 

Colonel Hassan Mohamed 
Nut “Shatigudud," comman- 
der of the Rahanwein Resis- 
tance Army (RRA). which is 
fighting against forces loyal to 
warlord Hussein Aideed. told 
-AFP in an interview here that 
his faction will not allow the 
conference to take place on 
May 15. 

• “Any attempt to hold a con- 
ference will trigger violence. 


We want all factions to negoti- 
ate a peace agreement satis- 
factory to all Somalis." CoL 
Shatigudud said 

The RRA has been fighting 
to expel -Aideed militiamen 
from Baidoa. Mr. Aideed’s 
fighters have occupied the 
town since 1995 when they 
seized the town from the local 
Rahanwein clan. 

“The primary fault with the 
decision to hold the peace 
conference in Baidoa is that 
Baidoa is a war zone." said 
Col. Shatigudud whose name 
mea ns the red shin. 

He added that his faction did 
not trust Mr. Aideed who has 


pledged to withdraw his 
forces from Baidoa ahead of 
the reconciliation conference 
aimed at se tting up a national 
government for Somalia. 

Somalia has been ruled by 
• feuding warlords since the 
overthrow of the dictator 
Mohammad Siad Bane in 
1991. 

CoL Shatigudud dismissed 
as “rubbish" Mogadishu 
newspaper reports that his fac- 
tion was receiving weapons 
from neighbouring Ethiopia 

“If we were provided with 
more weapons. Aideed’s mili- 
tia would not be in Baidoa" 
be said 


French frigate visits Kuwait for joint naval exercises 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — The French 
frigate Floreal arrived in Kuwait on Sun- 
day to take part in joint naval exercises in 
the northern Gulf, the official news agency 
KUNA reported. 

The 2.700-tonne frigate with a crew of 89 
is due to stay in the emirate for five days. 


Paris and Kuwait City, which carry out 
joint military manoeuvres on a regular 
basis, signed a defence pact in 1992. 
France was a member of the U.S.-led coali- 
tion which evicted Iraqi occupation troops 
in the 1991 Gulf war. 


NEWS 
IN BRIEF 


Drug-laden camel 
caravan seized in Iran 

TEHRAN (AF) — A camel 
caravan carrying more than 
2 tonnes of narcotics was 
seized in a drag bust by Iran- 
ian police in the mountain- 
ous north-eastern Khorasao 
province, the official Islamic 
Republic News Agency 
reported Sunday. Police con- 
fiscated 2.1 metric tonnes of 
opium. 20 camels that woe 
being used to transport the 
drags and some light 
weapons last week, the 
agency said It said the 
smugglers fled and were 
being sought The repot did 
not indicate where the cara- 
van originated. 

Two members of Saudi 
anti-drug squad killed in 
gun battle 

RIYADH (AFP) — Two 
members of a Saudi anti- 
drug squad were killed in a 
gun battle with traffickers 
near the Yemeni border, AI 
Riyadh' newspaper reported 
on Sunday. The incident 
took place in the southern 
border region of Najran 
overnight Wednesday- 
Tbursday, it said without 
specifying if the traffickers 
were seized or if they man- 
aged to smuggle the drags 
into the kingdom. 

Israel to participate 
for first time in 
China arms show 

TEL AVTV ( AFP) — Israel 
will participate for the first 
time next month in a mili- 
tary electronics show in 
China, exhibiting advanced 
electronic warfare, intelli- 
gence and communications 
systems, the Israeli defence 
ministry announced Sunday. 
Rxnr defence firms, Elisra. 
El-Op. Raphael and Tadiran, 
will take port in the May 12- 
15 CIDEX fair in Beijing, 
die ministry said in a state- 
ment. 



Israel and the U.N. — 50 tumultuous years 


By Michel Leclercq 

Agence France Press? 

UNITED NATIONS — The 
first 50 years of Israel’s rela- 
tions with the United Nations 
have been tumultuous — fre- 
quently marked by mistrust 
and sometimes open hostility. 

Ironically the founding act of 
the state of Israel came here on 
Nov. 29. 1947. during a stormy 
session of the U.N. General 
Assembly which voted 
despite fierce opposition from 
Arab members, to divide 
Palestine into Jewish and Arab 
states. 

That vote led to the estab- 
lishment of Israel five and a 
half months later. 

But relations between the 
Jewish state and the 
international organisation have 
always been difficult. 

"Relations between Israel 
and the UN. have always been 
tease and this eoes back to the 


birth of Israel." said Arthur 
Berger of the American Jewish 
Committee. 

The General Assembly, 
dominated by non-aligned 
countries that mostly support 
the Palestinian cause, has 
voted on many oecasioas to 
condemn Israel for various 
policies; these have largely 
been ignored by Israel. 

In a-recent action, 120-mem- 
ber states voted to denounce 
Israel’s policies allowing Jew- 
ish settlements in the occupied 
territories and Arab east 
Jerusalem. Only the United 
States and Micronesia 
opposed the resolution. 

The most bitter pill For Israel 
was probably the 1975 resolu- 
tion calling Zionism “racist 
and imperialist.” 

This resolution was a 
“humiliating slap in the face." 
according to Israeli parliamen- 
tary leader. Dan Tichon. 

The symbolic measure was 


revoked in 1994 as part of the 
move toward Arab- Israeli 
peace discussions. 

Still. Israel believes it has 
been treated poorly by the 
United Nations, which may 
explain why successive Israeli 
governments have refused to 
allow UN. involvement in the 
peace process. 

“Over the years, the most 
unjust is that Israel is the only 
member of the LIN. which has 
never been a member of a 
regional group. Therefore 
Israel is unable to qualify for a 
rotating seat in one of the 
major U.N. bodies like the 
Security Council." said Mr. 
Berger. 

“History has shown us that 
the U.N. has been less than 
objective." 

But a U.N. official who 
declined to be identified said 
relations between the organi- 
sation and Israel have 
improved since Kofi Annan 


became secretary general in 
1997. 

Mr. Annan flew to Israel ear- 
lier this year and met with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, which 
may signal a new start in UN.- 
Israeli relations. 

“Relations are better now 
than they have been in the 
past” the official said. 

This apparent rapproche- 
ment has worried Arab coun- 
tries. This was in evidence 
when Mr. Annan gave a rela- 
tive endorsement of Israel’s 
conditional offer to withdraw 
forces from southern Lebanon. 

Backers of Israel say, how- 
ever. it is high time the United 
Nations make amends. 

“There s still a lot of things 
which have to change in the 
UN. system, but when you 
have leadership that is willin g 
to admit the mistakes of the 
past, I think it is on the right 
track." 


IORDAN TELEVISION 

TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

15:00 Animated Classics 

15:55 National Geographic 

16:50 Heidi (pi. 1 I 

17i 35 Feature film — “In the 
Line of Dusty" 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme 

l<h30 News headline 

19i35 Comedy — Hope and 
Glory 

20:00 Favourite Film 

20:00 Special programme on the 
30th anniversary of Jordan Televi- 
sion 

21:00 Varieties 

21:15 Marker 

22:00 Film — “Sweet Revenge” 
23:50 Phil Collins — Live In 
Paris (Songs and Music) 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:26 Fajr 

05:50 .(Sunrise) Duha 

J2-.33. .Dhuhr 

16:12 ‘Asr 

19:17 .Maghreb 

20:41 'kha 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Chun* 
Sweffieb! Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies oF God Church Tel* 
4632785 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
46245553/4624811. 

Sl Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 77 1751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tet, 568S404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 8 II 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
BehTcL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church Tel 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Churc h TeL 7 75261 
WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Relative cold weather conditions 
will prevail, skies cloudy to partly 
cloudy with a chance of scattered 
showers in the northern and cen- 
tral parts of the Kingdom, and 
winds westerly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, skies will be 
partly cloudy, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 

MUiiMax. temp. 


Ammaa 

09/19 

17/30 


10/21 

Jordan Valley — 

....I5C6 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
.Amman 24. Aqaba 33 Humidity’ 
readings: Amman 48 per cent, 
Aqaba 26 percenL 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Naser ,-,....751144 

Dr. NidalAs’ad .....75167: 

Dr. Abdul Rahim Mustafa 744685 

Dr. IssamAsmar 890504 

Firas pharmacy J>66]912 

Ferdows pharmacy ....778336 

.AJ Asema pharmacy ......4637055 


Nairoukh pharmacy 4623672 

Al SaJam pharmacy 4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 4644945 

5hmeisani pharmacy .4637660 

Najib pharmacy $47632 

IRBID: 

Dc Mazen Abu Bakir 276S52 
Al Quds pharmacy .................I — > 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Hafez Salfiti 914144 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9854 1 7 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 4637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 
—5661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

,4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rew^FWicc 192 46211 11.4637777 

Fire Brigade .. 4617101 

Blood Bank — .. 775121 

Highway Police _...845402 

Traffic Police S96390 

Public Security DepL 4630321 

Hotel Complaints ....5605800 

Price Complaints .5661 176 

C*np!inrs _897467 
Amman Munidpalitv Complaints 

— - ' 787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) .... — .. 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .462310? 

AWaliTel. Repair* 5661 101 

Jordan Television ... .7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority .....815615 

Electric Power Co -463638 1 

RJ Flight Infermation....44-53200 
Queen .Alia lml. Airport ....44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

.AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Special 

Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic. AMh 56661? 1/7 

Hussein Medical Centre TeL S368I3. 
S56S56 

Luzmila ,4630195 

Khalidi Maternity, 46442S 1/6 

Akileh Maternity. .4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani .5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669131 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital .45667227/9 

Al-Ahli. Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhaireen ...777101/3 
Al- 

Bashir..... 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marfca _S9l6l 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...5602240/50 
Amal Hospital ....£674 155 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 



(0919833^3 

Zarqa 

National Hospital 

rnoionn^vn 

Ibn Sina Hospital..^ ..(09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
ifiOiqcinoq 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

|f)?t‘ 1 77?7«i 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
(021247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital <03)5141 J I 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

international 

AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jonhmiun tRJ) information 
depanmem at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
t-f-t 1532QO-5. when' it should 
alHays be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone \S270Ui 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian iRJ) Flights 
07:45 Sanaa (RJ) 


O9l 50 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:30 Damascus iRJ) 

IfclO - New Delhi (RJi 

10:25 JBeirut (RJ; 

10:50 ..... Dubai, Abu Dhabi (.RJ) 

* 7: 05 Cairo (RJ) 

17:30 London (RJ) 

17:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1&45 Kuwait (RJ) 

19:40 ......Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

19:45 ..Bangkok (RJ) 

00:30 Milan (add) (RJi 

03:50 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

HWO Cairo (MS) 

14: *2 -Bahrain (GF) 

15:115 ...Vienna (OS) 

15:40 Doha(QR) 

15:45 ... Khartoum 1 SD) 

19:05 .... Frankfurt (LH) 

15:45 Dubai (EK) 

22:15 - -Istanbul (SD) 

22:2s .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:45 - -Athens. Beirut (OA) 

01:30 Amsterdam. Damascus (EK) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

10:20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Marita Airpon) 
(RW) 

22:15 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIAKRW) 

23:25 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJi Flights 

06:45 BeirutlRJ) 

11:45 — Frankfurt. London (RJ) 
12:20 .-Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

12:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

13:00 ...Aqaba, Milan (add) (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) 

21:40 Damascus (RJ) 

21:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:45 .Abu Dhabi iRJ) 

21:15 — .Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

22:15 — Dubai Muscat (RJJ 

23:40 — .Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:15 — .Istanbul (TK> 

06:35 Lamaca(CY) 

07:30 — - Paris (AF) 

08:20 London (AF) 

08=45 ...-^......^..Beinn (ME) i 

1130 — Cairo l^^S) 

15:00 — .....Bahrain (GF) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) . 

16-30 DohatQR) 

16:45 _ Jbtanbul (SDJ ^ 

20:45 Dubai I EK) ; 


23:10 _..,Tel Aviv (LY) . . 

23:15 ... Khartoum (SD) : 

02:30 ^AmstenJam (KL) ! 

Royal Wings (RW) 

08:00 Aqaba (from Marka Aiqxtt) j 
(RW, - ; 

20:45 _Tel Aviv (from QAIA) (RW) \ 
21-30 — Aqaba (from QAIA.) (RW) ; 
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Acting Prime Minister Abdullah Ensour welcomes the visiting Ukrainian defence 
minister upon his arrival in Amman (Petra photo) 


Ukrainian defence minister 
arrives for talks on bilateral ties 


News 
in Brief 

Regent congratulates 
Mandela on national 
day 

AMMAN (Petra) — 
HRH Crown Prince El 
Hassan bin Talal, the 
Regent, sent a cable 
Sunday to South 
African President Nel- 
son Mandela congratu- 
lating him personally 
and on behalf of the 
Jordanian people and 
government on his 
country’s national day. 

German standards 
expert inspects RSS 
facility 

AMMAN (J.T. ) — A 
senior assessor from the 
German Calibration 
Service (DKD) visited 
the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS) over the 
past days to make the 
final technical assess- 
ment needed for granti- 
ng international accred- 
itation to the Standards 
and Calibration Labora- 
tory at the RSS Elec- 
tronic Services and 
Training Centre in the 
field of DC measure- 
ment, according to an 
RSS press release. The 
assessor. Dr. Schu- 
macher, expressed his 
satisfaction with the 
resulrs and said the lab- 
oratory will be recom- 
mended for internation- 
al accreditation as a 
DKD laboratory. 

RSS, Yemeni ministry 
sign cooperation 
agreement 

SANAA (Petra) — An 
agreement was signed 
Sunday between the 
Royal Scientific Soci- 
ety (RSS) and the 
Yemeni ministry of 
water and electricity. 
The agreement aims to 
enhance bilateral coop- 
eration in making use of 
solar energy. 

Court charges nine 
with murder, other 
crimes 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
State Security Court 
charged nine persons on 
Sunday with involve- 
ment in a number of 
murder, robbery, 
embezzlement, and kid- 
napping cases. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ukrainian defence minister, 
Alexander Kozomok, 
arrived Sunday in Amman 
at the bead of a delegation 
to discuss bolstering bilat- 
eral ties with Jordan. 

In a statement upon his 
arrival, Mr. Kozomok said 
he and Jordanian officials 
will discuss upgrading 
Ukraine’s relations with the 
Kingdom in various fields 
of mutual concern. 

Mr. Kozomok said the 
Ukraine supports Jordan in 
many areas, especially in 
military fields, and appreci- 


AMMAN (Petra) — Sen- 
ate Speaker Zeid Rifai on 
Sunday said Jordan was 
looking forward to the role 
that the countries of the 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) 
could play in establishing 
peace in the Middle East 
and helping it embark on 
economic development 

At a meeting with a visit- 
ing parliamentary delega- 
tion representing NATO 
countries, Mr. Rifai said 
the lack of peace in the 
region is mainly due to 
Israel’s intransigent posi- 
tion and its attempts to 
escape from implementing 
previously signed peace 
agreements and accords. 

The world community is 
called upon to shoulder its 


ates Jordan’s role in U.N. 
peace-keeping efforts 
around the world. 

The Ukrainian minister, 
who is spending several 
days in the Kingdom, was 
welcomed by acting Prime 
Minister and acting Minis- 
ter of Defence Abdullah 
Ensour and the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff of 
the Jordan Armed Forces, 
Field Marshal Abdul Hafez 
Mirai Kaabneh. 

Dr. Ensour told journal- 
ists that Jordan seeks to 
bolster its relations with the 
Ukraine in all fields, noting 


responsibility and force the 
Israeli government to hon- 
our its commitments and 
implement U.N. resolu- 
tions on the Palestinian, 
Lebanese and Syrian 
tracks, he said. 

Mr. Rifai reviewed the 
general situation in the 
region, emphasising Jor- 
dan's principled stand on 
the achievement of a just 
and comprehensive peace. 

Also Sunday, the delega- 
tion met with the speaker 
of the Lower House of Par- 
liament. Sa’d Hayel Srour, 
who echoed Mr. Rifai’s 
call for the NATO nations 
to help bring about a just 
peace. 

Mr. Srour stressed that 
the Arab countries are 
seeking peace and have 


that 4.000 Jordanians cur- 
rently study in Ukrainian 
universities. 

Jordan is also concerned 
with promoting ties with 
the Ukraine in political and 
economic domains, he 
added. 

The Ukrainian defence 
minister and Field Marshal 
Kaabneh later reviewed the 
general situation in the 
Middle East and issues of 
common concern. 

Attending the meeting 
were Ukrainian delegation 
members and senior army 
officers. 


renounced all forms of ter- 
rorism. He stressed that 
Jordan is a staunch sup- 
porter of efforts to ensure 
that the Middle East is a 
zone free of all types of 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

For his part, the delega- 
tion leader said the NATO 
countries highly appreciate 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s efforts toward peace, 
adding that NATO is con- 
vinced of the need for 
extra efforts to establish 
peace. 

He also suggested that 
the Lower House name an 
observer to attend meet- 
ings of the parliamentary 
council of countries in the 
Mediterranean zone, which 
is affiliated to NATO. 


Senate speaker meets with visiting 
NATO parliamentary delegation 


Conference on unemployment 
in Jordan receives approval 


what's 
going on 

SCANDINAVIAN 
FILM WEEK 

* Norwegian film ‘Tier- 
man” and Swedish film 
“Sixteen / Dancing Feet” at 
the Royal Cultural Centre 
at 430 pan. and 7:00 p.m. 
respectively. 

* F innish film “Dog 
Thieves’* and Danish film 
"Pelle the Conqueror” at 
the Royal Cultural Centre 
on Tuesday, April 20, at 
430 pjn. and 7:00 pm. 
respectively. 

FILM 

* “Cet obscur objet du 
ddsir” at the French Cultur- 
al Centre, Jabal Weibdeh ai 
630 pm. and 8:30 pm. 

* Ttoo films entitled 
“Highlander” and “The 
Slow Norris — Making 
Friends” at the British 
Council, Jabal Amman on 
Tuesday. April 28 and 
Wednesday, April 29 at 

6.00 p.m. and 500 pm. 
respecti vely. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Ecuadorian 
artist Olmedo Quimbita at 
Institute Cervantes, Jabal 
Amman, until May 12. 

* Paintings by Nqji AI 
Sanjori at Hamurabi .Art 
Gallery. Gardens Street 
(Tel. 5536098), until May 
3. 

* Works by. Yassin AI 
Mohammadawi at the Ori- 
ent Gallery, Shmeisani 
(Tel 5681303/4). until 
May 7. 

* Photographic exhibi- 
tion entitled “A Tour in the 
Dead Sea” by Jaussen and 
Savignac at the French 
Cultural Centre, until April 
30. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal3m 
Majali has given permis- 
sion for a national confer- 
ence to be held on the prob- 
lem of unemployment in 
Jordan ai a date to be 
announced, according to 
government sources quoted 
by the Arabic daily AJ Ra’i 
on Sunday. 

The report quoted the 
sources as saying that the 
aims of and general mecha- 
nism for the conference 
have already been set. It 
added that Dr. Majali gave 
his consent after receiving a 
proposal from Minister of 
Ad min istrative Develop- 
ment Bassam Eraoush. 

According to the sources, 
both the private and public 
sectors will be represented 
at the meeting, during 
which several working 
papers dealing with unem- 
ployment are to be 


By Suha Ma’ayeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN —The U.S.-based 
SABIS foundation, which 
runs a group of international 
institutions including die 
International School of 
Choueifar, has developed a 
comprehensive educational 
system to enhance children’s 
development 
The SABIS educational 
system, which aims at quali- 
fying students for interna- 
tional universities and col- 


reviewed. 

The sources expressed 
belief that there are at least 

100.000 unemployed Jor- 
danians at present while 

600.000 non-Jordanians are 
working in the country. 

Last November, the Cen- 
tre for Strategic Studies 
(CSS) at the University of 
Jordan published a study 
showing that between 22 
and 27.5 per cent of Jorda- 
nians are unemployed. The 
Department to Statistics 
earlier announced the 
unemployment rate stood at 
15 per cent. 

The CSS study defined an 
unemployed person as one 
who is 15-64, able to work, 
does not hold a job. and is 
actively looking for and 
willing to accept a job. 

The study found that the 
highest rates of unemploy- 
ment affected those 
between ihe ages of 15 and 


leges by providing them with 
a well-rounded education 
based on mastery of English, 
mathematics and another 
language, was presented dur- 
ing a public meeting on Sat- 
urday. 

The SABIS system is 
geared toward providing a 
solid technological founda- 
tion for students to boost 
their intellectual efforts and 
enable them cope with con- 
tinued advancements world- 
wide. 

It also encourages partiri- 


24. It concluded that the 
responsibility of broaden- 
ing the occupational bound- 
aries of the unemployed 
falls on educational, train- 
ing, occupational and 
media institutions. 

Last week, the Ministry 
of Labour complained that 
most of the guest workers 
cun-ently working in Jordan 
do nor hold valid work per- 
mits, noting that last year 
only 1 3.200 were given 
permission to work here. 
Ministry Secretary General 
Saleh Tarawneh said the 
majority of guest workers 
are employed in violation 
of the labour law for either 
failing to renew their work 
permits or to acquire per- 
mits before arriving. 

Mr. Tarawneh said the 
ministry is trying to organ- 
ise the local labour market 
to give priority in jobs to 
Jordanian citizens. 


pation through teamwork to 
develop a true understanding 
of the people of the world 
through an appreciation of 
the differences as well as the 
similarities. 

The International School 
of Choueifat, founded in 
Lebanon in 1886, has several 
schools operating in Arab 
countries. A branch opened 
in Amman last year. 

Her . Royal Highness 
Princess Basma and several 
Jordanian officials attended 
ihe briefing. 


International institution introduces educational system 


International military equipment 
exhibition opens tomorrow 


By Ahmad Kreishan 

Special il i the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An internation- 
al exhibition of military 
equipment from 80 foreign 
and 30 local firms will open 
in .Amman tomorrow under 
the patronage of His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

The exhibition, the second 
of its kind to be held in Jor- 
dan. is being organised by the 
London-based Contingent 
and Operational Procurement 
Exhibition (COPEKi in con- 
junction with the Jordan 


Armed Forces. 

Colonel Mii’eb Daboubi. 
head of the organising com- 
mittee representing the Jor- 
dan Armed Forces, said the 
exhibition will be held at the 
King Abdullah Military Base 
and util be open to the pub- 
lic. 

The idea for the exhibition 
came from HRH Prince 
Abdullah, said Col. Daboubi. 
who noted that the first such 
exhibition, held in December 
1 996, wax extremely success- 
ful. 

Col. Daboubi said sophisti- 


cated military hardware, 
including defence equipment, 
helicopters, amphibious vehi- 
cles, military gear, armoured 
cars and telecommunications 
equipment used in the field 
by special forces and rapid 
deployment forces, will be on 
display at the exhibition. 

.Among the major powers 
represented are the U.S.. 
Britain. Germany. France and 
Russia, he said, pointing out 
that the Israeli government 
will not take part 

The opening of the exhibi- 
tion will inefude a free-fall 


parachuting demonstration 
by parairoopers. as well as 
other exercises, he added. 

Col. Daboubi noied that 
defence ministers and armed 
forces chiefs of staff from the 
participating countries are 
attending the April 28-29 
exhibition. 

The exhibition coincides 
with ihe 35th anniversary' of 
the founding of the Jordanian 
Special Forces, and the live 
demonstrations and air shows 
during the event will be held 
in observance of the anniver- 
sary. 


Ensour invites media to submit 
proposals on draft press law 


Jordan, 

Germany 

sign 

JD5.12m 

water 

project 

agreements 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Three 
agreements were signed 
Sunday betw een Jordan and 
Germany to build a new 
sewage plant in the Wadi 
Hassan area in Lrbid and 
launch two water projects in 
the Wadi Musa area to 
increase the potable water 
supply. 

The three agreements 
were signed by Minister of 
Water and Irrigation 
Munther Haddadin and a 
representative from the Ger- 
man Development Bank. 

According to the minister, 
the two projects will cost 
JDS. 12 million. 

Dr. Haddadin said the con- 
struction of the sewage plant 
in Wadi Hassan is the first 
step toward a comprehen- 
sive JD6.6 million sewage 
system in Greater lrbid 
which will serve Nueimeh. 
Kitem and Shatana. 

The minister pointed out 
that the new plant treats 
water and makes it suitable 
for agriculture without 
affecting underground 
water. 

Dr. Haddadin said the two 
projects in Wadi Musa is 
subdivided into two 
sc Ames: the first consists of 
a pumping station and water 
tower with a 1,000-cubic 
metre capacity in the Jitha 
area and a 4.500-cubic 
metre capacity 1 pumping sta- 
tion and warer rower in the 
EiJ area. 

The German bank will 
grant Jordan a 30-year loan 
to finance the construction 
of the projects at a two per 
cent interest rate, including 
a 10-year grace period. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Acting 
Prime Minister Abdullah 
Ensour has invited editorial 
writers from Jordanian 
newspapers to focus their 
attention on the new draft 
press and publications law 
over the next two months 
and help the government 
introduce balanced legisla- 
tion that meets national 
requirements. 

At a meeting Saturday 
with journalists. Dr. Ensour 
said the government is now- 
drafting the new law. which 
has not yet been endorsed 
by the Ministry of Informa- 
tion or the Council of Min- 
isters. 

Some journalists have 
been attacking the draft law 
without having read it. said 
Dr. Ensour. adding that an 
in-depth study of the draft 
and its positive and nega- 
tive aspects is needed to 
contribute to the formula- 
tion of a final version. 

The draft law has not vet 
been made public. 

Dr. Ensour said the gov- 
ernment wants journalists to 
contribute to the project by 
presenting ideas and pro- 
posals. He noted that jour- 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Speiiai to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two UN. agen- 
cies have launched a campaign 
to fight an infestation of para- 
sitical worms spreading 
among students attending 200 
schools in Palestinian refugee 
camps run by the UN. Relief 
and Woiks Agency ( UNRWA ) 
in Jordan, an official said Sun- 
day. 

Nasha’at Amman. UNRWA 
health programmes chief, said 
the drive was launched earlier 
this month in cooperation with 
the UN. Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF i . which is paying 


nalists* participation would 
be considered pan of a 
national dialogue to address 
outstanding issues concern- 
ing the press and publica- 
tions. 

The government is keen 
on protecting the public 
interest and preventing 
offences caused by certain 
practices and false informa- 
tion that appears occasion- 
ally. he added. 

Dr. Ensour stressed that 
journalists should project 
the bright image of Jordan. 

On April 20, Dr. Ensour 
said the draft, designed to 
replace the 1993 law. will 
grant the media more free- 
dom. When finished, it will 
be submitted to the Lower 
House of Parliament for 
debate during the extraordi- ’ 
nary' session this summer. 

Work on drafting the law 
came shortly after a mes- 
sage from His Majesty' King 
Hussein to Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali direct- 
ing him to introduce a new' 
law that would replace the 
1993 legislation. 

The King’s message 
focused on preventing daily 
and weekly newspapers 


S7.000 for the operation. 

“Doctors operating in 
UNRWA clinics in the camps 
discovered that the worms 
were affecting a large number 
of students from different age 
groups.” he told the Jordan 
Times. “Hence we jointly 
launched the campaign.’’ 

Doctors say the worm is 
spread by lack of personal 
hygiene and overcrowding in 
each house in the camp — an 
average of eight family mem- 
bers live in one room with 
hasic sanitary facilities. 

Doctors are distributing a 
special pill called Mebenda- 
zole to fight the worm in line 


from publishing articles that 
would adversely affect Jor- 
dan’s ties with Arab coun- 
tries. especially the Pales- 
tinian National Authority. 

Dr. Ensour pointed out 
that the country’ is "in need 
of a transparent law widen- 
ing the margin of press free- 
doms,” adding that “the 
government has no desire to 
stifle the media or kill free- 
doms, but rather to raise the 
ceiling of these freedoms 
and responsibilities." 

“In Jordan, we are capable 
of introducing changes in 
many fields, but we are not 
able to deal with everything 
at once." 

The minister said the new' 
draft law requires the gov- 
ernment to provide journal- 
ists with information on 
various questions, except 
cases in which information 
is classified as secret. 

The journalists and writ- 
ers that attended the meet- 
ing submitted ideas and 
views that were discussed 
by the audience, which 
included the secretary gen- 
eral of the Ministry of Infor- 
mation and other ministry 
officials. 


with recommendations by the 
World Health Organisation. 

"The pill has no side effects,” 
Dr. Amman added. 

He said a similar campaign 
was expected to kick off soon 
in all UNRWA-run schools in 
camps located in Syria, 
Lebanon, the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip. 

The UNRWA was set up 
after the war that led to Israel’s 
creation in 1948 to offer edu- 
cational help, relief and social 
services to millions of Palestin- 
ian refugees who Bed to neigh- 
bouring states. Jordan alone is 
home to over 1 .2 million U.N.- 
registered refugees. 


U.N. campaign launched to fight 
parasitical disease in refugee camps 


U.S. mediators hit Israeli 
hard line in latest mission 


Israelis protest Olmert’s 
proposal to annex 
suburbs to Jerusalem 


(Continued from page 1) 

proposal is not linked to 
demographic or geographic 
considerations, but is meant 
merely to centralise ser- 
vices and save money on 
administration. 

Jerusalem Mayor Ehud 
Olmen’s proposal calls for 
the annexation of rural Tsur 
Hadassah. Mevasseret and 
other outlying communities 
to the West. 

In protest, residents of 
Tsur Hadassahm. 15 kilo- 
metres west of Jerusalem, 
drove slowly through a 
main artery into the city, 
creating a bottleneck dur- 
ing morning rush-hour traf- 
fic. 

Police pulled over dozens 
of cars and confiscated dri- 
vers* licences. 

On the Tel Aviv- 
Jerusalem highway, traffic 
was heavy as residents of 
Mevasseret. 9 kilometres 
from the capital, tried to 
block the road. Others set 
fire to tires on an overpass 
and blocked an exit with 
piles of sand. 

Police detained 10 


demonstrators. 

Eli Moiyal. head of the 
Mevasseret Municipal Co- 
uncil, said the community 
had cancelled its. indepen- 
dence day celebrations and 
would boycott the national 
jubilee this week marking 
Israel’s 50th birthday. 

“They can‘t take away 
our independence and then 
expect us to celebrate." Mr. 
Moiyal said on Israel army 
radio. 

To underline their point 
Tsur Hadassah residents 
were to present both Mr. 
Olmert and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benvamin 

Netanyahu with an olive 
tree planted in a bed of 
cement 

“The plans to annex the 
communities west of 
Jerusalem is a clear viola- 
tion of the civil rights of 
those who chose to live out- 
side the city." said a letter 
attached to the tree. 

The plan was to go before 
parliament this week but 
may be postponed until 
next week. Israel Radio 
said. 


(Continued from page 1 1 

American initiative should 
be getting signatures on the 
Kami industrial zone and 
airport This would give the 
peace process the initiative 
it needs." he said. 

Mr. Ross and Mr. Indyk 
also met Sunday with Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai and Infrastruc- 
ture Minister Ariel Sharon, 
the leading hardliner in Mr. 
Netanyahu's cabineL 
The U.S. proposal report- 
edly calls on Israel to with- 
draw its troops from 1 3 per 
cent of the West Bank and 
slow settlement construc- 
tion in tandem with Pales- 
tinian moves to step up the 
fight against terrorism to 
allow' the two sides to enter 
negotiations over a final 
peace deal. 

Mr. Netanyahu has reject- 
ed the 13 per cent scope as 
too large and has so far 
refused to offer more than 
nine per cent of the West 
Bank in the withdrawal, one 
of three required under 
interim peace accords he 
signed 15 months ago. 

The Palestinians have 
insisted the London meet- 
ings focus on the troop 
withdrawals rather than so- 


called “interim economic 
issues" such as the airport 
and industrial zone. 

Palestinian Legislative 
Council President Ahmed 
Qoureia warned that the 
London talks were “the last 
chance by which we can 
achieve success.” 

Israeli media reported ihat 
Mr. Netanyahu voiced a 
willingness to increase the 
scope of the next pullback 
to 10 or II per cent if the 
Palestinians agreed to put 
off a promised further land 
handover until the final 
peace negotiations — a 
position so far rejected by 
Mr. Arafat. 

According to the reports, 
Mr. Ross and Mr. Indyk 
were pushing a compromise 
under which the issue of the 
‘future withdrawal would be 
handed over to a U.S.- 
Israeli-Palestinian commis- 
sion. 

But Mr. Qoureia. a Pales- 
tinian negotiator, insisted 
there was “no way" the 
Palestinians would accept 
deferring the future pull- 
back due this summer. 

Mr. Arafat had been press- 
ing for a 30 per cent with- 
drawal, but has accepted the 
U.S. compromise in princi- 
ple. 
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Afghan adversaries open 


crucial talks to end 18 -year war 


ISLAMABAD <.AJFP) — 
Afghanistan's warring sides 
opened their first direct 
peace talks here Sunday 
with a call from the Taleban 
militia's supreme leader 
Mullah Mohammad Omar 
to find an Islamic solution 
to the bitter conflict which 
has left thousands dead. 

“We have suggested the 
Islamic decision by the 
ulema (Islamic scholars), 
we reaffirm the same and do 
not have any other formula," 
Mr. Omar said in a “peace 
formula" message presented 
to the steering committee 
meeting by the leader of the 
Taleban delegation Wakil 
Ahm arl Mutawakil. 

Mr. Omar said the Taleban 
were fighting not for power 
but for the implementation 
of Islamic order in 
Afghanistan and offered to 
hand over power if their 
opponents could prove 
under Islamic law thaL was 
not true, 

“If our opponents do not 
accept this claim, then they 
should reject it in the light 
of Islamic laws, and we will 
relinquish everything and 
we will immediately hand 
over the government and the 
power to them.” Mr. Omar 
said. 

The Taleban militia con- 
trols two-thirds of 
Afghanistan after seizing 


Kabul in September 1996 
and has imposed a strict 
brand of Islamic rule. 

Thousands of Afghans 
have died in fictional fight- 
ing since 1992 after the fall 
of the Communist govern- 
ment in Kabul. Earlier more 
than a million Afghans were 
killed during Muslim resis- 
tance against the 1979-89 
Soviet military occupation. 

Pakistan Foreign Minister 
Gohar Ayub Khan, speaking 
at the opening ceremony, 
said the international com- 
munity was watching die 
talks unfold with “great 
expectations." 

The' first face-to-face 
meeting between the two 
sides is taking place under 
the auspices of the U.N. and 
the 54-nation Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference. 

James N’Gobi represent- 
ing the U.N. Special 
Mission for Afghanistan 
and Ibrahim Saleh Bakar, 
assistant secretary general 
of the OIC appealed to the 
two sides to work for peace 
and pledged to provide 
every assistance. 

As the leaders of the war- 
ring factions sat down to 
talks in Pakistan Sunday, 
the frontlines were calm 
with Taleban fighters north 
of the Afghan capital opting 
for cups of tea instead of 
fighting. 


But the calm came after 
heaviest fighting in nine 
months Saturday, witnesses 
said. 

The front! ines between 
the hardline militia and their 
northern opponents — situ- 
ated 25 kilometres north of 
militia-held Kabul — 
remained static following 
the heavy but failed Taleban 
dawn attack early Saturday. 

“The Taleban launched a 
big attack on the main.road 
yesterday but got beaten 
back," a local shepherd on 
die frontlines told AFP. 

The Taleban troops 

blamed the fighting on the 
opposition and claimed to 
have inflicted heavy losses 
6n their opponents. 

“We don’t launch offen- 
sives. we are all the time 
ready for peace talks.'* 
Mullah Abdul Hafiz 

explained. 

Although troops here 
denied any casualties on 
their side, independent med- 
ical sources reported that 
around 60 Taleban wounded 
had been admitted to 
Kabul's military hospital. 

Both the Taleban and the 
rival northern alliance dele- 
gation leaders pledged to 
make sincere efforts for the 
success of the talks. 

The delegates are to dis- 
cuss a wide-ranging agenda 
including setting up a com- 


mission of ulema, or Islamic 
scholars, to tackle political 
issues, sources said. 

Other issues on the agen- 
da are a ceasefire, an 
exchange of prisoners and 
the unhindered flow of 
humanitarian aid in 
Afghanistan. 

“Unfortunately, along 
with these negotiations 
some military operations 
have been stepped up." 
Taleban delegate said, 
adding such things make 
people unhappy. 

But he added: “We should 
not be disappointed and pre- 
pare for peace and stability 
which is the need of every 
Afghan child.” 

The northern alliance 
spokesman Engineer Abdul 
Rahim also played down the 
incident saying “nothing 
will harm the negotiations “ 

Leader of the opposition 
delegation Maulvi Fazal 
Hadi Shinwari added his 
side would “welcome" any 
step that brings the ulema 
and Mujahedeen together in 
search of peace. 

An agreement on talks 
between the combatants 
was brokered by United 
States .Ambassador to the 
United Nations. Bill 
Richardson, in talks on 
April 17 with Afghan lead- 
ers in Afghanistan. 


Indian government in fresh 
trouble as another ally smarts 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India’s beleaguered Hindu- 
nationalist-led coalition 
faced fresh trouble when an 
ally accused the govern- 
ment of not taking it into 
confidence, an official said 
Sunday. 

The Samata Party 
(Equality Party) of Defence 
Minister George Fernandes 
also demanded the dis- 
missal of the state govern- 
ment of Bihar saying the 
provincial government “had 
ruined the state." 

Infighting between mem- 
bers of the multi-party 
minority coalition has led to 
two ministers leaving 
Premier Atal Behari 
Vajpayee's cabinet within 
the pasr fortnight amid 
mudslinging between 
alliance partners. 

Digvijay Singh. Samata 
Party spokesman, said at the 
party’s on-going two day 
meet the nationalists did not 
consult the party when it 
appointed new governors 
for the state. 

“We were simply present- 
ed with a fait accompli. 
None of our members was 
considered for filling up any 


of the vacant slots." Mr. 
Singh said. 

“We have also notified the 
government for its delay in 
dismissing the state govern- 
ment of Bihar" India's most 
lawless state, he said. . 

The Samata Party’s 
protests are the latest to hit 
the month-old coalition 
government of Vajpayee, 
which came to power last 
month following indecisive 
national elections. 

Mr. Vajpayee had told his 
dozen partners two days ago 
to “exercise restraint" and 
stop airing contentious 
issues in public after a war- 
ring partner demanded the 
resignation of several min- 
isters in his cabinet. 

Jayalalitha Jayaram’s 
demand earlier tins week 
came after one of her pro- 
teges within the cabinet was 
forced to step down over 
corruption allegations. 

Mr. Vajpayee sacked his 
communications minister 
last week. but Ms. 
Jayalalitha. who commands 
27 MPs in the 264-seat 
coalition, wanted two more 
ministers to resign arguing 
they are facing corruption 


charges similar to her oust- 
ed protege. 

Tliat crisis blew over 
Sunday when one of the 
senior’ members of Mr. 
Vajpayee’s Bharatiya Janata 
Pam' (BJP. Indian People's 
Party) held talks with Ms. 
Jayalalitha and resolved 
their differences. 

The BJP member was 
quoted in newspapers as 
saying that Ms. Jayalalitha 
had agreed to attend a meet- 
ing of all the allies in May 
and drop her demand of 
sacking ministers. 

Mr. Vajpayee’s BJP. the 
largest bloc in parliament, 
had to rely on the support of 
regional groups to help cob- 
ble together a coalition. It 
scraped through a confi- 
dence vote in March. 

The regional groups are 
without a national agenda 
and do not share the core 
beliefs of the Hindu nation- 
alists. There are more than 
40 such groups in the cur- 
rent parliament. 

India has had five govern- 
ments and two elections 
since 1996. Both elections 
produced hung parliaments 
and minority governments. 


Khmer Rouge officer 
predicts fighting flare up 


BANGKOK (R) — A senior 
Khmer Rouge guerrilla officer 
said Sunday the Cambodian 
government’s rejection of a 
rebel peace effort meant fight- 
ing between the guerrillas and 
government forces would drag 
on. 

The guerrilla commander 
predicted his men would wrest 
back control of the former rebel 
headquarters of Anlong Veng 
within a week. 

“Hun Sen rejected our peace 
overture. It means that Hun Sen 
wants to continue the war. He 
wants Cambodians to continue 
killing each other.” senior 
Khmer Rouge official Khem 
Ngun told Reuters by telephone 
from northern Cambodia. 

“We have no choice but to 
continue fighting," he said. 

Last week Khem Ngun said 
the Khmer Rouge had pro- 
posed a peace plan including 
the setting up of a government 
of national reconciliation. 

Defence Minister Tea Banh 
later rejected the proposal as 
“worthless.” 

The Khmer Rouge, responsi- 
ble for the death of more than a 
million people during former 
leader Pol Pot’s “lolling fields” 
rule in the 1970s. has been seri- 
ously weakened by a wave of 


defections to the government 
since late March. 

Pol Pot died in rebel-held ter- 
ritory in northern Cambodia on 
April 15. 

Defectors, backed by govern- 
ment forces, have taken control 
of the group's former head- 
quarters of Anlong Veng in 
northern Cambodia near the 
border with Thailand, but 
Khem Ngun said Sunday his 
men would soon recapture the 
a raa a 

“I am confident that we can 
recapture Anlong Veng town 
within one week.” he said. 

“Hun Sen's soldiers and the 
defectors are only dug in part of 
Anlong Veng. but I have my 
supporters all over the country ” 
he said. 

.After losing Anlong Veng late 
last month. Khem Ngun and 
the holdout remnants of the 
notorious guerrilla group with- 
drew to the Dongrek mountains 
bordering Thailand 

Khem Ngun represents a sec- 
ond. younger generation of 
Khmer Rouge leaders, untaint- 
ed by direct responsibility for 
the excesses of Pol Pot’s rule. 

The Phnom Penh govern- 
ment has vowed to bring three 
of Pol Pot's old comrades to 
justice including Khmer Rouge 


military strongman Ta Mok. 
Pol Pot's long-time right-hand 
man Nuon Cbea and the 
group's political front man, 
Khieu Samphan. 

But the government has sad 
other Khmer Rouge members 
were welcome to defect to the 
Phnom Penh side. 

Khem Ngun also said Hun 
Sen was bound to win the gen- 
eral election scheduled for July 
26. Khem Ngun said he was 
ordering his supporters to boy- 
cott the vote. 

“This is going to be a dirty 
election. Hun Sen is going to 
extend his influence all over the 
country from die village leveL 
to the provincial to the national 
level," Ik said. 

The Khmer Rouge rejected 
Cambodia’s last election in. 
1993 which was narrowly won 
by Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
and his royalist FUNCINPEC 
party. 

Prince Ranariddh agreed ro a 
power-sharing coalition with 
former government leader Hun 
Sen after Hun Sen objected to 
the election result and the coun- 
try faced renewed strife. 

Hun Sen ousted Prince 
Ranariddh in a coup last. July 
but the prince is hoping ro con- 
test the July 26 vote. 


Blast 
damages 
bar in 
N. Ireland 


BELFAST (R) — An explo- 
sion damaged a Catholic 
owned bar and restaurant near 
the Northern Ireland city of 
Armagh overnight but there 
were no casualties, police saifr 
Sunday. 

Random sectarian violence 
has persisted in the British 
province despite a peace accord 
signed earlier this month. 

Police said a bomb believed 
to contain a kilo of high explo- 
sive exploded outside the bar's 
back door late Saturday night, 
sending customers into panic. 

“It was a nightmare.” said the 
manager of the bar. which was 
full of Roman Caiholic and 
Protestant customers. 

Some 20 years ago. loyalist 
guerrillas tossed a bomb into 
the same premises, killing a 
Catholic and a Protestant. This 
time, said police, customers 
escaped injury but staff said 
drinkers fled in tenor. 

The bombing underlined the 
determination of dissident fac- 
tions to continue violence, 
despite this month’s landmark 
peace deal aimed ai ending 
three decades of “troubles'' in 
Northern Ireland. 

In the capital. Belfast, a man 
was taken to hospital after 
being shot in the leg outside a 
pub Saturday night in what 
appeared to be a paramilitary- 
style “knee-capping" punish- 
ment 

The incident occurred in a 
pro-British rule Protestant area 
of Belfast 

Earlier Saturday, police 
arrested two men in connection 
with the murder of Caiholic 
student Ciaran Heffron. 21 
The young man's body was 
found#!* head wounds near a 
railway station in the village of 
Crumiui north of Belfast. 

“A motive for the crime has 
not yet been established." Bill 
Stetffcrt, police commander for 
the Belfast area, told reporters. 

“The investigation is at an 
early stage but it has all the hall- 
marks of a Random sectarian 
shooting." 

Heflron was killed only a day 
after two key Protestant guerril- 
la groups announced their sup- 
peat for the April 10 peace deal 
reached by eight main 
Protestant and Catholic politi- 
cal parties and the British and 
Irish governments. 

Protestant politician David 
Ervine. a leader of the pro- 
British progressive unionist 
party, condemned the murder 
and blamed the breakaway loy- 
alist volunteer force, a hardline 
Protestant group opaposed to 
the peace deal, which will go to 
a referendum in Northern 
Ireland and the republic next 

mo nth. 



a* 

Policeman wounded 
in Kosovo shooting 


PRISTINA. Yugoslavia 
(AFP) — Clashes 
between armed Albanian 
separatists and Serbian 
security forces in Kosovo 
province Saturday left 
one policeman wounded, 
the Serbian Information 
centre said Sunday. 

The policeman was 
injured in a bazooka 
attack around 6 p.m. 
Saturday ( 1600 GMT) on 
a police station in Kijevo. 
on the road between the 
capital. Pristina, and 
western town of Pec. the 
centre said. 

Around three and a half 
hours later, Yugoslav sol- 
diers turned back 10 
armed Albanians trying 


to enter Kosovo from 
neighbouring Albania, 
the centre said. 

The group opened fire 
on the Yugoslav troops, 
who returned fire, the 
centre said, adding that 
there were no casualties 
among the soldiers. 

The army seized more 
than 20 cases of explo- 
sives, the centre quoted 
military sources as say- 
ing. 

Half an hour later, a 
grenade hit the Toplice 
Hotel in Podujevo. some 
40 kilometres northeast 
of Pristina, but no 
injuries were reported, 
the centre said. 

Last Thursday, at least 


26 alleged Kosovo 
Albanian terrorists who 
tried to infiltrate the 
Yugoslav territory were 
killed in armed clashes 
with Yugoslav troops. 
The army said that the 
bodies of 19 were found 
and identified. 

Funerals of the 19 
Albanians were expected 
to be held late Sunday, in 
the region of Djakovica. 
Serbian sources indicat- 
ed. Albanian sources did 
not immediately confirm 
the information. 

Kosovo is a Serbian 
province whose popula- 
tion is predominantly 
ethnic Albanian. 


Albanian premier defends 
self-defence groups in Kosovo 

TID AWi / A cm a i r* /- 


TIRANA (AFP) — Albanian 
Prime Minister Faros Nano 
has lent public support to eth- 
nic- Albanian rebels in the 
Serbian province of Kosovo, 
saving they had been forced 
to act in “self-defence" 
against increased Serb vio- 
lence. 

"Serbian propaganda con- 
siders these actions as terror- 
ist acts, but in reality, they are 
the actions of self-defence 
against Serbian pathological 
and traditional violence,” Mr. 
Nano said in a speech broad- 
cast on state television 
Sunday. 

His .statements marked a 
change in the Albanian gov- 
ernment's moderate stance 
towards the crisis in Kosovo, 
triggered by a Serbian securi- 
ty crackdown on Albanian 
"terrorists" that has claimed 
more then 100 lives in the 
past two months. 

Albanian leaders have con- 
tinuously said they had no 
information about under- 
ground ethnic Albanian 
groups in Kosovo. 

“As it was expected, the 
first actions of armed resis- 
tance have started." Mr. Nano 
said. 

“Continuous Serbian vio- 
lence has increased the indig- 
nation and -hatred of the 
Albanians against the terror- 
ist policy of (Yugoslav presi- 


dent Slobodan) Milosevic.” 
he added. 

Albania's armed forces and 
police along the border with 
Kosovo were put on maxi- 
mum alert Friday following 
clashes between the Yugoslav 
army arid armed Kosovo 
Albanians. 

The Yugoslav army said at 
least 26 Kosovo Albanians 
were killed in the fighting. 

Kosov o “has become a pri- 
ority for the Albanian diplo- 
macy... our police, army, 
secret services, in short, for 
us all." Mr. Nano said. 

"We should work without 
falling into nationalistic posi- 
tions... but we should do our 
duties to defend our national 
interests." he added. 

Tension between the two 
neighbours has been rising 
for weeks, with Belgrade 
accusing Albania of supply- 
ing logistical support to the 
separatist campaign of 
Kosovo's Albanians. Tirana 
has denied the charges. 

Mr. Nano confirmed that 
his government had been in 
extensive contact with U.S. 
and European diplomats over 
the past four weeks to discuss 
the current situation in 
Kosovo. 

"We hope very much for 
active international support 
for Kosovo, but we should 
remember that the 


(International Contact Group 
on the former Yugoslavia) is 
not united on the issue." Mr. 
Nano said. 

U.S. Stale Department 
spokesman James Rubin said 
Saturday that some govern- 
ments clearly did not 
approach the Kosovo prob- 
lem "with the same sense of 
urgency that we do." 

The contact group — com- 
prising Britain. France, 
Germany. Italy. Russia and 
the United States — gave 
Yugoslavia four weeks on 
March 25 to improve its han- 
dling of the Kosovo situation, 
before deciding on sanctions 
that could include a freeze on 
Belgrade’s foreign assets. 

The “international commu- 
nity should adopt all possible 
measures to pressure the 
Yugoslav government and 
Milosevic," Mr. Nano said, 
adding that Albania believed 
sanctions would prove “very 
effective” in resolving the sit- 
uation. 

Mr. Nano also stressed that 
Albania had remained firm in 
opposing “terrorism and the 
traffic of weapons.” 

"Albania insists on a peace- 
ful solution of the crisis in 
Kosovo." he said. 



An Albanian officer sits on top of a Russin-type Chinese-built T-54 tank of the 196tk 

0t 2 military unit “ Herr - 15 fan frora ** tWfoSl 


Some 
Serbs exit 
Bosnia 
riot town , 



but vow to 
return 


Pakistani Foreign Mini ster Gohar Ayub Khan (centre) looks on as Maulvi Wakil 
Ahmad Muttawakil, head of the Taleban Islamic movment negotiators and Maulvi 
Faizal Hadi Shinwari (right), spokesman for the Afghan opposition alliance, shake 
hands after the initial round of peace talks in Islamabad. The talks among warring 
Afghan factions are meant to prepare for a larger commission of Islamic scholars to 
set terms for peace after about two decades of civil war (Reuters photo) 


DRV AR. Bosnia- 

Henzegovina (AFP) — Seme 
ISO Serbs left this Croat- 
dominated town in western 
Bosnia overnight, shaken by 
rioting Friday but detennined 
to return. 

They left under internation- 
al auspices, travelling in four 
buses and heading for Bartja 
Luka. Bosnia’s second city 
and capital of its Serb entity 
Republika Srpska. 

Speaking ro AFP before 
departure, they said they 
were leaving not out of fear, 
but because their apartments 
had been wrecked by Croat 
rioters, and they vowed to 
come back. 

“We will return to Drvar, 
sooner or later,” said one of 
them, pensioner Neddjko 
Trakic, 63. • 

Most of the nearly Z000 
Serbs in Drvar — and whose 
numbers have been growing 
in recent weeks in what the 
international community is 
billing “the year of returns" 

— are staying behind. 

Based in the town is a 

Canadian unit of NATO’s 
Stabilisation Force (SFOR1 
in Bosnia which fired warn- 
ing shots to quell Friday's riot 
after mobs burned down foe 
local U.N. police station and 
beat up mayor Mile Marceta. 
a Serb. 

"SFOR was fair, but the 
crowd was more powerful” 
one Serb woman said. 

Ethnic tension flared up 
again Saturday in another 
part of Bosnia, when — for 
the second time in three days 

— hostile Serbs prevented 
some 400 Croat refugees 
from attending a Roman 

, Catholic mass.- • . • • .. - ■=. 

While the Croats’ buses 
went away, die mass went 
ahead ai Saint Mark’s 
monastery at PJehan. near the 
northern town of Derventa in 
Serb-held territory. 

"The message of this mass 
was to tell all those who do 
not believe in refugee returns 
that there will be returns, and 
that we all have to look for- 
ward together," said Sarajevo 
Bishop Peru Sudan who 
attended the mass. 

Thursday a mob of 1,000 
Serbs trapped Bosnia's 
Cardinal VInko Pulpc, a 
Croat, inside a Derventa 
church for six hours after 
they turned back a convoy of 
Croat worshippers. 

The Serbs who left Drvar 
overnight Saturday had been 
trapped for a day inside a 
school during the rioting, 
with no utilities and little 
food, said Liam McDowall, a 
U.N. spokesman. 

The apartment block that 
they occupied was ransacked 
during the riot, and a fire was 
set on its roof. 

Many of the Serbs accused 
members of Bosnia’s Croat 
army, the HVO, of dressing 
up as civilians and taking part 
in the violence. 

“Unless the army leaves, 
there can be no life for us 
here," a Serb said. 

Drvar was 97 per cent Sab 
before the war, but fell to 
Croats towards the end of die 
1992-95 conflict. Many of 
the Croats who live here now 
are refugees themselves from 
other parts of Bosnia- 
Heizegovina. 

Carlos Westendorp, fbfi 
international community’s 
high representative in Bosnia, 
sent one of his deputies, 
Andy Bearpark, to assess die 
situation. 

'This behaviour is unac- 
ceptable and a disgrace," be 
said of the violence. 

What happened in Drvar 
and Derventa is sure ro doin' 
mate a day-long conference 
in Banja Luka Tuesday on 
refugee returns that will bring 

together Bosnian and interna- 
tional offic ials, observers 
said. 

It will follow uponabigger 
conference that took place in 
the capital Sarajevo in 
February. 

Resistance to the return of 
Bosnia’s estimated 1.8 mil- 
lion refugees persists inn®? ' ~ 
parts of the country. 


Spanish n 


path neat 

frowned i 


MADRID 




Sun 


i . 


<Jvl 


Kirttr- >n: 

T«. 

ihe " 




\fPi - 

>IAL ,,V, V ’ : .TC!LV^f- 

, !r . jaJ 

^UTEuPT 1 - w. 

5** - ^ “ **■ 

«rcr. B> 

Spin* 

M‘ n,s,L * r ;. IirL . 
JawP"™/' 

AcUnCK. ow-'i 

EnKTJrrV l"~", 

CMm>h Cl' t u - 

jjdtveni 

million ‘ ; 

lusih aeid ;°V 

lajin of -ai mm P>“-- 

itfkd after 

Pic ivjtct "puk'd mis' ’he 
Ouadianur R“.ir: lifts.-* rjr* 
ifyoijL'h (hv P iir k .irtd i--> 

.sranips Although ilk- ju'k 
n-js siu'd. the m.res.j? 


St 


-<■ 

I-* 


'•Ji 

f 


i 




numcJ that •!’- • 


A- . 

adl caused jhui* 

'* s s.i 'i,. 

:~~7 1 

jKLsitjr 

'Cvqurnirs 

fVi 

i> sum hi nil mg 


Fi 

Muldnm vci lv 

"-e's 

She Li'nlinned 

.i“er - iv.-. 

s ■ 

cDpwllighi ••■■lt r 


~ di 

ijuiildslJ tlt.lt 

I bn. - *. it. 

Tv 

Mould not reach l! 

1C --Woxpv 

Ta* I 

pifljn.L made 

n.di-. 


park in l^V. >>• .:! 

st' h-.itijc u 

’KZX- 

ai s J u!usiu- re' 

MskvivV a: 

VTU . 

afuch Sp-tP!' 

't C iVsCTT!- 

rv-r; 

man recui.irl> 

LT.tcrr.ar.K 

r:sc 

ojests. the nil m re 

wr.l hem*? 


Bmbh Pnnv Mm? '-.ter Ts»r.\ 

jin 

Blair 


f -’-**» 

(.be ul Spam’s 

v-C . 

Eun:fte‘ lines! 

w iJdij.v 

/• V— 


Hillary Clinton l 
for 5 hours on W 


*«HI\tiTON i A 
Rra Ul> Hiii.ir, CSin 


atestioned uu Jer . .-.id 
*ur>b> nivriilvrs.il 
in’, mi 

*hicwj(cr rc.;! L -s[j 

'vjturdav u 
a* as j \u r 

i .n pr, 

■onaninc t fi- : 
the \\ hiit-w 
inter, vu 

4mtinbicl\ (he hi. 

yWftlundiT.uih 

presort! 

I I in Lml 
j Wh.tc 

j rjl| M Otari,-. Kuu . 
4 Yemeni. 

‘ttfcpendeni £ 

Jj* , Sujit and h 
2^ the ml, 

pa 

irc, ,ni <Mig.in n „ 

tfckvi ■ Ma,c dc: 

^ lrn,lliLT lll’-v 
osice. ,fVui1 o« 

° rMni 




jfcr Pillar. 

V ^ 

*- on 
Mr v 




st lccin Pr 


!N- 


t J W(1 lli\| 

! »e J K| eri Pr * r) *>‘fcrni. 


- Hj, — • i v c-nur* 

tN>b> u *-- ht ' ,r 


Vr°Urg 

4'- 

JN ,L Ku, 
«• .»* 


the 
,J nUa V 


^hn 

iJN ‘S* w irh p r r 

^ ih ^nd-r.. ^«Uesi« 


v Pril 27 



R. 


le 


- • JkI 


Friv 


AFP, S 
■" Bin £ 
' Hn * w 

T.. 

.-h . ; ,l,n *^ 

•- 4- ' v h *B* 

-v- ; "; ' ‘‘■‘■-‘"M ir ' 

■V ” ! !K !*ib 

•'■ ^ T v I, j 


cuj 


"I-, .' """ ‘■'PjnjiiT 

“ ■ ,-V "- '"“'fid; 

/: r -' :u . rTl «« Drv; 
• -*'• ••aJ'.'Or. 

' ,,nw v**fi 

: .• jl, 

' ; ' lv ^ anj|_ 

• '•'•• Ml .\ty j. 

uniunm 
’ : -Ji •.'! rflur- 
' = V'mJ 
""■ r t 

- \tf, 
- " ■ r "v- 

" • • ’ ■ \. F 
FnonV 

x "* "• ’.^>xi£ 

" ' ‘ 'to?. 

•• tv > 

r--v.cik 
" ." j: 

• - ■.■■■ “ •'wci: 
•• ' - r. *a 

■■ :• • . .hs: - 

. " ihi*c!b 
- 1 ’ .viit 

.. . . . . Rc 


' . ":±" ‘i 
Vs 


- n': 
jy.' '■ 


L : 

’•'".V 


' fi’ 
•U- 

... -iiJf 

V 

■” ' ‘ ~tr 


V -'JiC ; 

* "-J: tf. 


,v 

<1^ 

v :>5 

'.■■•r . L«' 

■- 'X 

•r 

<1.1 

: 'V>' 

V!' 1 


World News 

Spanish national 
park nearly 
drowned in poison 


Jordan Times, Monday, April 27, 1998 


MADRID (AFP) — Spanish 
emergency services frantical- 
ly dag ditches and built 
makeshift dykes into the 
small hours of Sunday to save 
one of Europe’s great wildlife 
reserves from poisoning by 
millions of tonnes of add 
water. By Sunday morning, 
Spanish Environment 

Minister Isabel Tocino was 
able to declare the 73,000 
hectare Donana Park near the 
Atlantic coast in south-west- 
ern Spain out of danger. 

Emergency teams and the 
Spanish Civil Guard ma naged 
to divert the deadly approach 
of 52 million cubic metres of 
highly acid liquid when an 
upstream water treatment 
basin of an iron pyrite mine 
cracked after soil gave way. 

The water spilled into the 
Guadiamar River which runs 
through die park and into its 
\ swamps. Although the park 
was saved, the minister 
warned that the accident had 
still caused a major ecological 
disaster whose consequences 
to surrounding farmland 
could not yet be 'measured. 

She confirmed after a heli- 
copter flight over die region in 
Andalusia that the flood 
would not reach the swamps. 

Donana, mnrie a nati onal 
park in 1969, is also home to 
an exclusive residence at 
which die Spanish govern- 
ment regularly entertains 
guests, the most recent being 
British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair. 

One of Spain's and 
Europe’s finest wildlife 


reserves, it is noted particular- 
ly for its bird colonies and 
Iberian lynxes. 

Emergency teams diverted 
the ioxic stream into the 
Guadalquivir River which 
skirts the eastern side of the 
park and flows into the 
Atlantic. 

The minister said the water 
had successfully been divert- 
ed into hastily dug canals and 
began discharging into the sea 
Sunday morning at low tide, 
thus preventing a fatal flow- 
back towards the park centre. 

“We can congratulate our- 
selves because the heart of 
Donana is safe from direct 
contamination," die minister 
said. 

But the Guadiamar River 
would probably require sever- 
al decades to recover its nor- 
mal level of acidity. 

The minister called for 
investigations into the compa- 
ny operating the mine, Minas 
de Aznalcollar, which is pan 
of the Swedish multinational 
Boliden Aporsa. 

Ecological organisations 
have already denounced the 
existence of what they called 
a disaster waiting to happen. 

The Spanish association for 
the Defence of Nature said in 
a statement: ‘Tt is incompre- 
hensible bow the 
Environment Ministry could 
permit the existence of a 
reservoir of more than five 
million cubic of toxic water 
above a river like the 
Guadiamar which is vital to 
the Donana marshes and the 
local economy.” 


Hillary Clinton testifies 
for 5 hours on Whitewater 


WASHINGTON ( AFP) — 
First lady Hillary Clinton was 
questioned undo: oath for five 
boras by members of a special 
counsel investigating the 


:rJ: 

Whitewater real estate affair. 


die White House said. 


The Saturday testimony 
came as a May 7 deadline 

■■ 1.4 1 

approached on prosecutors 
investigating the Arkansas 
phase of the Whitewater affair. 
“The interview lasted 

- '2? 

1 l* 4i 

approximately five hours, was 
conducted under oath and was 

- 

p.>I- 

videotaped for presentation to 
the grand jury in Little Rock. 
Arkansas,” White House 


Counsel Charles Ruff said in a 

revs 

statement. 


Independent 
Kenneth Starr and his staff 
conducted the videotaped 
interview at the White House, 
Mr. Ruff added. 

The Little Rock grand jury 
is investigating the 
Whitewater matter, the state- 
ment said. 

The Whitewater case — a 
failed real estate deal that 
dates back to the 1970s — 
was the first matter investigat- 
ed by the special counsel’s 
office. 

Mr. Stair later expanded his 
investigation into other mai- 
lers, including the sex-and- 
lies probe involving former 
White House intern Monica 
Lewinsky that could involve 
possible obstruction of justice 
charges a gains t President Bill 
Clinton. 

In Arkansas, reports have 
said Mr. Starr is preparing ro 
indict Hillary Clinton’s for- 
mer law partner. Webster 
Hubbell on tax evasion 
charges. Mr. Starr has until 
May 7 to either complete the 
Arkansas phase of his investi- 
gation or ask a judge to seat 
another grand jury. 

Hillary Clinton had previ- 


ously testified five times on 
other matters under investiga- 
tion. 

The latest interview con- 
cerned her law firm in 
Arkansas and its representa- 
tion of the now-defunct 
Madison Guaranty Savings 
and Loan and Hillary 
Clinton’s “relationship with 
related individuals,” the state- 
ment said without elaborating. 

At issue is whether the 
Clintons tried to cover up a 
criminal conspiracy involving 
real estate deals in Arkansas. 

Key figures in the case are 
the Late James McDougal and 
his ex-wife Susan, who 
owned Madison Guaranty and 
wbo tried to use the land deal 
as a way of shoring up their 
ailing thrift 

The transaction and its relat- 
ed deals since have resulted in 
fraud convictions against the 
McDougals. former Arkansas 
governor Jim Guy Tucker and 
a former local judge, David 
Hale. While the complicated, 
arcane investigation is poten- 
tially more damaging to the 
Clintons, it is so intricate that 
few in the U.S. public seem to 
be following the case — or 
even care, according to repeat- 
ed opinion polls. 

Former White House lawyer 
Lanny Davis, who worked on 
the Whitewater case, said that 
Hillar y Clinton’s role in the 
affair was minimal. 

“Ken Starr should get a 
life,” Mr. Davis said, staling 
that the aflair has already been 
investigated and no wrongdo- 
ing found. 

“This proves this guy (Stair) 
is desperate and he has 
nowhere to go,” Mr. Davis 
added. 



Social Democratic Party (SPD) candidate and Saxony - 
Anhaltinian Premier Reinhard Hoeppner casts his vote 
for the state elections as his wife Renate looks on in 
Magdeburg. More than 2.1 million people are asked to 
vote a new parliament In Germany's federal state 
Saxony- Anhalt (Reuters photo) 


India cracks down on 
Tibetan hunger strikers 
ahead of Chinese visit 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Indian authorities Sunday 
cracked down on Tibetans 
who have been on hunger 
strike here since March 
10. forcibly taking three 
of the six protesters to 
hospital. 

The pre-dawn action in 
the bean of the city came 
ahead of a planned first- 
ever trip to India by a 
Chinese army chief, 
prompting allegations that 
New Delhi had buckled 
under diplomatic pres- 
sure. 

Three of the hunger- 
strikers. who have been 
demanding freedom for 
their homeland from 
Chinese rule, were forced 
off the pavement where 
they had been camping 
and bundled into an 
ambulance by some 200 
policemen. 

The Tibetans had 
refused food for nearly 50 
days, and the protest — 
the first of its kind by 
Tibetans in India — hail 
attracted worldwide atten- 
tion, including appeals by 
U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan. 

The Tibetan Youth 
Congress (TYC) said the 
three Tibetan hunger 
strikers were being drip- 
fed with glucose in hospi- 
tal while the other three 
were still continuing their 
fast. 

“We are aggrieved by ... 
the manner in which the 
police handled our strik- 
ers," TYC President 
Tseten Norbu said here in 
a statement. “Dawa 
GyaJpo (50 years) vomit- 
ed as he. was thrown into 
the ambulance.” 

The other two who were 
shifted to hospital were 
Karma Sichoe. 25. and 
Dawa Tsering. 53. 

TYC chief Mr. Norbu 
said the crackdown was 
an attempt by the Indian 
government to appease 
China ahead of the arrival 
of General Fu Quanyou, 
head of the General Staff 
of the People’s Liberation 
Army. 

Mr. Norbu told AFP: 


“The forceful hospitalisa- 
tion of rhree Tibetans 
coincides with the arrival 
of General Fu. It was a 
move meant to placate the 
Chinese leadership at the 
cost of Tibetan issue. 

“It is a bad develop- 
ment. The police behaved 
badly with us and the 
treatment meted out to the 
three protesters was inhu- 
man.” 

Mr. Norbu said more 
than 100 members of the 
TYC had decided to fojfli 
a “human shield" around 
the three other hunger 
strikers. including a 
woman, to prevent the 
police front removing 
them. 

“We will continue our 
proiesi till our demands 
are met.” Mr. Norbu said. 
"There should be positive 
response from the United 
Nations, and there is no 
way we will back out.” 

India says the visit by 
General Fu beginning late 
Sunday will boost “confi- 
dence-building measures” 
between the two Asian 
neighbours which fought 
a brief border war in 
1962. 

Analysts say the visit 
could be overshadowed 
by China's alleged missile 
technology sales to 
Pakistan. 

Indian police had 
warned the hunger strik- 
ers Saturday that they 
risked arrest if they 
refused to be hospitalised. 
Doctors warned that the 
health of the fasters was 
deteriorating. 

India is home to the 
Dalai Lama, spiritual 
leader of six million 
Tibetans. He has lived in 
exile in the northern 
Indian hill town of 
Dharamsala since fleeing 
his homeland in 1959 fol- 
lowing a failed anti-China 
uprising. 

The Dalai Lama’s gov- 
ernment- in-exile is not 
recognised by any coun- 
try. 4 

More than lOO.uOO 
Tibetan refugees also live 
in India. 


S. African president to marry millionaire's wife 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa’s last 
apartheid-era president, 
F-W. de Klerk, and the 
wife of Greek shipping 
magnate Tony Georgiadis 
plan to marry after they 
get divorces from their 
current spouses, the 
Johannesburg Sunday 
Times reported. 

Mr. de Klerk, who 
shared the 1993 Nobel 
Peace Prize with President 
Nelson Mandela for his 
role in ending apartheid. 


was quoted by the Sunday 
times as saying he would 
divorce his wife of 39 
years. Marike. 

At the same rime Elita 
Georgiadis told the news- 
paper that she had started 
divorce proceedings 
against her husband of 27 
years, who owns a vine- 
yard in South Africa’s 
southern wine region in 
Paarl. 

The couple live in 
Hampton Court, London. 

Mr. de Klerk. 61, dis- 


closed in February that he 
had been having an affair 
with Georgiadis for sever- 
al years. The couples were 
friends and shared fre- 
quent holidays in London 
and the Greek islands. 

“I have already instruct- 
ed my attorney to proceed 
with a divorce action. Mrs. 
Georgiadis is likewise 
busy with a divorce action 
and we plan to marry each 
other when that has been 
finalised,” Mr. de Klerk 
told the paper. 


Mrs. de Klerk is about to 
release a book about her 
marriage. 

Mr. de Klerk repudiated 
apartheid in 1990 and 
began discussions with 
Mr. Mandela on a transi- 
tion from white domina- 
tion to democracy. 

Mr. Mandela defeated 
Mr. de Klerk in the coun- 
try's first all-race elections 
in 1994. Mr. de Klerk 
retired from politics last 
year, saying be wanted to 
write an’ autobiography. 


East German state votes 
in key test for Kohl 


MAGDEBURG, Germany 
( R ) — Voters in the Eastern 
German state of Saxony- 
Anhalt went to the polls 
Sunday in a state election 
that is seen as an important 
test of voter sentiment 
before September’s federal 
election. 

Voter surveys predict 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
Christian Democrats (CDU) 
will be soundly defeated by 
the Social Democrats 
(SPDj, who have” skilfully 
tapped into local frustration 
over failed promises of 
German unity and turned it 
against Mr. Kohl. 

Seven weeks after crush- 
ing Mr. Kohl in another 
state vote in Lower Saxony, 
the SPD are also eager to 
use Saxony-Anhait as a fur- 
ther^pringboard in their 
drive to oust Mr. Kohl. 
Europe’s longest-serving 
leader. in September’s 
national ballot. 

In national voter surveys, 
the SPD is already around 
eight percentage points 
ahead of Mr. Kohl’s conser- 
vatives with five months 
remaining before the feder- 
al balioL 

The 6S-year-old chancel- 
lor, who was jeered at cam- 


paign appearances in 
Saxony-Anhait. tried to 
lower expectations for his 
parry by telling a CDU 
gathering in the West that a 
weak result would not mean 
September’s election was 
lost. 

“The election result 
(Sunday) is one thing, ihe 
general election is some- 
tiling else.” Mr. Kohl said in 

a speech in the western 
town of Neuss Saturday. 

Polling stations in the 
depressed state of Saxony- 
Anhait west of Berlin 
opened at S a.m. <0600 
GMTi. The first exit polls 
are due to be announced by 
the major television net- 
works just after the polls 
close at 6 p.m. (1800 
GMT). 

The skies were mostly 
clear early Sunday when the 
2.2 million eligible voters 
began casting their ballots, 
but showers were expected 
later in the day. 

Mr. Kohl won reelection 
in 1990 and 1994 thanks to 
strong support from the for- 
merly Communist East. But 
this time, opinion polls pre- 
dict. the chancellor could 
lose tite East. 

Industrial and social dis- 


location since the collapse 
of Communism have been 
traumatic. The unemploy- 
ment rate in the east is more 
than double that in the West. 
The situation is most criti- 
cal in Saxonv-Anhali, once 
home to the Communist 
smokestack industries that 
have Jong since shut down. 

Voters in Saxony-Anhait, 
which has the highest job- 
less rare in Germany of 25 
per cent, blame the veteran 
chancellor and the CDU for 
the unemployment and 
stagnating economy rather 
than the SPD. who have 
governed from the capital in 
Magdeburg since 1994. 

Mr. Kohl’s CDU are seen 
falling to 26 per cent of the 
vote in the belJ-shaped stale 
of three million from 34 per 
cent in 1994 and 39 per cent 
in 1990, according to a 
voter survey published 
Friday by the dimap 
research institute. 

The SPD is seen gaining 
eight points to 42 per cent in 
Saxony-Anhait. The SPD 
has shared power since 
1994 in a minority coalition 
with the greens party. The 
coalition relied on support 
from the reform Communist 
Party of Democratic 


Socialism (PDS>. 

The PDS is expccred to 
win about 20 per cent. 

Pollsters predict that the 
greens may not win the nec- 
essary* live per cent to qual- 
ify for seats in the assembly. 
The Dimap poll gave the 
Greens three per cent, down 
from 5.1 percent. 

The Liberal Free 
Democrats (FDP) could 

qualify with five per cent, 
up from 3.6 per cent in 
1994. 

The Dimap poll also said 
Lhe far-right German 
Peoples Union (DVU) 
could jump to six per cent 
and make Saxony-Anhait 
the first stale in the east 
with the far-right in the state 
assembly. 

Mr. Kohl campaigned 
extensively in Saxony- 
Anhait. but was taunted by 
whistles and jeers at rallies 
over his widely derided 
1990 prediction of an eco- 
nomic boom in the East. 

His SPD challenger. 
Lower Saxony Premier 
Gerhard Schroeder, has also 
led campaign rallies. Mr. 
Schroeder promised to cur 
unemployment and keep 
federal financial aid flow ing 
to the East. 


4 Sherpas 
swept away 
by 

avalanche 
on Mount 
Annapurna 

KATHMANDU (AFP) — 
Four high-altitude Nepalese 
mountain guides employed by 
an Italian team were swept 
away by an avalanche near the 
peak of 8.091-metre Mount 
Annapurna in the Himalayas, 
police said Sunday. 

The accident occurred 
Saturday between camp one at 
5.600-metres and camp two at 
6.100-metres, a police officer 
said. 

The tourism ministry said it 
was aware of the accident but 
was awaiting detailed infor- 
mation and confirmation of 
the fate of the four Sberpas. 

Bad weather prevented an 
army rescue helicopter from 
reaching the Annapurna base- 
camp Sunday. 

The four-member Italian 
team is led- by Mario Luniano 
PenzerL 

Reports reaching 

Kathmandu said none of the 
Italian climbers was hurt when 
the avalanche struck. 


Looming crisis in Anglo- Argentine 
relations over Falklands restrictions 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) 
— A crisis is looming in 
relations between Britain 
and Argentina over new 
restrictions on companies 
mining on the Falkland 
islands without permission 
from Buenos Aires. 

At mid-week the 
Argentine Senate approved 
a law that would sanction 
any company that plans on 
exploiting the island’s 
minerals and natural 
resources. 

The proposed law. which 
still needs presidential 
approval, was presented by 
Senator Eduardo Menem, 
bead of the senate foreign 
affairs committee and 
brother to President Carlos 
Menem. 

The move is part of a 
diplomatic dance seven 
months before the presi- 
dent travels to London on 
an official visit. 

The underlying issue is 
ownership of ihe 
windswept islands, known 
here as the Malvinas. 

Argentina has claimed 
the islands. located almost 
2,000 kilometres southeast 
of Buenos Aires, since 
British rule began in 1 833. 
In 1982 .Argentina invaded 
the islands, but then lost a 
bitter 74-dav war to 


Britain. 

Although a new war is 
out of the question. 
President Menem has 
repeatedly vowed that the 
islands will return to 
Argentina before the year 
2000, even if this means 
joint ownership with 
Britain. 

A weekend trip to the 
Falklapds by British 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Tony Lloyd could however 
begin to smooth relations 
between the two countries. 

Mr. Lloyd is scheduled 
to visit a military cemetery 
at Port Stanley, the main 
city on the largest island, 
w'here British soldiers are 
buried. 

Some 237 Argentine sol- 
diers who died in battle are 
also buried at Port Stanley, 
and legislators have for- 
mally asked the president 
to do whatever is neces- 
sary to get the Falkland 
authorities to allow an 
Argentine flag io fly over 
their cemetery. 

However the Uruguayan 
news service Mercopress 
quoted Falklands 

Governor Richard Ralph 
as saying that an Argentine 
flag over a Port Darwin 
cemetery was “a fantasy.” 

Falklands council mem- 


ber William Lux ton even 
said thaphe could person- 
ally pull any Argentine 
flag out and burn it. 
according to Mercopress. 

"The whole issue makes 
me nervous,” said 
Falklands council member 
Richard Cockwell. accord- 
ing to the news agency. 
“What ought to be seen as 
a humanitarian gesture 
could be interpreted as a 
political victory for 
Argentina.” 

Deputy Luis Rubeo. 
summing up the general 
feeling on the mainland, 
indicated it was a "lack of 
respect” for Falklands offi- 
cials to refuse to place an 
Argentine flag over the 
cemetery. 

"They seem to forget that 
the war ended, and that the 
.Argentine and British gov- 
ernments have been since 
1989 looking for a (peace- 
ful) agreement to breach 
their differences " he said. 

Senator Menem said that 
his sanctions proposal was 
in line with the 1994 
Argentine constitution, 
which mandates every 
government to insist on 
Argentine sovereignty 
over the Falklands, 
Georgias and South 
Sandwich islands. 


Lebed’s future gets pushed into Siberian ballot boxes 


KRASNOYARSK. Russia 
(AFP) — Siberians turned 
out unusually high numbers 
Sunday for a regional elec- 
tion here crucial to the 
political future of former 
Russian general and presi- 
dential hopeful Alexander 
Lebed. 

By early afternoon 
turnout was 36 per cent, 
well above the minimum 25 
per cent for a valid election, 
an electoral commission 
official reported. 

“The participation is more 
than double that in elections 
to the local parliament six 
months ago." he said. 

Mr. Lebed, once Russia's 
most popular politician wbo 
took third place in the 1996 
presidentiELl poll and negoti- 
ated a peace settlement in 
Chechenya that year, has 
made no secret of his ambi- 
tion to become Russian 
president after Boris Yeltsin 
in the year 2000. He is hop- 
ing a high turnout will help 
him to win, if not outright 
then at least in a runoff. 

“I think the poll will be 
between 70 and 75 per cent 
because even people usually 
indifferent to politics are 
interested in this election,” 
Gen. Lebed said Sunday, 
adding: “That gives me 
hope.” 

Gen. Lebed, resident in 
Moscow, is not entitled to 



Reserve General Alexander Lebed leaves a polling sta- 
tion. The vast Siberian region of Krasnoyarsk voted 
Sunday in an election which could make or break Mr. 
Lebed ; s bid to become Russian president (Reuters 
photo) 


vote, but made a visit to one 
of the polling stations. 

Gen. Lebed’s opponents 
dismiss him as a carpet- 
bagger. His chief rival, out- 
going Krasnoyarsk regional 
Governor Valery Zubov, 
said: “I don’t think people 
will vote for strangers who 
hardly know the big prob- 


lems of this region.” 

One voter, a 50 year-old 
telecommunications engi- 
neer, explained why he was 
not voting for the general: 
“We know Zubov very well 
and General Lebed very lit- 
tle. Maybe he's a big politi- 
cian but people are always 
afraid of votins for the 


unknown.” 

General Lebed’s retort: 
“It’s an ancient Russian 
custom: people would 

rather keep a bad chief they 
know than take on an 
unknown.” 

Gen. Lebed, an ex-nation- 
: al security council secretary 
who faded from the lime- 
light after Mr. Yeltsin 
sacked him. faces stiff com- 
petition. A loss could rele- 
gate him to a political 
wilderness more inhos- 
pitable than Siberia's frozen 
tundras. 

Polls place him second 
behind Mr. Zubov. He is 
trailed by Communist can- 
didate Piotr Romanov, fol- 
lowed far behind by a string 
of lesser-known aspirants. 

If none of the names on 
the ballot paper clears 50 
per cent of the votes, a sec- 
ond round election is to be 
organised. 

The region is a tempting 
prize, one of the largest and 
richest in Russia, covering 
an area four times that of 
France. 

Should he become gover- 
nor. Gen. Lebed would 
automatically have a seat in 
the upper house of parlia- 
ment. the Federation 
Council, providing him 
with a political and admin- 
istrative launch pad for his 
bid to succeed Mr. Yeltsin. 
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Visionary move 


HIS MAJESTY’ King Hussein's decision to open 
up the Hashem 1 satellite communications chan- 
nel to the private sector at a reduced cost and in 
particular to Internet Service Providers (ISPs), is 
a move that is guaranteed to advance the 
Kingdom's information base and open new hori- 
zons for its young. His Majesty has always been 
sacrificing his earthly belongings for the good of 
Jordan and its people. At the recent meeting in 
Aqaba he told the government that if it found his 
personal residence there standing in the way of 
developing the port city, it should not hesitate to 
utilise it as need be. And two years ago, be donat- 
ed his own palace, the Hashimiyeb, to orphans. 

Access to advanced telecommunications chan- 
nels at a reasonable cost is fundamental to the 
development of the Kingdom In this day and age. 
when the world has turned into a global village 
and information has become vital in all fields. 

The Internet is the wealthiest source of informa- 
tion today and also a popular means of communi- 
cations that has proven to be faster and more effi- 
cient than the classical means of communications 
including the mail system and the fax machine. 

Since he believes that the development of the 
country starts with the development of its human 
resources, the King took the unconventional deci- 
sion to allow civilian use of military communica- 
tions and made that contingent on ensuring that 
all public schools have access to the Internet in 
return. 

Allowing the Kingdom's children access to the 
World Wide Web will usher them into the largest 
educational environment, and will offer themthe 
means to communicate with the rest of the world, 
■an exercise that has proven its power nr opening 
up new personal horizons and offering insight into 
world cultures. 

This, accompanied with access to the technology 
necessary to hook up to the Internet, such as com- 
puters and modems, will ensure that our children 
are updated on the latest innovations in the field. 
That will enable them to compete with the rest of 
the world in the future. 

What remains to be seen now is how the ISPs, in 
conjunction with the Ministry of Education and 
the military, are planning to hook up all these 
schools in a manner that will allow ail children 
enough time on the web. 

Reduced fees for telecommunications lease lines, 
especially for schools, will help make the vision of 
an information-driven society possible. 

What is equally important is for the Ministry of 
Education to put together the means to install 
enough hardware and appropriate software at 
these schools so that this opportunity is not limit- 
ed to a select few, but to all. What comes before 
that would be to ensure that there are enough per- 
sonnel with computer and Internet expertise to 
teach children how to surf the Net and to ensure 
that they won't drown in the wide sea of informa- 
tion that boasts sharks amidst its waves alongside 
the tastv sea fruits and beautiful seashells. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i’s Mahmoud Rimawi addressed die 
Palestinians declaration that they will proclaim an 
independent Palestinian state in May next year, saying 
this is the Palestinian people’s right which was 
endorsed in the Oslo accords. But such plans require 
ample preparations especially as the Israelis are threat- 
ening to take counter action once the Palestinian state 
has been declared, cautioned the writer. He said the 
Palestinians are in dire need of national unity as they 
face self determination and they ought to join ranks, 
rally all the political groups and end their differences so 
as to be ready for the big event. Hamas and the 
Palestinian National Authority on the one hand, and the 
various factions living abroad on the other, should rally 
together and adopt a unified stand before such a decla- 
ration and should all be ready to confront the counter 
Israeli actions under any circumstances, Rimawi said. 
He said since the declaration of an independent state is 
a decision of destiny all political forces in Palestine 
should be ready for it in all respects. 


AI Arab A1 Ya win’s Marwan Hazine called for 
genuine solidarity and coordination among Arab states 
to face common challenges and to achieve common 
goals. There can be no chance for Arab states to achieve 
any progress in their quest to regain their lands occu- 
pied by Israel, with U.S. backing, and it should be dear 
that every' Arab country is targeted by the U.S. -Israeli 
alliance, warned the writer. The Madrid conference, he 
said, brought anew challenge which, at the time, should 
have unified the Arab countries. Hazine said. But, he 
said, the Arabs have, since that conference, shown signs 
of weakness and capitulation to the U.S.-Israeli hege- 
mony. The writer said all the Arab states should show 
real concern over what is happening in Palestine, and 
act on that concern with real help to the Palestinians. 
He added that all Arab states should stand by Syria and 
Lebanon in the face of Israel’s new plots against the two 
countries and its conditions for withdrawing from the 
occupied Lebanese territory. 


Economic Review 


Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


The new age of competition 


possible through anti-trust laws 


A RECENT incident reported in 
the media last week reminds one 
that little things can cause cata- 
strophes. 

The thrust in tourism is aimed at 
generating more value added, and 
the only way to do that is through 
competition. But an almost three- 
year-old regulation threatens to 
take competition in tourism back 
to the dark ages on a one-way 
ticket. 

In 1995. a regulation was enact- 
ed allowing entry of the private 
sector into the tour bus segment, 
thus endiog a 20-year monopoly 
of the Jordan Express Tourist 
Transport (JETTj company, on 
condition that entrants had to have 
a minimum capital of JD10 mil- 
lion and a fleet of at least 50 
buses. The justification at the 
time was that only large compa- 
nies could provide quality prod- 
ucts. The substantial investment 
was a guarantee that the owners of 
such enterprises would provide 
such first rate services. The regu- 
lation was hailed, then as revolu- 
tionary and life-saving because it 
came as a result of the inability of 
JETT to meet the rise in demand 
caused by the 1994 peace treaty 
between Jordan and Israel, which 
seemed to usher in a new era of 
tourism-based prosperity. 

Last week travel agents com- 
plained that the three operators. 
Alpha Co.. Petra Co. and JETT, 
had been artificially pushing the 
prices up for bus rentals since 


September 1997. Furthermore, 
buses can only be obtained 
through one office and consumers 
do not have a choice of the size of 
the bus they can rem. 

When confronted with accusa- 
tions of monopoly-like behaviour, 
some of the managers of these 
companies stressed that they were 
not a monopoly because they were 
different companies run by differ- 
ent people. This answer is naive 
and ignorant of the underpinnings 
of the draft anti-trust law. 

Under the new law, if authorities 
determine that an agreement, 
implicit or explicit, took place 
among the would-be competitors, 
then their act would be deemed as 
reducing competition and would 
immediately be considered ille- 
gal. In fact, if collusion is proved, 
die three companies would be 
considered offenders and they 
would be sued and forced to com- 
pensate the travel agents for dam- 
ages and pay substantial fines. 
And if they charged the same 
prices and regulated their outputs, 
then they have acted as a cartel 
which would definitely be illegal 
under Jordan's first piece of anti- 
trust legislation. 

But why did new bus companies 
not enter the market and compete 
with the supposed colluders? 
Logic demands that in the exis- 
tence of a bonanza, entry would 
stan and continue until the jtfice 
of the colluders is driven down to 
the level of the average cost at 


which point entry would stop and 
the cartel would have lost its 
power to control the market. This 
did not happen, in spite of the fact 
that the price was increased by 
over 30% while the quality of the 
service declined. 

It was the regulation of 1995 
that stopped others from entering 
the market in the first place and 
may have been behind the incen- 
tive to collude. The capital 

requirements are beyond the 
means of possible entrants and the 
50-bus requirement may have 
caused the surplus in buses in the 
first place, as existing competitors 
could not shed the excess in hard 
times. 

Acts that are similar to the 
claimed collusive behaviour of the 
private bus companies will find no 
mercy when the anti-trust law is 
passed by Parliament. Therefore, 
to avoid having courtrooms filled 
with offenders, in the coming few 
months businesses and legislators 
must educate themselves about 
the nuances of competition and 
adjust their views, perceptions 
and understanding of it and learn 
what it really means. The 1995 
regulation may be challenged as 
anti-competitive. This would be a 
start in the right direction. The 
draft anti- trust law should prove 
to be one of the most, if not the 
most, important pieces of legisla- 
tion that has graced the Jordanian 
legal landscape. Let’s hope we 
won't have to wait too long. 


M.KAHIL 
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Annan is getting scant thanks 
for doing his Iraq job 


By Stephen S. Rosenfeld 


WASHINGTON — The 
way an unapologetic Kofi 
Annan sees iL the United 
Nations is doing well the 
thankless job that the 
United States and its allies 
handed it when they let the 
Gulf war end with a defiant 
Saddam Hussein still in 
power. 

The Unired Nations is 
owed generous international 
thanks, he believes, for 
averting the attack on Iraq 
that die United States 
threatened just a few weeks 
ago, when Saddam broke 
off aims inspections. 

An attack almost certainly 
would not have located the 
intended special-weapons 
targets. 

It would have unleashed 
unpredictable regional con- 
sequences — and. one 
might add, left Washington 
pretty lonely. It would have 
spelled the end of the inter- 
national inspections that 
have located all the Iraqi 
special weapons so far 
found. It would have made 
Saddam Hussein again a 
hero. 

Yet insread of praise, says 
Mr. Annan (who by now is 
chortling over the rich irony 
of it all), the United Nations 
is reaping political punish- 
ment. 

He performed, according 
to the informed consensus, 
prodigies of U.N. reform in 
response to a U.S. Congress 


that then was unable to 
cough up the money it had 
promised to pay American 
arrearages. 

His agreement of last Feb. 
23 with Saddam Hussein on 
restoring arms inspections, 
and some of his words to his 
host in Baghdad, fed in the 
minds of some Americans, 
including me. the suspicion 
that the United Nations was 
becoming not President 
Hussein’s enforcer but his 
protector instead. 

It was fair in February to 
wonder whether Secretary- 
General Annan was setting 
up a second inspections sys- 
tem that Saddam would 
play against the first. It is no 
less fair in April to note that 
these anxieties have so far 
not proved oul 

Granted. Saddam Hussein 
had a world of time to cheat 
before the second team took 
the field. That team, 
although it found nothing in 
them, got into places the 
first had been unable to 
crack. The U.N. inspectors 
Saddam wanted to fence out 
remain the working core of 
the new team. .And no one is 
complaining that the diplo- 
mats Mr. Annan added to it 
have clogged the process. 

Mr. Annan insists he fully 
shares the powerful 
American interest in not 
only stripping the special 
weapons but ensuring that 
they are not rebuilt. Just as 
reclaiming Kuwait from 
Iraq took “men on the 


ground." American and 
other troops, so making 
inspections also requires 
“people on the ground," 
which requires in turn a 
measure of Iraqi consent. 

He stands behind Richard 
Butler, the Australian chief 
inspector, who. he says, 
thinks that ‘'some progress" 
has been made but that it 
will take another year, if 
Iraq cooperates effectively, 
to provide the necessary 
certification that Iraq is 
diny-borab-ffee. Until that 
happens, he says, the sanc- 
tions do not come under 
review. 

Even rhen. monitoring of 
suspect sites must go~ on 
“indefinitely." That the 
newly inspected “presiden- 
tial sites” were found clean 
provides “no basis" for 
Russia and Egypt to say that 
the time for lifting sanctions 
is already at hand. The Iraqi 
opening that brought 
inspectors into those sites 
was limited and “tactical” 
and needs to be made con- 
tinuous and "strategic." he 
told Saddam. 

I ask whether the 
American culture of trying 
to bring justice to the likes 
of Saddam Hussein contra- 
dicts the U.N. culture of 
universal acceptance. Not 
here, answers Mr. Annan. 
The key resolutions press- 
ing Iraq to open up and dis- 
arm were unanimous. 

I report my shock at once 
seeing the Cambodian mass 


murderer Khieu Samphan 
lounging in a U.N. corridor. 
They get a seat but are not 
treated with the same 
respect. Mr. Annan says. 

"Henry told me." says Mr. 
Annan. That is. Henry 
Kissinger said that he would 
not have sent Mr. Annan to 
Baghdad in February, but 
that Mr. Annan had done 
“brilliantly" what the 
Security Council — includ- 
ing the United States — 
instructed him to do. Some 
on Capitol Hill demand the 
removal ■ of Saddam 
Hussein, but that was not 
part of Mr. Annan's Security 
Council mandate, which 
was to restore die inspec- 
tions. 

Mr. Annan is visibly trou- 
bled by the plight of Iraqi 
civilians. But he believes 
that the approved food-for- 
oil loophole in the U.N. 
economic sanctions on Iraq 
can meet the “basic needs” 
of the population. For its 
further national require- 
ments, Iraq remains under a 
regime of sanctions tied to 
proven disarmament. 

Mr. Annan is hopeful 
nursing the “consensus" he 
now enjoys with the Clinton 
administration. Iraq's inten- 
tion to treat the presidential- 
site inspections as its last 
obligation could bring an 
early test of whether that 
condition will endure. 


— International Herald 
Tribune 
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Human 


Market economy 
needs to 
step on the brakes 

By Dr. Waleed M- Sadi 


THERE IS a chorus of voices across the world catt- 
ing for greater and more determined efforts to 
humanise the forces of market economy. The tempo 
of these voices picks up each day as the hardships, 
that ensue from raw market economic policies 
become clearer. What many economists are now 
suggesting is a market economy with a human face. 
Without putting men and women as the focal point 
for development, market economy becomes a theatre 
for exploitation, poverty, greed and discrimination. 
What is needed, therefore, are restraints on market 
economy so that negative social results can be 
avoided or dealt with. As is, the poverty stricken 
sectors of many societies, especially in the develop- 
ing world, which are applying the market economy 
model are totally neglected and their lot is becoming 
increasingly unbearable. 

Actually this kind of criticism is not without para- 
meters. The International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights (ICESC) sets the ground 
rules for development across the board. There are 
certain rights belonging to every man, woman and 
child that must be protected and promoted within 
the framework of any macro economic policy be it 
market Economy oriented or otherwise. Recent stud- 
ies have indicated that under “non-petrolied” market 
economy conditions, the plight of die poor stands to 
be exacerbated. The gap between the rich and poor 
is also projected to widen. Corruption and organised 
crime are features of unfettered market economies. 
Economic, sexual and political exploitation would 
be the main results of uncontrolled market economy. 

There is therefore a pressing call pause, for deep 
reflection and stock-taking before countries, espe- 
cially the poor ones, plunge blindly into market 
economies. We have seen dire consequences here In 
Jordan as a result of the economic restructuring that 
we were talked into adopting and applying. There is 
no denying that poverty has increased among our 
midst. Unemployment has also gone up. So bas 
crime and other social ills. Even organised crime has 
sneaked into our society. Greed drives people away 
from traditional values. The spiritual dimension of 
life is reduced to nil only to be preempted by mate- 
rial gains and objectives. That is why we also need 
to reflect more on the kind of economy that we seem 
to be pursuing with vigour. 

Any economy has to be judged by its conse- 
quences. If the outcome of a policy, be it political, 
social, economic, or cultural, is negative for most of 
the.peopje.jben it needs to be shelved f or amended 
accordingly.' "We have become lax about so many 
positive attributes of o or « tradi t i o n al -society- under 
the pressure of economic forces. The alarming sto- 
ries that we now hear about the drug crisis should be 
a warning to all of us. The number of HIV/AJDS 
cases is also increasing in the country. So is smok- 
ing. Our environment is being threatened, and the 
quality of our food, water and air is also eroding. 
Privatisation may indeed exacerbate these negative 
results unless we apply some brakes to our current 
national economy. Now is the time to stop and think 
before the crisis becomes unmanageable. 



Breaking stereotypes 


To the editor: 


I WOULD like to refer to two articles published recent- 
ly in the Jordan Times. 


The first is the report on the proposed Christian- 
Islamic dialogue. I highly applaud HRH Crown Prince 
El Hassan bin Talal for his call to renew a Christian- 
Islamic Dialogue. There are a multitude of incorrect 
stereotypes that perpetuate in the West abour the peo- 
ples and politics of the Middle East. The issue of depic- 
tion and portrayal is something which is being brought 
up in classes here quite often by both students and 
teachers. 


I think an active, concerted campaign must be initiat- 
ed to correct the stereotypes and waves of distortion 
which continue to plague the Arab and Islamic peoples. 

The second is the letter written by the Palestinian 
National Authority’s (PNA) Bassam Abu Sherif to U-S. 
Senator Connie Mack. The letter articulates exaedy the 
points which should be emphasised to further 
Palestinian rights and to combat the often unfair por- 
trayal of the Palestinian people. I think this ties in 
directly with Crown Prince Hassan ’s call for dialogue 
so that finally we can remove stereotypes and project 
the many positive aspects of Arab and Islamic society. 


Marwan Daond Hanania 
Cornell University 
New York, USA 


Land sale assurances 


To the editor: 


IN RESPONSE to the letter to the editor from die 
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Jordan, U.S. commemorate 150 th anniversary of 
Lt. Lynch’s exploration of Jordan River and Dead Sea 


THE VERY special Jordan 
Valley and Dead Sea region 
has always attracted pio- 
neers and very special peo- 
ple — including some of 
the world’s first settled vil- 
lagers over 10,000 years 
ago, some of the world’s 
first town dwellers over 
5,000 years ago, some of 
the Abrahamic faiths’ earli- 
est major prophets between 
4000 and 2000 years ago, 
and — exactly 150 years 
ago this month — an Amer- 
ican exploratory and scien- 
tific expedition led by Lt. 
William Francis Lynch of 
the U.S. Navy. 

Lt. Lynch has never 
achieved the worldwide 
fame of some of his col- 
leagues who, between 1840 
and 1850, explored the 
North Pacific, the South 
Atlandc, China, Japan and 
the Amazon Basin, such as 
Commodore William Perry 
and Lieutenant W illiam 
Herndon. So it is appropri- 
ate that Jordan and the 
United States this month 
remember and honour the 
important scientific 

achievements and feats of 
personal courage that were 
accomplished by Ll Lynch 
and his 50-strong party, 
including 20 Americans. 
They made the first known 
successful boat journey and 
detailed survey of the entire 
Jordan River and Dead Sea 
region, leaving behind 
detailed maps and baseline 
scientific date that remain 
valid and useful today. 

The Amman-based Amer- 
ican Centre of Oriental 
Research (ACOR) last 
week sponsored a brief 
official ceremony com- 
memorating the 150th 
anniversary of the Lynch 
.expedition. Held at the new 
Amman Municipality hall/ 
jjhe ceremony , included the- > 
■unveiling of a plaque pre- 
sented to Jordan by U.S. 
Rear Admiral Charles W. 
Moore, Jr., ACOR's publi- 
cation of a commemorative 
booklet on the Lynch expe- 
dition by Professor Robert 
E. Rook of Fort Hays State 
University in Kansas, a lec- 
ture by Dr. Rook, and brief 
comments by HRH Prince ' 
Ra’ad bin ZeidU United 
States Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Wesley Egan, and 
ACOR Director Dr. Pierre 
Bikai. 

The booklet, lecture and 
comments at the ceremony 
all echoed several themes 
about the Jordan River Val- 
ley’s unique combination of 
natural beauty, wealth of 
antiquities, profound spiri- 
tual associations, and 
enduring geo-strategic 
importance. All these rea- 
sons — along with the 
intangible element of per- 
sonality — prompted 
Lynch to ask his govern- 
ment for “permission to cir- 
cumnavigate and thorough- 
ly explore the Lake Asphal- 
ties or Dead Sea." 

His request approved. 
Lyuch took command of 
the U.S.S. Supply, which 
set off on November 26, 
1847 with a cargo of two 


r- 1- . 



Above, sketch of ruined bridge of Semakh. Below, sketch of caravan of expedition with camels drawing the metal boats. Orig- 
inal sketches are from Lt. William Francis Lynch’s United States Expedition to the Jordan River and the Dead Sea in 1948. 


metal boats (one copper 
and one iron) and 13 
“young, muscular, native- 
bom Ameri cans , of sober 
habits.” who had sworn not 
to touch alcohol or tobacco 
during the trip. Three 
months later, the party 
reached Constantinople 
(Istanbul) where it secured 
permission to explore the 
Jordan Valley from the 
Ottoman Sultan Abdul 
Mejid, and then sailed to 
Acre in north Palestine. 

Lynch and his party made 
the overland trek from Acre 
to Tiberias, where they 
finally launched the wo 
metal boats, the Fanny 
Masop, pnd .the Fanny Skin-, 
ner, on the Seat>f GalHee in 
early 'April; T 848/ The trip! 
down the Jordan River took 
eight days, and quickly 
confirmed to Lynch that the 
holy river was far too 
meandering and tempestu- 
ous to be feasible for large- 
scale commercial naviga- 
tion. One of his main moti- 
vations for the expedition 
was to explore possibilities 
for commercial communi- 
cation routes between the 
United States and Asia via 
the Middle East (he was 
particularly upset, it seems, 
to find only British cloth on 
sale in Karak, and no Amer- 
ican-made goods). 

A parallel party explored 
the surrounding river banks 
on fooL They collected 
mineral and biological sam- 
ples, surveyed archaeologi- 
cal sites (including Um 
Qais, Pella, and Masada), 
and made very careful mea- 
surements and observations 
on all aspects of the region, 
including the water compo- 
sition, depth and tempera- 
ture; flora and fauna; 
weather; topography; and 
human culture. 

On April 18, 1848, the 
Lynch party arrived at the 
Dead Sea, in the company 
of their protectors and 
guides from the area. 


notably Akil el-Hassee 
from Nazareth, Sherif 
Hazza’ of Mecca, Sherif 
Mas ’ad, Emir Nassir Arar 
Guzzhawy from the valley, 
and unnamed sheikhs from 
the Bani Sakhr tribes. 
Lynch's slightly haughty 
attitude to his Arab hosts 
and colleagues — “graceful 
savage” was one term of 
relative endearment he used 
for el-Hassee — was some- 
what common for that time, 
when imperially inclined 
industrial powers from the 
north assumed that the 
world was a stage on which 
they were destined to per- 
form their national deeds. 

Lynch was ; typical of 
many in 19th century 
Anglo-Saxon 'society who 
looked down on Middle 
Easterners and Islam in 
general as inferior, requir- 
ing Christianity, mod- 
ernism, freedom and 
democracy to pull out of 
their backward state (a 
view apparently still held 
by some in the Anglo- 
Saxon world, but merciful- 
ly fewer today than in 
Lynch’s time). Professor 
Rook notes that “untapped 
potential, corrupt gover- 
nance, and decadent reli- 
gion became prominent 
themes in Lynch’s intellec- 
tual navigation of the Mid- 
dle East.” Seeing the rich 
lands of the Jordan Valley, 
Rook says. Lynch imagined 
a new society of indepen- 
dent shopkeepers and small 
fanners, “in short. Lynch 
saw a fertile medium for 
the duplication of American 
republicanism.” 

Rook and ACOR are to be 
commended for honestly 
depicting this awkward side 
of Lynch’s character and 
his time, a comprehensive 
and truthful approach that 
makes this year’s emphasis 
on Lynch's achievements 
all the more credible and 
appropriate. Among the 
most enduring and signifi- 


cant aspects of the Lynch 
voyage, as Dr. Patricia 
Bikai of ACOR notes in her 
preface to the booklet, “as 
both their orders and their 
actions show, the expedi- 
tion came in peace.” 

The Lynch party spent 
three weeks exploring the 
Dead Sea and its surround- 
ings, rested a few days in 
Jerusalem, then travelled to 
Jaffa on the Mediterranean 
coast. They then returned to 
the Lake Tiberias area with- 
out their metal boats and 
explored the region north- 
wards, up to the source of 
the Jordan River. From 
there they continued on to 
Damascus, Baalbek and 
Beirut, which they reached 
on June 30 (where a parrjr 
member, Lt. John B. Dale, 
died from fever), finally 
sailing for home via Malta 
on July 30. 

The fact that only one 
member of the party died in 
the region was itself quite 
an achievement; the previ- 
ous two men who had led 
expeditions to the Dead Sea 
both died in the process 
(Ireland's Christopher 
Costigan in 1 835 and Great 
Britain’s Thomas 

Molyneux in 1847. whom 
Lynch commemorated by 
naming two points on the 
Lisan Peninsula after 
them). 

Professor Rook says the 
Lynch expedition should be 
recognised as “one of the 
great exploratory adven- 
tures of the last 300 years," 
due to the hazards of the 
time, the detailed and accu- 
rate scientific data that was 
collected, and the breadth 
of interest of the expedi- 
tionary team. He says the 
Lynch expedition and the 
books it spawned were 
instrumental in prompting 
Americans to visit the Mid- 
dle East in the late 19th 
Century, on trips that were 
stimulated by a combina- 
tion of religious, commer- 


cial, geo-strategic and sheer 
adventure impulses. 

The Jordanian Royal 
Society for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature has con- 
tributed to the commemora- 
tion of the Lynch v oyage by 
making pertinent comments 
about how the valley's nat- 
ural environment' has 
changed since 1848. The 

t rdan River is a mere 
adow of what it was 
when Lynch reported it to 
be “from 35 to 60 yards in 
width," five to six feet 
deep, with 27 rapids and 
five islands (one island 
being large and wooded), 
often characterised by 
“clear water," “cascades" 
and “breathless velocity." 
“The RSCN notes now that 
“the extraction of water 
from the Jordan River and 
its catchment has reduced 
this once noble river to a 
mere trickle (....j and 
stretches in the far south are 
virtually dry in summer. 

The Dead Sea. for its pan. 
has shrunk in tandem with 
its famous companion river. 
The sea Lynch mapped was 
one unit, not broken into 


northern and southern 
basins as it is today. The 
three geographical features 
named after the three West- 
ern explorers of the sea 
Point Costigan, Point 
Molyneux. and Lynch’s 
Strait, have all disappeared 
due to the drying up of the 
southern pan of lhe sea. 

The great variety and 
beauty of plant and animal 
life Lvncb recorded has 
also diminished over time, 
due to the impact of human 
activity. He described idyl- 
lic scenes of shorelines 
fringed with oleander, wil- 
low. tamarisk, oak, cedar, 
strawberry, flowers and 
grasses that “presented a 
surface of luxurious beau- 
ty.” The wildlife indige- 
nous to the river banks. 
Lynch recorded, included 
fish. hawks, herons, 
pigeons, ducks, storks, 
nightingales. swallows, 
wild boar and tiger (though 
the RSCN says the tiger 
tracks Lynch’ mentioned 
were probably from a leop- 
ard. a species still known to 
live in the wild in parts of 
the West Bank; the last 


known leopard 
in Jordan was 
shot in 1987). 

The- booklet 
published bv 
ACOR 

reviews Lhe 
very complex 
domestic and global con- 
text in which the Lynch 
mission took place, includ- 
ing Lynch’s being attacked 
by American politicians 
who wanted to exploit any 
issue for partisan purposes. 
The American people, 
however, seem to have 
backed Lynch's position, 
for they avidly bought and 
read the books he" wrote 
upon his return home — 
Narrative of the United 
States Expedition to the 
River Jordan and the Dead 
Sea (2849). the more tech- 
nical Official Report of the 
United States' Expedition 
to Explore the Dead Sea 
and the River Jordan 
(1852), and Commerce 
and Lhe Holy Land (i860) 
which included his call for 
a trade route to the Far 
East via the Middle East. 
He suggested building a 
canal between the upper 
Jordan Valley and the 
Mediterranean, linked to 
road, rail and canal sys- 
tems to the Arabian Gulf. 

On April 21, 1861. dur- 
ing the U.S. Civil War, 
Lynch resigned from the 
U.S. Navy and served the 
Confederate Navy. With 
tiie end of the w-ar. he sur- 
rendered to federal author- 
ities, and died six months 
later on October 17, 1865. 

Dr. Bikai noted that the 
remembrance of "this his- 
torical episode from the 
distant past has implica- 
tions for today," while 
Ambassador Egan called it 
appropriate 8 ’'occasion' 
to -recognise Lynch’s sci- 
entific -achievements • and- 
to reflect on that era." 
Admiral Moore said, “the 
spirit of friendship and 
peaceful cooperation 
between Jordan and the 
United States” remains a 
guiding principle of bilat- 
eral contacts today as it 
was in Lynch’s time, and 
that Lynch as a person left 
behind an important lega- 




cy of service and friend- 
ship. Prince Ra’ad said the 
plaque that would be dis- 
played in Jordan would 
always remind people of 
the "great legacy of infor- 
mation and knowledge" 
.that Lynch left behind, and 
would’ stimulate Jordani- 
ans and Americans to con- 
tinue working together for 
; the common good. 

The 32-page bookler 
published by ACOR to 
commemorate the 1 50th 
anniversary of the Lynch 
expedition contains beauti- 
ful reproductions of origi- j 
nal sketches — including 
everyone’s favourite of the 
metal boats on wheels 
being drawn by camels. 
Some of the drawings 
show antiquities and natur- 
al formations that no 
longer exist, and one strik- 
ing drawing shows the 
once substantial width of 
the river that explains why 
it was once considered as a 
feasible international mar- 
itime route. The booklet is 
available for purchase at 
ACOR (tel. 5346117) for 
JD 10. The maps repro- 
duced in the ACOR book- 
let are particularly fasci- 
nating. Though produced 
150 years ago, they contin- 
ued to be used well into 
this century, and the tech- 
nical information on the 
Dead Sea and Jordan River 
remains today as a stan- 
dard against which to mea- 
sure the condition of those 
water bodies. 

.The. ... commemoration 
ceremonies have "been 
undertaken with assistunce 
from the’ United ‘States 
Information Agency, the 
Council of " American 
Overseas Research Cen- 
ters. the Embassy of the 
United States in Jordan, 
the United States Navy, the 
Royal Geographic Centre, 
the Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature, 
and the Municipality of 
Greater Amman. 


Iraq says threats over 
U.N. sanctions serious 


(Continued from page X) 

CUNSCOM) mandated with 
dismantling Iraq's weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Mr. Butler, who has said 
in his report that virtually 
no progress has been made 
in the arms inspections over 
the last six months, has to 
give Baghdad a clean bill of 
health that it has dismantled 
any. remaining banned . 
weapons before sanctions 
can be lifted. 

Iraq says all such 
weapons were destroyed by 
late 1991 and argues that at 
least the trade embargo 
should be lifted as a step- 
ping stone to ending sweep- 
ing sanctions. 

“Iraq was waiting that the 
Security Council discus- 
sions this month focus on 
the • main issue and lead to 
lifting of. the. embargo and 


Iraq still awaits this as a 
right due to its sacrifices ” 
Mr. Abdul-Ghafur said, 

“All the banned weapons 
have been destroyed in line 
with [Security Council] 
Resolution 687 since the 
end of 1991 and all the fac- 
tories and equipment linked 
to these arms have also 
been destroyed and it was 
awaited that the embargo 
be lifted a long time ago,” 
he added 

Senior Iraqi officials have 
lambasted Mr. Butler as a 
U.S. agent for his report, 
saying it was intended to 
achieve Washington's aim 
of keeping Baghdad shack- 
led in sanctions. 

Iraq’s A1 Thawra daily 
newspaper, organ of the rul- 
ing Baath Party, on Sunday 
called for Mr. Butler’s dis- 
missal and said be was 
“worse than a spy’’ who 


submits distorted reports on 
arms inspections in Iraq. 

“We ask the U.N. general 
secretariat to sack Butler... 
because he is not objective 
and not honest,” it said. 

“The role played by But- 
ler to serve American poli- 
cy against Iraq is worse 
than any role played by an 
ordinary spy.” 

Mr. Abdul-Ghafur said a 
Russian draft resolution to 
the Security Council calling 
for the end of inspections of 
nuclear weapons in Iraq did 
not meet Baghdad's aspira- 
tions. 

Iraqi government news- 
papers said on Sunday that 
the Russian draft urged the 
Security Council to move 
the nuclear weapons file 
from a status of “disarma- 
ment” to that of “observa- 
tion.” 


Applying the old schoolyard ‘code’: The Susan McDougal case 


By Brian Brown 

ONE OF the first things 
any child, no matter how 
protective his or her 
upbringing, learns upon 
entering school is the “code 
of the schoolyard.” The 
“code," as it shall be hence- 
forth referred to, stipulates 
that if a child gives infor- 
mation to authority figures 
on the misdeeds of another 
child, the informing party 
shall be subject to the 
ostracism and, frequently, 
physical reprisals of his or 
her peers. Or, to quote the 
title of a song by a superb- 
but-now-defunct band, “A 
kid that tells on another kid 
is a dead kid.” 

I haven’t been in school 
for a while, and they really 
don’t beat you up in college 
for “ratting," “squealing," 
or “informing,” but this 
feature of school life came 
back to me the other night 
while I was flipping 
through die 5,764.5 satel- 


lite channels (that .5 is for 
the Polish station, because 
it only counts half as much 
as other channels) at my 
friend's new apartment and 
saw Susan McDougal 
appear on the screen. It 
reminded me again that the 
code isn’t subject to repeal, 
review, or nullification 
when you leave school and 
enter the real world. 

Ms. McDougal appeared 
in shackles and handcuffs 
at a courthouse to be given 
another chance by a federal 
judge to provide informa- 
tion on the financial scan- 
dal in which the U.S. presi- 
dent and his wife ore 
alleged ro be involved. She 
was ordered by an assistant 
to special investigator Ken- 
neth Starr to rat on the 
Clintons but refused and 
was sent to prison. 

She has been in prison for 
more than a year for not 
breaking the code. 

Now, her self-discipline 
and principle are to be 


admired, even if it is hard 
for some ro understand why 
she would do this for peo- 
ple like Mr. Clinton or his 
wife. Another thing diffi- 
cult to comprehend is why 
she has been singled out for 
a prison term. 

The American public 
believes that the Clintons 
are guilty - of something, but 
they don't care: recent 
opinion polls indicate that 
OP Bill is enjoying one of 
his highest approval ratings 
ever. It's easy to see why 
they don't want Slick Willy 
in jail: he is much more 
entertaining spinning, 
dancing and escaping from 
one scandal to another than 
sitting behind bars in a little 
jail cell in Arkansas. Proba- 
bly more entertaining even 
than former presidents Ger- 
ald Ford (whom I can’t 
offer an opinion on, since I 
wasn’t alive when he took 
over) and George Bush. 
The media, too,” have a 
vested interest in keeping 


Clinton a free man, since 
his now clockwork scan- 
dals are keeping them in 
business. It's difficult to 
believe that he is innocent 
of them all. 

The inquisitor himself. 
Kenneth Starr, doesn't hold 
up to scrutiny too well 
either. Besides questions on 
the ethics of the investiga- 
tion itself and charges 
against his motives, the 
multi-year investigation 
has already cost taxpayers 
$30,000,000 (note to Jorda- 
nians and others living 
here: this represents more 
than one-eighth of the 
annual support the U.S. 
government sends Jordan l. 
One man, whose own prin- 
ciples and ethics are under 
fire, has complete control 
over the lives, careers and 
freedom of other people. 
This sounds like ir hap- 
pened previously in Ameri- 
can political life, but I can’t 
be sure since I attended an 
underfunded public school 


that ran out of money 
before we made it to that 
part of American history. 

Now that I've had my 
say. let me say this: I'm not 
defending Susan McDou- 
gal. because 1 think that 
people that stand up for dis- 
honesty fall into the same 
category. She got off pretty* 
easy too. considering that 
one of the early people 
marked to offer testimony 
on the Whitewater investi- 
gation committed suicide in 
broad daylight in a Wash- 
ington, D.C. public park. 
However. I think it’s odd 
that so many groups oper- 
ate under the code (i.e., 
families, governments, 
tribes, religions, the police, 
the army, and your compa- 
ny. in addition to school- 
children) as a standard fact, 
with impunity, while one 
woman is paying the price. 

The writer is on the editor- 
ial staff of the Jordan 
Times. 



Economy 


Government preparing to launch 
‘road maintenance fund’ next year 


By Saha Ma'ayeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Public Works 
Minister Naser lawzi said 
Sunday said the govern- 
ment had agreed to set up a 
“road maintenance fund" 
to help generate more 
income for the mainte- 
nance of roads across the 
Kingdom. 

A draft law stipulating 
the formation of a board 
and the creation of the fund 
has been approved by the 
government But it will 
only take effect once par- 
liament endorses it and a 
Royal Decree enacts it. he 
told the Jordan Times. 

Jordan would normally 
need at least JD4Q million 
a year — at least wo per 
cent of the total expendi- 
ture — to spend on the 
maintenance of a network 
of roads worth JD2 billion. 
The Kingdom has on aver- 
age allocated between JDS 
and JDIG million a year to 
maintain the network.Such 
a small amount had led to a 
rapid degeneration of many 
roads across Jordan. 

“The draft law, expected 


to be endorsed next year, 
will set up a board to draw 
strategies, policies, plan- 
ning and expediture for the 
maintenance of roads,” Mr. 
Lawzi said. 

‘The basic work of this 
board is to prepare for 
launching this road main- 
tenance fund and the com- 
mittee is working now on 
this target," added Mr. 
Lawzi. 

The fund will be man- 
aged by the private and 
public sectors which will 
have an equal number of 
board members, he said. It 
will be headed by the min- 
istry's deputy under-secre- 
tary. 

Mr. Lawzi said the fund 
will rely on taxes already 
in place and will look into 
new ways to generate 
income from road users. 

He gave no further 
details but ideas floated 
last year to toll users on 
major new highways to 
ensure income for mainte- 
nance, generated a storm of 
protests from the public. 

Mr. lawzi stressed that 
road management should 
shift from building new 


roads to improving the 
existing network which 
expanded from 895 kilo- 
metres in 1950 to 7.519 
kilometres in 1997. 

“We should spend at least 
two per cent of the value of 
roads on maintenance.” 
Mr. Lawzi said. “But we 
have not been doing that." 

Abed Fatah Toukan, 
President of the Jordan 
Road Society, claimed the 
government was misman- 
aging funds it earmarked 
for roads. 

But he said it was using 
only a fraction of the JD70 
million collected in taxes 
each year for road mainte- 
nance, a major move that 
led to the current deteriora- 
tion in the situation of the 
country's roads and high- 
ways. 

“in the past five years, 
the government only spent 
JD7 million on roads 
while the rest went to cover 
other expenses not related 
to road maintenance,” he 
said. 

He said the Amman- 
Mafraq and Amman-Jerash 
highways were among the 
major roads that needed 


dire maintenance in addi- 
tion to the Aqaba-Anunan 
backroad used only by 
trucks. 

"Maintenance should not 
be restricted to roads only,” 
he added. “Funds need to 
be spent on traffic lights, 
road signs, cat eyes and 
other road safety features." 
he said. 

“There should be a com- 
prehensive programme for 
road maintaineace." 

stressed Mr. Toukan. 

He said the society had 
asked both the Upper and 
the Lower Houses of Par- 
liament to hold a special 
session on road safety and 
maintenance plans. 

Mr. Toukan said the ran- 
dom expansion of roads 
across the Kingdom had 
resulted in extending the 
network in an unnecessary 
manner. 

He also said there was no 
proper coordination 

between the ministries of 
transport and of public 
works on roads. 

“We lack a clear cut pol- 
icy on who is responsible 
for the roads.” Mr. Toukan 
stressed. 


Japan puts forward 
historic spending plan 
to rescue economy 


WTO urges India to speed up reforms 


GENEVA (AFP) — India must 
speed up the pace of trade and 
investment reforms to ensure 
stable economic growth, the 
World Trade Organisation has 
said. 

India's gross domestic prod- 
uct (GDP) growth slowed last 
year after growing at an average 
seven per cent since 1993, two 
years after a major reform pro- 
gramme was launched. 

"The recent economic slow- 
down demonstrates the need for 
continued and even accelerated 
reform,” the WTO wrote in a 
trade policy review of India. 

The report said more trans- 
parency in decision-making, 
particularly on Inward invest- 
ment, was necessary for India to 
reach its foreign investment tar- 
gets. 

The WTO pinpointed a num- 
ber of serious obstacles to con- 
tinued economic growth in 
India, including a high public 


sector deficit estimated ar 8.5 
per cent of GDP in 1996/1997. 

Heavy subsidies, many aimed 
at assisting the poor, are a drain 
on government revenue, crowd 
out investment and lead to a 
misailocation of resources, the 
report said. 

Poor infrastructure. particu- 
larly in the power and transport 
sectors, also hinders growth and 
must be tackled, the WTO said. 

The report also urged India to 
quicken industrial restructuring, 
particularly to enable loss mak- 
ing enterprises to shut down to 
release resources for more pro- 
ductive uses. 

India has made large strides in 

trade liberalisation since 199 1_- " 

“blit further steps remap to be.,.- 
taken and are encouraged."' 

Licensing restrictions on cap- 
ital goods imports have been 
removed, while maximum sim- 
ple average tariffs have been cut 
from 71 per cent in 1993 to 


around 35 per cent currently. 

However, substantial varia- 
tions still exist and the number 
of tariffs is still fairly high at 21 
the report said. 

About 32 per cent of all tariff 
lines, mostly for consumer 
goods, are subject to licensing, 
which amounts more or less to 
an import ban. India has 
pledged to phase cut import 
licensing restrictions over a six 
year period 

Also, India continues to con- 
trol imports and exports through 
the use of state-trading monop- 
olies. 

The WTO stressed India had 
failed to adopt similar reforms 
in export" subsidies and incen- 
apyesT 

The government argues that 
India’s array of export incen- 
tives are intended to compen- 
sate for import restrictions. 
These include income tax 
exemptions, subsidised credit. 
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export insurance and guaran- 
tees. 

The scope of such incentives 
‘"increases the possibility of 
resource allocation.” the WTO 
warned 

Agriculture has remained 
outside the purview of reforms 
although it has benefited from 
some price shifts resulting from 
manufacturing sector reforms. 

Around 70 per cent of India's 
929 million population earn 
their livelihood from agricul- 
ture. which contributes over one 
quarter of GDP, compared to 
more than 40 per cent for ser- 
vices. 

On the services .front, jhe . 
WTO said “significant- head- 
way" had been made in liberal-, 
ising telecommunications. But 
the banking sea or remains fair- 
ly closed to foreign investment 
and the insurance sector is still 
monopolised by the govern- 
ment. 

Other service areas, such as 
shipping, roads, ports and air 
are beginning to open up. but 
outside equity in tiiese fields is 
low and substantial administra- 
tive barriers remain. 

Net foreign direct investment 
in India has singed from an 
insignificant amount in 
1990/1991 to about $2.7 bil- | 
lion, or 0.7 per cent of GDP in 
1996/1997. 

Portfolio investment has shot 
up to S2.8 billion from zero in 
the same period. 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan has 
unveiled a record 16.6 trillion 
yen i$ 12S billion ) spending 
package to rescue the world's 
second largest economy from 
recession. 

“To overcome this severe 
economic condition and 
i achieve a strong economic 
recovery, we need to carry out 
drastic measures." the gov- 
ernment said in a statement. 

Spending directly from 
government coffers will total 
12.3 trillion yen and will be 
poured principally into public 
works. Four trillion yen goes 
into income tax cuts over the 
next two years, but permanent 
cuts did not feature. 

The steps were intended “to 
expand domestic demand, 
■strongly push economic 
structural reform and promote 
disposal of bad debts." the 
government said. 

“We need to push these 
measures strongly, in order to 
put the nation's economy on a 
smooth recovery track as 
soon as possible." Prime Min- 
ister Ryutaro Hashimoto told 
a special cabinet meeting. 

Japan has now spent more 
Skin 80 trillion yen. in a string 
of 1 1 spending packages, try- 
ing to pull its economy back 
into shape since the bursting 
of the speculative bubble of 
the late 1980s. 

Despite this, most econo- 
mists agree Japan was in 
recession last year. Official 
growth figures are due out 
next month. 

There are five pillars to the 
latest plan: public works 
spending, tax cuts, economic 
and financial reforms, proper- 
ty market reforms and assis- 
tance to the rest of crisis-hit 
Asia. 

Some 7.7 trillion yen will 
go directly into public works 
spending, which mainly 
focuses on roads, bridges, 
ports and other infrastructure. 

But the plan lacked specific 
-permanent income tax cuts or 
cuts toj corporate tax, despite 
growing pressure from busi- 
ness leaden? here and U.S. 
officials to encourage the 
Japanese to open their wallets 
and spend. 

Japan's Vice Finance Min- 
ister Eisuke Sakakibara. 
wheeled out to explain the 
package to international 
media and analysts, said it 
was the biggest package in 
history, in foe world. 

“This is a huge package, 
this is the largest package we 
have ev er implemented and 1 
have not heard of any pack- 
age like this in the rest of the 
world” said Mr. Sakakibara. 
better known in currency 
market- as “Mr. Yen." 

The government has fore- 
cast 1.9 per cent growth for 


this fiscal year to March 1999 
and Sakakibara said this was 
likely to be achieved follow- 
ing the package. 

Finance Minister Hikaru 
Marsunaga told Japan to buck 
up after foe package. “I hope 
consumers and companies 
will have confidence and 
bright prospects and take pos- 
itive action,” he told a news 
conference. 

But the bead of Japan's 
most senior business organi- 
sation said permanent tax cuts 
were still needed. 

'■Cuts through tax system 
reform are needed to wipe out 
people's concern over the 
future.” said Shoichiro Toyo- 
da. chairman of Toyota Motor 
Corp. and chief of the Feder- 
ation of Economic Organisa- 
tions (Keidanren). * 

Many analysts predict the 
package will add one percent- 
age point to Japan's econom- 
ic growth for the fiscal year to 
next March, widely expected 
to be close to zero despite the 
official growth forecast 
Thee government 

announced earlier h would 
ease its grip on spending, the 
hallmark of Mr. Hashimoto 's 
once tight-fisted policies. 

A government panel agreed 
to rewrite a law Mr. Hashimo- 
to put forward just five 
months ago, which had 
promised to cut Japan’s annu- 
al budget deficit or state debt 
to three per cent of gross 
domestic product by March 
2004. 

Now the deadline will be 
moved back two years to 
March 2006. 

Japan's fiscal deficit is 
expected to reach 529 trillion 
yen by March 1999. 

Some analysts questioned 
whether the package would 
have a lasting effect 
“I am just very, very scepti- 
cal of the efficiency of using 
public money to boost private 
demand,” said Andrew Ship- 
ley., economist ar Scbroders" 
Japans. • ' . r 

“We have falling return on 
real assets, unless return on 
real assets recovers, demand 
for investment and labour 
remains weak,” he told AFP. 

Others were more gener- i 
ous. Ronald Bevacqua, econ- 
omist at Merrill Lynch Japan, 
said the package was at the 
“higher end of expectations." 

“It is a hodge-podge of pet 
projects championed by vari- 
ous elements in the govern- 
ment" he said. 

“This package should cause 
domestic demand to bottom 
this year.” 

The government had "done 
enough to virtually eliminate 
foe risk of a hard landing sce- 
nario in foe near term.” 


THE Daily Crossword Edited 


Dy Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Do something 
4 Does hard 
rubbing 
10 Landlocked 
African nation 

14 H. Rider 
Haggard novel 

1 5 Ark’s landing 
spot 

16 Send out 

17 Man with a title 

18 Provocative 
comedy 

19 Identical _ 

20 Farthest within 

22 Lincoln or 
Burrows 

23 Move 
emotionally 

24 Attar-dinner 

party 

25 One of the girts 

26 Infinitesimal 
amount 

27 Copier 
additives 

2d Nightclub 

30 Downhill gfidera 

31 Artificial leather 
33 TWetve-yaai- 

oW, e.g. 

35 Tableau 
39 Lean to one 
side 

43 Hillary's hiU 

44 Quick flashes 

Of light 

46 Roosevelt coin 

47 DawberorTiliis 

49 Colorful 
Mideast 
ocean? 

50 Site of Mont 
Blanc 

51 'Silver' author 
Levin 

52 Island west of 
Chile 

53 GoK-b&N 
holders 

54 Tom 

56 Old Testament 

judge 

57 ‘Jane ' 

58 Interlock 

59 Functional quill 

60 Unusable 

61 Dig farther 

62 Spanish Mrs. 
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30 
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29 
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98 



59 



89 




DOWN 

1 Lends a 
helping hand 

2 Rocky 
Mountain wind 

3 Ends of the 
lines 

4 One prone to 
backtalk 

5 Shipping cases 

6 Squeal to the 
screws 

7 Bathsheba's 
husband 

8 Picnic feasts 

9 Cheap ocean 
passage 

10 Savior 

11 Of love 

12 Defined by 
borders 

13 Say again 
21 Galena and 

mrspickel 
29 Condemnation 
from the church 

31 Waxy-skinned 

peach 

32 Had a bite 

33 in the sky 


QQBQ EJDQ0 EjQQQHI 
DBQQ QQHQ HDDJ0Q 
QHEIB DBE3D □□□0Q 
HBHB BBEBSE1DB H 
^^muiEiEi nmoHEQS 
E3 DB HD Q0QO 0QQD 

nammciB □dee nns 

□naoQDDHanaDBQH 
□DD HBBB BSQQB0 
□□□□ □□□□ DBHQ0 
BBE3 BE5DH DOB ■ 
■■ BHQnDHQOQHHB 
□□□□□ EIHDB DEH3E 
HHQGHO BK3DD QOBB 
QBBDB BDHQ BBZ3D 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


iCimi ibbuw iui s«a ue. 

Moffo mi nM 


34 Breathed 

35 Dragged to 


41 Pittsburgh 
prayer 

42 Russian 
empress 


36 Witch's gaze empress 

37 Another name 44 Bulgaria's 

tor poster paint neighbor 

38 Urged 45 Weighted down 

39 Covers 48 Syrup source 

40 Parts of feet 55 Baby food 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY, APRIL 27, 1998 

By Linda C. Black Tribune Media Services . Inc. 


ARIES: (March 2 1 to April 19) You could go through a 
lot of money in a short time if you’re not careful. You 
might do it even if you are carefiil. The latter is certain- 
ly the better option, if you're going to spend it, do it on 
something that will pay good returns on die investment 
TAURUS: ( April 20 to May 20) You generally keep a 
low profile, but it looks like you’re stirred up about 
something. That’s OK. You stand a good chance of win- 
ning the argument. Encouragement and support from 
friends also help. You simply outvote this other person. 
And you can do it without making any enemy. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 2 1 ) You may be feeling kind 
of dense this morning, but don’t worry. Your brain will 
clear by this afternoon. If you can manage to schedule 
appointments for Tuesday and Wednesday, even better. 
Right now, you could feel like locking yourself in quiet 
dark place and vegetating. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Meet with associates 
early this morning. It will be easy to make decisions, 
and take action. There will be a tendency to get bogged 
down in details, but not until this evening. A situation 
requiring the expenditure of jointly held funds will 
require deliberation before action is taken. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Don’t argue with your 
boss or teacher. You won’t stand a chance. Not only is 
that person stronger than you are. but he or she seems to 
have a chip on the old shoulder. There's so much to be 
done and this person feels responsible for all to it. Offer 
to help. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Have you been 
thinking about travelling far from home? If so, this 
would be an excellent time to make your down payment 
on the trip. It's also a good time to leant the language. 
It'll be easier than usual if you start now. Get a tutor ; 
from that country to help. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) The work you 
have to do is complicated, and there are decisions to be 
made. You should be in a good frame of mind, howev- 
er, and your intuition should be excellent. This evening 
looks good for travel. Take yourself out for a special 
treat. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) Your sweet- 
heart is in a very persuasive mood. This may be a little 
unusual. Generally, you're the person who's doing tbe 
persuading. It's not an altogether unpleasant situation, 
however. In fact, if you’re not careful, it could make you 
late for work. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You 
have the strength and determination to plow through 
just about any barrier you run into. The one you’re most 
likely to hit is a mechanical breakdown. Even that you 
can fix, although it'll take a while. You’d best not plow 
through that, or you’ll be adding to the problem. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You want 
make marvellous plans that can only ( be achieving 
through miracles. It’ll be hard 1 to shake you"ou?of that 
mood for most of the day. This evening, you'll return to 
a semblance of normalcy. It looks like you could actu- 
ally get some work done after dinner. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) This would 
be a fabulous day to stay home in bed. If you can’t, at 
least get back there at your earliest opportunity. Mean- 
while, think of ways to fix up four place even more. 
You'll want to entertain at home soon, maybe even 
tonight. It's about time you got it just the way you want 
it 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You are willing to 
learn from a strong teacher, someone who is an expert 
at a skill you admire. If you're learning how to play the 
guitar, you’d want to sit at the feet of a virtuoso for 
hours. Devote as much time to that sort of endeavour as 
possible, even if you have to do your day job first. 


Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 



‘They're trifocals. One lens is normal, 
one is for reading and one helps you 
see past your spouse’s flaws.” 




Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mu Arglifen 


BROIN 


fU give you 
£1000 less, or 
Cm walking out 


Lets 

negotiate 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
torn the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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US Dollar 
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CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
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Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: TEMPO AWARD BROGUE DUPLEX 
Answsr: Checkers can be mis on a rainy day — 

A -BORED* GAME ' 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


European strategic partner to join Arab 
Potash Company in new project 


** THE ARAB Potash Company (APC) 
and the firms affiliated to it generated a 
JD16.9 million net profit in 1997 although 
the APC alone posted around ID 19 mil- 
lion profit. Board Chairman Saleh 
Irsheidat announced during a press con- 
ference. He revealed that sales of 1.5 mil- 
lion tonnes of potash, industrial salt and 
table salt have amounted to about JDI05 
million (S14S million) last year. ■ 

Dr. Irsheidat also revealed that an agree- 
ment will be signed in the coming few 
days with a European strategic partner for 
a potassium nitrate and dicalciura phos- 
phate project. He said the venture, to be 
sealed during His Majesty King Hussein's 
visit to Denmark, carries a capital cost of 
around $70 million to produce 155,000 
tonnes of potassium nitrate fertiliser and 
60,000 tonnes of diamoniuni calcium 
phosphate. The chairman expected the 
project to yield $61 million in earnings 
and around SI 1 million in net profit The 
return on the investment was estimated at 
about 19 per cent in addition to the cre- 
ation of 150 job opportunities. 

The total assets of the APC increased by 
8.6 per cent and the shareholders’ equity 
went up by 10 per cent last year to reach 
JD340.8 million and JD225 million. The 
company’s cash liquidity was described 
as good by Dr. Irsheidat as cash at banks 
stood at JD61.5 milli on at the end of 
1 997. The company also maintained a low 
leverage rate of 21 per cent with a debt 
service ratio of 2.4 times. The board of 
directors is recommending to the general 
assembly the distribution of dividends at a 
rate of 20 per cent. 

Dr. Irsheidat told the press conference 
that a total of 1.42 million tonnes of 


potash were produced last year. “Higher 
production levels could have been 
achieved had it not been for the drop in 
the reserves of the raw material known as 
“camallite," the chairman said. He indi- 
cated that output is expected to reach 1 .62 
million in 1992 and to rise to two million 
tonnes by the year 2000. 

The chairman also expected higher con- 
tractual prices in 199S due to a 15 percent 
rise in international demand for potash in 
1997. He estimated the world demand at 
about 40 million tonnes and indicated that 
the crisis in Asian markets did not affect 
the demand for potash. Noting that there 
was a 15 per cent higher consumption in 
most Asian states. Dr. Irsheidat expected 
the rise to continue due to increased agri- 
cultural areas in India and China, which 
are the main consumers in the world, in 
addition to the drive to raise the potash 
input in fertiliser composition. 

Dr. Irsheidat emphasised that the APC 
marketing plan focuses on maintaining 
the traditional markets, especially in Asia, 
through selling in markets with high 
yields. “Exports have reached 21 coun- 
tries around the world," he said. 

The APC chief concluded by pointing 
out that construction of a plant to produce 
100.000 tonnes annually of industrial 
potash was completed. He expected the 
plant to start commercial operations dur- 
ing the second half of this year. The cost 
of the project amounted to JD7 million 
and annual earnings are expected to reach 
$12 million, the high purity industrial 
potash is used in industry and for medical 
purposes (AI Aswaq + Al Ra'i + A1 
Dustourj. 
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Businessmen negative 
about Palestinian economy 


Lawyers plan to set up 
Arab law firm soon 


BETHLEHEM, West Bonk 
(AFP) — Palestinian busi- 
nessmen are gloomy about 
the prospects of the econo- 
my in the self-rule territo- 
ries and are unhappy with 
the policies of’ the 
Palestinian National 
Authority, according to a 
survey published Saturday. 

The poll by the 
Palestinian Public Opinion 
Centre of Si businesses 
each employing more than 
eight people in the West 
Bank. Gaza Strip and East 
Jerusalem found that 59 per 
cent of bosses., are pes- 
simistic about the fiirure of 
the Palestinian economy. 


A poll by the same organ- 
isation in 1995 showed 
only 40 per cent were nega- 
tive. 

A total of 63 per cent of 
businesses questioned said 
they had been forced to 
make workers redundauL 

The bosses expressed lit- 
tle confidence in the eco- 
nomic policies of Yasser 
Arafat’s Palestinian 

National Authority, with 
just 28 per cent of them 
saying they believed the 
authority was capable of 
developing industry in the 
self-rule territories com- 
pared with 54 per cent three 
years ago. 


And 63 per cent of 
Palestinian businessmen 
questioned expressed open 
dissatisfaction with the 
economic policies of 
Arafat’s govemmem, with 
many saying they were 
unhappy with the high lev- 
els of taxation. 

Israel also came in for 
flak, with 84 per cent of 
those questioned accusing 
the Jewish state of failing 
to implement economic 
accords agreed in 1 994 and 
65 per cent deploring the 
consequences of the repeat- 
ed Israeli security closures 
of the Palestinian territo- 
ries. 


European companies to rein in China 
investment over next two years 


SHANGHAI (AFPI — 
European companies will rein in 
their investment in China over 
the next tw o years before enter- 
ing a new phase of investment 
after 2000, a survey showed. 

The survey by German man- 
agement consulting firm Fiducia 
Marketing Co. Ltd. found that 
European companies would go 
through a period of consolida- 
tion and restructuring over the 
next two years. 

The companies, which had 
invested SI. 6 billion ai the end 
of 1997. have committed anoth- 
er $800 million over this year 


and next year and planned to 
invest SI. 9 billion from 2000. a 
summary of the survey findings 
showed. 

The company sent out ques- 
tionnaires to some 2,000 
European joint-venture compa- 
nies in China late last year and 

received 100 responses, largely 
from the bigger companies. 

The respondents were opti- 
mistic about the future of busi- 
ness in China, with 75 per cent 
expecting their rev enues to grow 
by more than 50 per cent by 
2000 but more than half the 
companies said they had over- 


esrim&ed the market potential. 

Fifty -four per cent of the com- 
panies said it had taken them 
longer than planned to reach 
profitability. 21 per cent met 
their target while 25 per cent 
said their performance exceeded 
expectations. 

Of those companies planning 
to expand opeaoons in China, 
more than two-thirds are going 
for wholly foreign-owned enter- 
prises rather than joint ventures, 
reinforcing the perception that 
enthusiasm for Sino-foreign 
joint ventures had cooled, the 
report said. 


By Gltaiia AIul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

.AMMAN — A group of 
40 Arab lawyers plan io 
establish an ’Arab law 
firm* in Amman to nip 
in the bud what they see 
a threat to their compet- 
itive edge. 

Lawyers from Jordan. 
Morocco, Tunisia, 
Libya, Egypt. Lebanon, 
Palestine and Gulf 
countries, want their 
new firm to compete 
with foreign companies 
which, under the inter- 
national agreements, 
will be allowed to open 
offices in the signatory' 
countries. 

According to Attorney 
Kama! Nasser, in the 
near future, “the British, 
the French and other 
foreign lawyers will 
compete with us 
through firms operating 
in our countries. 

The establishment of 
such firms, “will also 
reduce employment 
opportunities For’ Arab 
lawyers." Dr. Nasser, 
who is the legal advisor 
for the Jordan Kuwait 
Bank, told the Jordan 
Times Sunday. 

Jordan and the 
European Union (EU) 
reached an association 
agreement last 
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November to create a 
gradual free trade area 
by the year 2010. 

The agreement, which 
is expected to be ratified 
by the parliaments of 
the 1 5 EU-member 
states in 1999. is hoped 
to encourage foreign 
direct investments in the 
Kingdom. faciliiare 
technology transfer and 
provide free access to 
EU markets. 

Jordan has also 
opened negotiations to 
accede to ~ihe Geneva- 
based World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). 

The new Arab law 
firm, according to Dr. 
Nasser, will publish a 
periodical magazine and 
help Arab ~ lawyers 
acquire fluency in for- 
eign languages and edu- 
cate them on formulat- 
ing legal contracts. 

"Through this law 
firm we want to com- 
pete and be open to the 
world," said Dr. Nasser, 
adding that the lawyers 
are currently studying 
the legislative and 
organisational frame- 
works in Arab countries 
ahead of establishing 
the company, which is 
expected to open in 
three months. 


Oman 
bourse 
attracts $lb 
foreign cash 
in 1997 

DUBAI CR i — Foreigners 
invested SI billion in the 
Omani stock market in 
1997. the bourse's presi- 
dent said in remarks pub- 
lished on Monday. 

“Our experience in 
allowing foreign invest- 
ments in local shares has 
proved successful. In 1997. 
we have succeeded in 
attracting SI billion from 
33 nationalities." 

Mahmoud Al Jarwani was 
quoted by the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE)-based Al 
Khaleej newspaper as say- 
ing. 

He said foreign share 
ownership in the market 
accounted for about 1 1 per 
cent of total market capital- 
isation. 

Mr. Jarwani. an advocate 
of a regional bourse, said 
investors from the UAE 
accounted for about a third 
of all foreign investment in 
Omani shares. 

Oman is the Gulf's most 
open economy and its mar- 
ket is one of the best regu- 
lated with many listed 
firms allowing 49 per cent 
foreign ownership of their 
stock. 

The Muscat bourse, 
which gained 141 per cent 
in 1997, has attracted cash- 
rich UAE investors seeking 
to buy into fresh issues. 
More than 20 new issues 
are planned this year. 

Mr. Jarwani said a long- 
planned official bourse in 
the neighbouring UAE 
would not have a negative 
effect on the market but 
could further boost activity 
through cross-listings. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

59206056920609 / 07^30007 

E-mail address 

abdoun@go.com.jo 


DAJANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style" 


Amra Forum Hotel. 
Amman - Cairo - Rio 


Pbone 

5527118 





Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Sank. 
Phone: 5604042 
StmMehTel: 822891 


bluebird 

Tours 


Provides: 
Complete services 
for foreign visitors 
transportation in 
A/C car - bus 
multilingual drivers 
escort - sightseeing 

For more information 
please call 5684734 
E-mail: 

bluebird ®goxom.jo 



|i|T Deluxe Villas 
I" and Apartments 




One & Two Bedrooms Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes Daily & 
Long Stay Reasonable Rates 


l%| 

Uotisier Restaurant 

Abdoun 5929564 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 


5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 



Call Us Now 
5510427 / 8-9 
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Bergkamp on fire as Arsenal 
power four points clear 


Lens await fin al coronation 
after Bastia demolition 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Arsenal’s relentless drive 
towards the English 
Premiership title continued 
on Saturday with a hard- 
fought 2-0 win at relegation 
candidates Barnsley. 

The victory, courtesy of 
goals from Dutch duo 
Dennis Bergkamp and 
Marc Overmars, fires the 
Gunners four points clear of 
Manchester LTnited. who 
must win at Crystal Palace 
on Monday to keep alive 
any realistic hope of a fifth 
league crown in six years. 

Double-chasing Arsenal, 
who last won the title in 
1991. also have the cushion 
of a game in hand over their 
rivals. 

Bergkamp was the out- 
standing player on the field 
and Arsenal boss Arsene 
Wenger tipped the 
Dutchman to pick up the 
Football Writers' Player of 
the Year. 

Bergkamp. already win- 
ner of the Professional 
Footballers' Association 
Player of the Year award, 
struck a breathtaking 22nd 
goal of the season. 

~ Wenger believes the for- 
mer Ajax and Inter Milan 
ace should be crowned with 
the tqp individual honour in 
English football. 

Asked simply whether 
Bergkamp should be made 
Football Writers' Player of 
the Year, Wenger replied. 
"Yes." 

"It's because he is so con- 
sistent. He can score goals 
and he can bring other peo- 
ple into the game because 
he is such an exceptional 
passer of the ball." 

Elsewhere, Newcastle 
manager Kenny Dalglish 
tried to maintain a calm 
exterior after his FA Cup 
finalists were dragged back 
into the relegation dogfight 
by a miserable 2-0 defeat at 
Spurs. 

'The situation is no worse 
than it was.” said Dalglish. 
“We still need a win to feel 
completely secure but I 
don’t think there was any 
lack of urgency today." 

Spurs boss Christian 
Gross, who saw his team 
stay three points clear of 
third-bottom Bolton and go 
five points ahead of 
Barnsley, said: “It was the 
performance we needed but 
we know it could still ail be 
decided on the last game ” 
Liverpool manager Roy 
Evans promised a summer 
clear-out of his squad after 
accusing his players of 
"throwing in the towel” in a 
4-1 defeat at Chelsea. 

Liverpool, were drawing 
1-1 at half-time but simply 
fell apart in the second-half 
as Chelsea moved above 
them into third place. 

“We have capitulated and 
thrown the towel in. It's 



PARIS (AFP) — Lens all 
but ensured their first peace- 
time French League title on 
Saturday when they demol- 
ished Bastia 5-1 as nearest 
rivals Metz won by the only 
goal in Toulouse to remain 


And Tony Vairelles put the 
issue beyond doubt with the 
third on the hour, cutting in 
from the left before 
unleashing an unstoppable 
shot across and into the net. 

Anton Drobnjak rubbed in 


¥ 




in the hunt by their finger- . Lens' superiority with the 
dps. fourth from the penalty spot 

Holding a two-point on 70 minutes for his 14th 
advantage at the start of of the season before 
play on the penultimate day Vairelles clipped in to com- 
of the season. Lens enjoyed plete his hat-trick in the 
the perfect start when Tony final seconds. Vairelles said 
Vairelles put them ahead in afterwards: “It’s the first 
the 14th minute. time I have ever scored 

Vairelles nodded home on three goals, 
ihe rebound after an initial Since the start of the sea- 
effort following a Stephane son I wanted to do some- 
Ziani comer was brilliantly thing good because I was 
beaten out by Bastia keeper injured last year. "I don't 
Eric Durand. think people bad confidence 

Yog h an Lachor had in me at die start of the sea- 
a Ireadv hit a swirling effort son, but I think I answered 
ti§teinst the post inside ten those people tonight” 
minutes to show Lens' Frederic Meyrieu was 
intentions and after the Metz's hero in their 1-0 win 
opener, Smicer almost made as he blasted home a 
it 2-0 but Durand stopped deflected free-kick from 30 
his full-blooded effort as the yards for his sixth of the 
one-way traffic continued season in the 58th minure. 
until the break. Shortly afterwards, French 

But the jam-packed Felix international striker Robert 
Bollaert ' stadium was Pires skated through and 
shocked into silence four drew the keeper before see- 
minutes after the restart, ing his skidding effort 
when Bastia equalised. blocked on the line as he 
Lubomir Moravcik curled just failed to make it 2-0. 
over a freekick from the left Metz keeper Lionel Letizi 
and Stephane Perez rose to kept Metz ahead with a fine 
nod the ball inside one-handed save from a 
Guillaume Waimuz’s near Thierry Moreau freekick. 
post. Lens should now wrap up 

Within minutes, however, the title at Auxerre in a fort- 
Smicer was on hand to fire night, where they need only 
home a low volley from the a draw, while Metz. have a 
edge of the area after Sikora tough match at home to 
centred and put Lens back UEFA Cup hopefuls Lyon, 
on the title track. Marseille, who drew 0-0 


with Strasbourg, missed an 
early chance to go ahead 
against Strasbourg when 
Fabrizio Ravanelli blasted a 
spotkiek over the bar after 
1112 Camara had been fouled 
in the box. 

Last weeks 2-1 defeat at 
Auxerre had ended 
Marseille’s faint hopes of 
grabbing their first title 
since they made it four on a 
roll in 1992 before their fall 
from grace in the wake of a 
match-fixing scandal. 

Bordeaux meanwhile 
hammered the final nail of 
relegation into 

Cbateauroux’s coffin and 
qualified for the UEFA Cup. 
Johan Micoud slamming the 
bail high into the net after 
Lilian Laslandes* shot was 
blocked in the opening min- 
utes in a 1-0. 

Cannes are also down- 
after losing 2-0 at Lyon. 
Daniel Bravo saw a late 
header hit the post but he 
reacted smartly to crack 
home the rebound for the 
first and he hammered home 
a second from close range 
to make the points safe and 
keep Lyon on course for 
Europe as they rose to sixth. 
Paris Saint Germain 
dropped to eighth as they 
bowed 2-1 to outgoing 
champions Monaco. 

Early pressure by the 
hosts finally paid off as 
Pierre Ducrocq lobbed 
Fabien Barth ez in the 24th 
minute to give the Parisians 
the lead. But Nigerian strik- 
er Viktor Ikpeba evaded two 
defenders to fire the equalis- 
er. his 14th of the campaign 




Newcastle United and England striker Alan Shearer (L) jumps for the ball against 
Tottenham Hotspur's Sol Campbell. Tottenham Hotspur eased their relagation prob- 
lems with a 2-0 win (Reuters photo) 


totally out of order.” fumed 
Evans. 

“I wont accept that from a 
Liverpool team. I will get 
different players if I have 
to. if they won't take the 
responsibility and give their 
all for this club. 

Everton stay one point 
adrift of both Newcastle 
and Spurs after losing 3-1 at 
home to 10-man Sheffield 
Wednesday. Wednesday's 
Mark Pembridge doubled 
his tally for the season by 
blasting a first half double. 

A second half Duncan 
Ferguson header sparked a 
mini-revival by Everton. 
but time ran out on them 
and they are just two points 
off a relegation spot after 
Paolo Di Canio hit 
Wednesday’s third. Bolton 
striker Nathan Blake blew a 
hole into Aston Villa's 
UEFA Cup hopes and then 
backed his own side to 
avoid relegation from the 
Premiership. 


The Welsh international 
killed off a Villa fightback 
with the decisive third goal 
in Bolton's 3-1 success — 
their first at Villa Park for 
43 years. 

He said: “We have to be 
confident of getting out of 
trouble. If that isn't the 
case, then we might just as 
well have packed up our 
bags 10 games ago." 

Southampton boss Dave 
Jones insisted Matt Le 
Tissier deserves another 
chance with England after 
the maverick forward 
inspired the Saints to a 4-2 
win at West Ham. 

Le Tissier followed up his 
midweek hat-trick for 
England ‘B‘ against 
Russoia with another goal 
and Jones said: “All Tiss 
wants is the opportunity to 
prove himself and he’s put 
in another good perfor- 
mance on the back of one 
on Tuesday night. He’s giv- 
ing the England manager 


Chang 
meets 
Courier 
in Clay 




something to think about." 

Coventry manager 

Gordon Strachan, mean- 
while. urged Glenn Hoddle . 
to do likewise with hat-trick f T1 £1 1 

hero Darren Huckerbv. | — dUI L 

Huckerby grabbed three 


goals in the 3-3 draw at 
Leeds to provide the 
England coach with his 
own timely reminder after 
Hoddle omitted the player 
from both midweek interna- 
tional squads. 

Strachan said: "People 
like him can win cups. They 
definitely can. In the World 
Cup where the defences are 
so right teams need some- 
body like him. 

“I think he can turn a 
game any time because he 
has that individual bril- 
liance.” 

Blackburn depressing 
end-of-*ason run contin- 
ued as they fought out a 
goalless draw with 
Wimbledon at Evvood Park. 


CAF Cud 

Uninspiring Zamalek held 0-0 at home 


JOHANNESBURG <AFP) 
— Egyptian football pride 
took another blow this 
weekend, when CAF Cup 
favourites Zamalek could 
only draw 0-0 in Cairo 
with Sudanese club Al- 
Hilai. 

Zamalek dominated the 
second-round clash with- 
out seriously troubling 
goalkeeper Ahmed ai-Nour 
and had a narrow escape 
near the end when striker 
Anas al-Nour fluffed a 
good scoring chance. 

The ~ uninspiring 
Egyptians, who have been 
African champions a 
record four times, were 


reduced to inaccurate, 
long-range shooting and 
must fear the worst when 
they visit Khartoum in two 
weeks. 

Egypt won the African 
Nations Cup in Burkina 
Faso two months ago and 
their clubs were expected 
to make a big impact this 
year in the championships. 

However. Champions 
League favourites AI-Ahly 
made a shock first-round 
exit after fielding a reserve 
team against Coffee of 
Ethiopia and cup winners 
Ismailia were eliminated 
by unknown Erirreans Red 
Sea. 


There was also a surprise 

in the Champions League 

with Manning Rangers of 

South Africa defeating 

Power Dynamos 2-0 in 

Zambia through goals from 

Simon Makhubela and 

Kervn Jordan. 

•> 

Former Cup-winners Cup 
holders Power Dynamos 
were more impressive than 
Rangers in the first round 
and had a considerable 
advantage in African expe- 
rience. 

Utalii edged 1995 CAF 
Cup and 1997 Cup- winners 
Cup holders Etoile du 
Sahel of Tunisia 1-0 in the 
Kenyan town of Nakuru 


with Elkanah Swaka scor- 
ing the second-half winner. 

Cup-winners favourites 
Esperance of Tunisia also 
lost in East Africa, losing 
1-0 to Uangdans Express 
with Lazarus Mbabazi on 
target after 14 minutes. 

Afnca Sports National of 
Ivoiytoast. who lifted the 
trophy in 1992, outclassed 
giantkiiiers Dragons 
Ouejjie of Benin 3-0 with 
first-half goals from 
Charles Dago. Yacouba 
Camara and Seydou 
Mariko. 


ORLANDO (AFP) — 
Top-seeded American 
Michael Chang advanced 
to his second straight final 
at the S3 15.000 U.S. 
Men’s Clay Court 
Championships Saturday, 
dispatching Sweden’s 
Mikael Ullstrom 6-3, 6-4. 

Chang will look to snap 
a nine-month title drought 
when he meets third-seed- 
ed compatriot Jim 
Courier. who beat 
Romanian Andrei Pavel 4- 
6. 6-3, 6-2. Since- winning 
this tournament last year. 
Chang's only other ATP 
Tour title came at the 
Legg Mason Classic in 
Washington last July. 

Ranked as high as sec- 
ond in his career, the 26- 
year-old Chang has suf- 
fered ! 1 early-round 
defeats since his victory 
here last year and his 
ranking has dropped to 
1 2th. After battling 
through a recent knee 
injury. Chang needs to 
win this event Sunday or 
his ranking will fall fur- 
ther. 

In February. Chang was 
a finalist at the Kroger St. 
Jude in Memphis and 
reached the semi-finals of 
the Sybase Open in San 
Jose. California. He will 
be gunning for his 32nd 
career ATP Tour title on 
Sunday. Courier, a former 
world No. 1. is currentlv 
ranked 57th in the world 
and was appearing in his 
first ATP Tour semi-final 
since Beijing last October. 


Anton wins London marathon 

LONDON (AFP) — World champion Abel Anton won 
the men’s race of the London marathon — his fourth win 
in five races — after surging past'Morocco’s Abdelkar El 
Mouzaziz half a mile from the end on Sunday. The 
Spaniard was just two seconds outside the course record, 
finishing the 26 miles in two hours seven minutes and 56 
seconds. El Mouzaziz, who had led for much of the sec- 
ond half of the race, held on for second place ahead of last 
year's winner Antonio Pinto of Portugal, who was third. 
Olympic champion Josia Thugwane of South Africa 
pulled out early with hamstring problems. 

Oehara wins jockeys’ invitational 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's Takashi Oehara rose Air 
Phantom to win the 2,780-raetre steeplechase here 
Sunday, the second of the International Jumping Jockeys’ 
Invitational. Air Phantom timed three minutes 1 0.1 sec- 
onds to beat Ricky Maund of Australia, who rode on A.P. 
Brave to cross the line three and a half lengths behind. 
Adrian Garraway of Australia, the winner of the first race 
Saturday, finished seventh on Mold Ginga. and Garrett 
Cotter of Ireland ninth on Mejiro Spark, while Brendan 
Powell of England scratched. On Saturday in Kyoto, Ibuki 
Dolphin with Garraway in the saddle coasted to a half- 
length victory' in the 2,910m steeplechase, ahead of 
Admire Ruby ridden by Japan's Mitsuaki Hayashi and 
Powell's Dandy Uranus. Cotter was fifth on Erimo 
Jupiter, while Maund was thrown by Long Multi. 

No Union Jack logo for Austr alians 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Australia will march behind a flag 
containing the Union Jack but their athletes wifi not use 
the flag on team kit at the 2000 Games, Australian 
Olympic chief John Coates said Sunday. Coates, who two 
days earlier said Australians did not want the British 
monarch Queen Elizabeth II to open the Games, stressed 
the Australian flag containing the Union Jack had not 
been used on team kit since the 1960 Rome Olympics. He 
said a sponsor's logo, which the team has used for the last 
two Games, would very- probably not include a Union 
Jack. “A survey of athletes has revealed a majority would 
be uncomfortable with it.” Coates said. 

German official slams ticket 
‘chaos’ 

AACHEN (AFP) — German Football Federation 
President Egidius Braun on Saturday lambasted the distri- 
bution system for the World Cup which he said had 
caused chaos. “UEFA has already learned lessons from 
this chaos and wants to avoid a similar situation for the 
European Championships in 2000,” said Braun, 73 Braun 
said he believed German fans had had a particularly harsh 
deal with an allocation of just 4.500 for each of their three 
first round group matches. 


• for the principality side. 

And David Trezeguef ■- 

secured the points for 
Monaco with a last-gasp" 
header following an Alt 

Benarbia free-kick from, 
wide on the right. Paris 
Saint Germain have already', 
qualified for the European. 
Cup Winners' Cup as they. 1 
face Lens, already in the 
Champions League, in next " 
week's cup final. 

Guingamp slid nearer the " 
drop as they bowed 2-1 at’ 
home to Le Havre, for 
whom Nicola Huysmann 
scored his fourth of the sea- 
son for the visitors after a • 
mazy run and cross by 
Vikash Dhorasoo in the 
33rd minute. 

Although Daniel Moreira 
equalized for Guingamp 
four minutes before the 
break, Cyriile Pouget 
grabbed the winner rwo 
minutes from time. Steve 
Marlet was on target for 
Auxerre, still in the UEFA 
Cup frame, as they drew 1-1 
at Montpellier, for whom 
Laurent Robert opened the 
scoring from close range. 

Names and Rennes parted 
1-1, Samba N’Diaye scor- 
ing his fifth goal of the sear 
son for the hosts, turning 
smartly in the box to shoot 
home right-footed, while 
Yoann Bigne curled home a 
free-kick ten minutes after 
the break to leveL Lorient 
and Nancy are assured of 
promotion from division 
two. 


FINA plan 
could end 
Klim’s 
attack 
on Spitz 
record 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Mark 
Spitz’s Olympic record of 
seven gold medals achieved 
at the 1972 Munich Games is 
unlikely ever to be suipassed 
if die swimming federation, 
FINA, get their wajr-'and 
bring in semi-finals. ’ 
Jacques Rogge, chairman 
of the Sydney Olympic 
Evaluation Commission, said 
on Sunday FINA bad asked 
for semi-finals to be brought 
in for the Sydney Games. 

“There seems to be a fairly 
widely-held view this would 
give swimmers a better 
chance than the present sys- 
tem, whereby only the fastest 
eight of 50 or so competitors 
qualify for the final” he said- 
The Australians and 
Americans were known to be 
opposed to the idea, which 
by adding an extra hear per 
event would kill off 
Australian Michael Klim-s 
hopes of matching Spitz. 

Klim won three gold and 
two silver medals at the Perth 
world championships - in 
January. 

Australia’s head cxsacLDon 
Talbot believed the existing 1 - 
format was already tooiptiOi;-- 
ishing for a seven-gold met® 1 
assault. V - 

If semi-finals are included 
then B finals would-. {£ 
dropped. \T 

The International Olyngj® ' 
Committee Executive Board 
meeting here next week wi^ ' 
discuss the semi-final plan, 
with FINA, who are also tese 
for the Association -vjjf- 
Summer 01ysnj&- • 

International Federations^ 
meetins. k-. 
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Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA '2' 

Yusra & Ilham 

Shahin ... in 

DANTELLA 

(ARABIC 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30/ 6:15/ 
8:30/ 10:30 




CJNEMA 


TEL:5677420 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


The biggest cinema production ! ISMAILIA RAYEH G AI 


TITANIC 


Shows: 12:00, 3:00/ 7:00. 
10:30 pjn. 


- KAMANANA 

! Shows: 12:30.3:30.6:15,8:30.10:50 

CONCORD 

Adel Imam & Yusra ... in 

.• RISALA ILA AL WALI 

: Shows: 3;30, 6:00, 6:15, 10:30 


GALLERIA 2 

ABDOUN 

TITANIC 

& 

One of Wall Disncus 
best movies 

FLUBBER 


INtMA TEL: 59347V3 " 

GALLER IA 1 

ABDOUN 

GRAND OPENING 

TITANIC 

& 

SCREAM 2 


/ Hshan^bnffilhfflfe ~ . 

\ TEL: 4625155 

STARTNG APRIL GTH . -] 

Don't Laugh Pleasfe ? 
We're Jordanian^ 

Starring Hishdin Yarns, Anul-^c • 
Dabbas, Rania Kurdi and the ’ 

at 8:30 p.m. .y Mp ; 

k For reservations, alt 46^55, 462Si^^ : 
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1st Division Baske tball Championship 


Jazireh beat Ahli awaiting 
title-deciding final 


Moya beats Pioline 
to win Monte Carlo title 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A1 Jazireh 
Sunday beat AJ Ahli 57- 
43 to temporarily regain 
the lead atop the stand- 
ings of the First Division 
Basketball Championship 
playoffs. 

AI Jazireh only man- 
aged a 27-23 first half 
lead which they later 
expanded and held onto 
as they needed to win the 
match to stay in con- 
tention for the title. 

The titleholders led 43- 
33 and 51-37 before AI 
Ahli reduced the gap to 
51-41 but could not get 
any closer. 

The match was one of 
the worst both teams 
played this season ending 
in a very low score com- 
pared to’ 78-63 in the first 
leg playoff match. 

Provided AI Orthodoxi 
next beat AJ Ahli. AI 
Jazireh will now need to 
beat AI Orthodox] by any 
score in their May 5 
match to retain the title 


Team 

P 

W 

Jazireh - 

' 13 

11 

Orthodoxi 

12 

11 

Ahli 

13 

6 


IMOLA l AFP) — David 
Coulthard nursed his 
McLaren home to win the 
San Marin Grand Prix and 
revive his world champi- 
onship hopes here on 
Sunday. 

Leading from start to fin- 
ish, Coulthard looked to be 
in trouble as Michael 
Schumacher in his Ferrari 
began to reel him in over the 
closing laps. 

From a 23 second gap 
between the two rivals, the 
27-year-old Scot saw the 
German close to within five 
seconds but even 
Schumacher could not grab 
a dramatic last lap victory. 

Britain's Eddie Irvine in 
the second Ferrari held off 
Jacques Villeneuve to finish 
third. 

Villeneuve 's team-mate 

Heinz-Harald Frentzen was 
fifth while Jean Alesi took 
sixth spot for Sauber. 

Former champion Damon 
Hill was forced to retire just 
three laps from the finish 
when lying eighth for 
Jordan while Johnny 
Herbert also finished early 
when the Sauber developed 
mechanical problems. 

Coulthard’s teammate 
Mika Hakkinen, leader in 
this season’s title race, was 
forced to call it a day on lap 
17 with gearbox trouble. 

It was the all dominati n g 
McLaren-Mercedes team’s 
first mechanical problem of 


they^won last year ending 
a 30-year domination 
■among the two all-time 
rivals. 

With a sudden change 
on the schedule of the 
final week, yesterday's 
match was put a day for- 
ward with AI Orthodoxi- 
Ahli match lined up for 
May 1. 

AI Jazireh ’s only two 
defeats this season were 
to AI Orthodox! 73-69 in 
the preliminaries and 65- 
61 in the first leg playoff 
match. 

AI Jazireh's only win 
over AI Orthodox: was 
92-84 in the preliminary 
round. They beat AI Ahli 
twice 75-69. and 57-53. 
AI Orthodoxi beat AI Ahli 
74-49 and 69-37 in the 
preliminaries and 84-61 
in the first leg playoff 
match. 

AI Ahli have this year 
lost their runner-up spot 
which they held onto last 
year when AI Jazireh won 
the title leaving Al 
Orthodoxi third. 

Al Ahli’s poor physical 


PLAYOFF STANDINGS 

L Sf Sa 

2 1086 753 

1 986 660 

7 839 825 


the year. 

‘1 lost fourth gear and it 
was- impossible to- continue. 
I am very, very 1 disappoint- 
ed,” said Hakkinen. 

“But it happens. The race 
up to then was easy. 1 did 
not have any problems. I did 
not want to push David very 
hard. There was no need,” 
added the Finn who heads 
the championship standings 
with 26 points. 

Coulthard has moved up 
into second place with 23 
points with Schumacher 
third with 20 points. 

Coulthard said afterwards 
that he had eased up near 
the end because of the prob- 
lems suffered by Hakkinen. 

‘“I did not warn to stretch 
the car. It was running well 
and I knew ] could hold of 
Schumacher,” said 

Coulthard. “1 had a lead of 
over 20 seconds after the pit 
stop and 1 just made sure I 
was not hard on the brakes 
or tyres. 

“I felt perfectly comfort- 
able to let the gap reduce 
because 1 knew I could go 
faster if I had to." 

But McLaren boss Ron 
Denis was clearly worried 
that the same fate could 
strike Coulthard as had hit 
Hakkinen as he kept leaving 
the pit wall in the closing 
Japs to go into the garage 
and check the computer 
readings from Coulthard’s 
car to make sure there were 


conditioning and incom- 
plete bench coupled with 
ill-effects of inadequate 
pre-season training led to 
an inconsistent form that 
forced them to rely on the 
Individual efforts of 
Faisal Nsour and Yousef 
Zaghfoul. 

The lineup has been 
depleted with Mohammad 
Shamali and Marwan 
Ma'touq both nursing 

injuries, and centre 

Ramez Hammoudeh quit- 
ting the team for personal 
reasons. 

After ending Al 

Orthodoxi’s 1976-1989 
undisputed reign, Al .Ahli 
were champions in 1990. 
1992, 1993 and 1994 
aided by the signing of 
Naser Bushnaq. 

.Al Orthodoxi came back 
to win in 1991. 1995 and 
1996 and are two wins 
away from winning back 
the title. 


Pts 

24 

23 

19 


no problems. 

It was an impressive 
fourth Grand Prix win- for 
Coulthard who had domi- 
nated in practice and did the 
same in the race. 

He led from the start and 
never looked in dager as he 
swept into the lead, fol- 
lowed by Hakkinen. 

Schumacher found him- 
self in a lonely third place 
and never looked like 
threatening either of the two 
McLarens. 

“It was obvious David 
was just cruising and dri- 
ving the car home. I was 
pushing because 1 never 
give up until the chequered 
flag comes down but 1 did- 
n’t really think I had a 
chance,” said Schumacher. 
For the Stewart team it was 
a nightmare race when in 
the opening lap Jan 
Magnussen ran into the 
back of teammate Rubens 
Barrichello. 

Barichello’s rear wing 
was ripped off and the 
Brazilian spun off and out 
of the race. 

Several laps later 
Magnussen retired in what 
pit row rumour suggests 
will be his last race for the 
ream. 

The Dane is likely to be 
replaced later this week by 
Jos Verstappen. dropped by 
Tyrrel this season. 


Samaranch 

rates 

Sydney 

Olympic 

stadium 

as the best 

SYDNEY (AFP) — 
international Olympic 
Committee (IOC) 

President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch rated Sunday 
the half-finished Sydney 
Olympic stadium as the 
best he has ever seen. 

The 110.000-seat stadi- 
um. to the west of 
Sydney’s central business 
district, is not due to be 
completed until the middle 
of next year, but 
Samaranch was impressed 
with the venue for the 
2000 Olympics. 

The stadium will host 
the opening and closing 
ceremonies, athletic com- 
petition and football finals 
in September 2000. 

Samaranch, here for the 
first time in four years, 
toured the main Olympic 
site Sunday W'ith members 
of the IOC Executive 
Board, w’ho convene here 
later this week. 

"What I can say is that 
this is the most impressive 
stadium I have seen in my 
life.” Samaranch told 
reporters. 

“I think this stadium will 
really honour the Olympic 
Games in the year 2000 
and I hope these Olympic 
Games will be the best in 
history for many reasons,” 
he said. 

“Maybe most important- 
ly because we know veiy 
well that in Australia and 
Sydney you love sports, 
you are involved in sports, 
all people are pushing for 
the success of these 
Games.” 

Samaranch said he was 
also impressed with the 
new 85,000-seat Stade de 
Paris. which will host the 
World Cup football final in 
July, but the Sydney arena 
was superior because its 
capacity would be so 
much greater. 

International Amateur 
Athletic Federation 

(IAAF) president Primo 
Nebiolo also praised the 
Sydney stadium, if not as 
effusively as Samaranch. 

“The stadium for me. 
speaking for track and 
field, is really one of the 
best that we have in the 
world," he said. 

Samaranch later Sunday 
presented the medals for 
the w'omen’s World Cup 
triathlon, which was won 
here by Australian Jackie 
Gallagher. 

The IOC Executive 
Board meeting runs from 
Monday until Thursday. 


MONTE CARLO (AFP) — 
Spain’s Carlos Moya took 
advantage of elbow prob- 
lems which plagued French 
opponent Cedric Pioline 
Sunday to win the title at the 
S2.45-million Monte Carlo 
Open 6-3. 6-0. 7-5. 

The 14th-seeded Moya 
became the fifth Spaniard to 
claim the trophy at the clas- 
sic clay coun f vent. follow- 
ing in the footsteps of com- 
patriots Andres Gimeno. 
Manolo Santana. Manolo 
Oranies and Sergi Bruguera. 

The victors' at the third 
Mercedes Super 9 of the 
season gives the 2 1 -year-old 
former Australian Open 
finalist 370 computer rank- 
ing points and a cheque for 
S36L000. 

The lOth-seeded Pioline 
struggled all afternoon with 


Hornets 

lead 

Hawks 

2-0 

CHARLOTTE. North 
Carolina (APl — Despite 
Glen Rice sitting on the 
bench with his fifth foul. 
Anthony Mason and David 
Wesley powered a late 13-3 
run that sent the Charlotte 
Hornets to a 92-85 victory 
Saturday night and a 2-0 lead 
over the Atlanta Hawks in 
their besr-of-5 playoff series. 

Mason had nine points and 
Wesley four in the surge, 
which put the Hornets up bv 
10 with 2:37 left 
Mason finished with 25 
points to help give Charlotte 
an imposing edge as the 
series shifts to Atlanta for the 
third game Tuesday night. 
Just five teams in NBA histo- 
ry have rebounded from 2-0 
deficits to win a best-of-5 
series. The last was the 
Denver Nuggets in 1994. 

• Pacers 92. Cavalien^86: 
In Indianapolis, Reggie 
Miller’s 18 points led a bal- 
anced Indiana scoring attack 
as the Pacers came back from 
a 17-point deficit to beai 
Cleveland. 

The victory gave Indiana a 
2-0 lead in its besi-of-5 
Eastern Conference playoff 
series. The third same will be 
in Cleveland on Monday 
night. 

Indiana led 69-67 starting 
the fourth quarter. Miller was 
fouled on a 3-point attempt 
and made three free throws 
for a 72-67 lead. Shawn 
Kemp, who led Cleveland 
with 27 points, brought the 
Cavaliers within three before 
Miller hit a 3-pointer to put 
the Pacers up 77-71. 

Indiana's biggest lead was 
at S7-7S on a fast-break slam 
by Jalen Rose with five min- 
utes to go. Cleveland closed 
to 89-86 on a basket by- 
Kemp with 30 seconds left, 
but Rose, who finished with 
17 points, then hit three free 
throws and the Cavaliers' 
Danny Ferry- and Wesley 
Person missed 3-poim 
attempts in the closing sec- 
onds. 

• Suns 108, Spurs 101: In 
Phoenix. Antonio McDyess 
had 21 points and 11 
rebounds and, more impor- 
tantly, limited Tim Duncan to 
half of his Game 1 scoring 
output as the Suns beat San 
Antonio to even their 
Western Conference playoff 
series 1-1. 

Duncan, the Spurs’ sensa- 
tional rookie, looked like a 
playoff veteran in Game 1. 
scoring 32 points as San 
Antonio won 102-% on 
Thursday night. On 
Saturday, Duncan had 16 
points. 10 rebounds and four 
blocks. 

The series moves to San 
Antonio for games Monday 
and Wednesday. If a fifth 
game is needed, it will be 
played May 3 in Phoenix. 

Avery Johnson had 20 
points and eight assists in his 
second straight big game for 
the Spurs, and David 
Robinson had 23 points and 


elbow problem* and needed 
on-court treatment after the 
firs: set. He was aiming to 
become the first Frenchman 
to win the title here since 
Pierre Darmon in 1963. 

The \ ictory was the fourth 
of his career for Moya, 
ranked 18th in the world 
and one of the mass of 
Spaniards who are capable 
of winning on clay. Moya 
was beaten in semi-finals at 
his last two events, going 
out both times to compatriot 
Alberto Berasaiegui. 

The loss is the I2th in a 
final for ihe unlucky 
Pioline. He finally won two 
tournaments after losing the 
first nine finals in which he 
appeared. 

Moya maintains Spanish 
superiority on the ATP Tour, 
becoming the third from his 


16 rebounds. 

• Jazz 105 Rockets 90: In 
Sait Lake Ciry. the Utah Jazz 
were back to normal on 
Saturday night — and just in 
time. 

Karl Malone scored II of 
his 29 points in a 32-point 
third quarter as Utah defeat- 
ed the Houston Rockets 105- 
90 and tied the opening- 
round playoff series at one 
game apiece. 

The series will resume in 
Houston on Wednesday. 

The Jazz are try ing to avoid 
becoming just the second top 
seed in NBA history to lose a 
first-round playoff’ series. 

The Rockets mounted a 15- 
7 fourth-quarter run and 
pulled to 89-75 with 5:19 
remaining when Hakeem 
Olajuwon was ejected for 


nation to claim a title this 
year after Alex Corretja and 
Berasaiegui. The last 
Spaniard to win here was 
Bruguera in 1993. Moya 
look ihe ealiy initiative, 
breaking for a 3-0 lead* only 
to find it neutralised as 
Pioline levelled for 3-all. 

The Spaniard again got 
his opportunity as he moved 
to a 5-3 margin on another 
break of the Frenchman and 
claimed the set in 43 min- 
utes. 6-3. Immediately 
afterwards. Pioline took a 
three- minute injury timeout 
for treatment on a sore 
elbow following a set in 
which he committed 21 
unforced errors. 

Moya was unfazed, 
rolling through the second 
as the depth of Pioline 's dis- 
comfort became evident to a 


arguing with referee Ronnie 
Nunn. The resulting foul 
shots and a flagrant foul by 
Charles Barkley against John 
Stockton on Utah's next pos- 
session ended Houston's 


disappointed pro-French 
crowd at the Monte Carlo 
Country Club. 

The eager Spaniard took a 
2-0 lead on sets after 70 
minutes on court through a 
6-0 whitewash of the fading 
Frenchman in the second. 
Moya broke for 2-1 in the 
third as he tried to consoli- 
date his margin, but Pioline. 
serving poorly, fought 
through for a break- back a 
game later. That effort was 
not enough and Moya again 
took advantage of the 
Frenchman's serve to move 
to 3-2. 

The Spaniard, the only- 
man to reach the semi-finals 
this week without the loss 
of a set. 


comeback. 

Utah ouuscored Houston 
32-18 in the third quarter as 
the Rockets hit just five of 16 
shots and made seven 
Turnovers. 


SCOREBOARD 


National League 

Cincinnati 2 . 
San. Francisco" 2 . 
Arizona • 4- 
Houston 4 
St Louis '8 : 

Colorado . . 1C 
Los Angeles - 3 ". 
San Diego . . 4 
American League 
Boston 3 

Baltimore . 8 - 
Ny Yankees... . 5 
Anaheim. . 7 

Chi White Sox 8' 
Texas ' U : 
Minnesota s " . ' 8'. 


NYMets 

Milwaukee 

Florida 

Montreal . 

Philadelphia 

Atlanta 

Chicago Cubs- 
Pittsburgh 

; Cleveland • 

' Oakland 
.-Detroit. 

Tampa Bay 
Tbronto 
Kansas-City- " 
''Seattle 


0 

1 

3 (II Innings) 
3 
5 
7 
2 

3 (16 Innings) 


NatioiiiaIHocfcey;Ledgue- 
Hm round playoffs. (series best-of-seven). 

Eastern Conference Quarterfinals 
Pittsburgh 4 Montreal . 1 

l(Scries tied, J -1;X_ /. 

Western Conference Quarterfinals . ' 

, St-Louis;. • ! 2 ' Los Angeles ; .1‘ 

. (St Loiiis leads series, : 2-<J)‘. . ' . ; 

NatieoarBiisketball Association' 

'Fiitf-iipm (all “series best-of-five): 

i Eastern e<Merence. : . 

, Indiana ; . ■ ' y 92 - Jr- ' " Cleveland . Pp; - 

(Indiana lead- series 2 - 0 ) • 


At Chari one 

Charlotte 92 Atlanta 
(Charlotte lead series 2-0.) 
•Western Conference 
Phoenix 108. Son Antonio 101 
(Series tied 1-1) 

Utah 105 

(Series tied 1-1) 

Spanish championship 
Espanyol l 

Real Beds 2 

French League 


Lens 5 

Toulouse 0 . 

Marseille 0 

P. S. Germain 1 

Bordeaux 1 

Lyon 2 

Montpellier 1 

Guingamp 1 

Nantes I 

Romanian League 

Forests FalticeniO 


Houston 

Barcelona 

Majorca 


Bastia 

Metz 

Strasbourg 

Monaco 

Chateau roux 

Cannes 

Auxerre 

Le Havre . 

Rennes 

U. Craiova 


85 


90 


FCMBacau 

1 

Rapid Bucharest 0 

FC National 

0. 

FC Arges 

0 

CSM Resita 

0 

D. Bucharest 

0 

Gloria BiStrita 

2 

. C. Piatra Neamt. 

1 

U. Cluj 

4 - 

S. studencesc ■■ 

0 

S. Bucharest 

1 

Farul Constanta 

0 

Jiul Petrosani 

O' 

Petrolul Ploiesti 

2 

OteJul Galati 

2 

FC Chindia 

I 


JORDAN HOTEL ASSOCIATION 

has a vacancy for Research and Development 
Officer. 

Applicants should have the following credentials: 


Hotel Management diploma or degree. 
Three years experience in hotels or similar 
industries. 

Jordanian citizen, age 25 to 35 years old. 
Fluent in spoken and written English and 
Arabic languages, French language is an 
advantage. 

Good computer knowledge. 


Applicants should submit their CV by 
Fax No. 4616846 


Mobile: 079-33430 


Tel.: 5934793 


SCREAM 2 



FLUBBER is stiil showing at the cinema in morning shows for children 


Coulthard wins nail biting 
San Marino Grand Prix 



Indiana Pacers’ guard Jalen Rose shoots over Cleveland Cavaliers forward Cedric 
Henderson <R) in the fourth quarter of their NBA playoff game. Rose scored 17 and 
kept Indiana in the game as the Pacers won 92-86 to take a 2-0 lead in the best-of-five 
series (Reuters photo) 
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Iran detains British 


national for spying 


TEHRAN (AFP) — A British 
national has been arrested in 
Iran suspected of spying on mil- 
itaiy installations, the Iranian 
newspaper Jumhouri-IsLuiu 
reported Sunday. 

The paper, citing an unidenti- 
fied intelligence service official, 
said the Briton, identified as 
Robert Gavin, was arrested 
“recently” while he was ffl rn in g 
army installations in a military 
zone in Iran's Kurdistan region. 

He had confessed to being an 
“important” member of the 
British foreign secret service 
MI6.it said, 

Mr. Gavin held a tourist visa 
and said he was a journalist for 
the BBC said the newspaper, 
which is dose to Islamist circles 
in Iran. 

During a one-week interroga- 
tion, Mr. Gavin “admitted being 
involved in espionage activities 
in Iran and several Arab coun- 
tries,’* it said. 

A spokesman for the British 
Foreign Office said Britain was 
not aware of his arrest “We 
have not been informed. We 
have to establish what the facts 
are." 

Iran’s official IRNA news 
agency reputed the news, citing 
the newspaper, but said it bad 
received no official confirma- 
tion oi the report 

The Iranian Kurdistan, in the 


north-west is a relatively unsta- 
ble region bordering Iraq and 
Turkey, and is highly militarised 
and under close surveillance. 

The report came one week 
after British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook revealed in an 
unprecedented break with tradi- 
tional secrecy that MI6 had 
thwarted Iranian attempts to 
procure British nuclear technol- 
ogy. 

In a speech on Thursday, Mr. 
Cook said MI6 and the GCHQ 
communications monitoring 
agency had “tracked Iran's 
nuclear weapons programme, 
and have enab led us to disrupt 
Iranian attempts to procure 
British technology." 

Relations between Britain and 
Iran are already strained over 
the 1989 death threat against 
British author Salman Rushdie 
over his book “The Satanic 
Verses" winch the Islamist 
authorities said was an insult to 
Islam. Britain is represented in 
Iran by a charge d'affaires and 
not an ambassador, which is the 
case for all other members of 
the European Union. 

Chaotic relations between 
Britain and Iran’s Islamist 
■regime were marked by the 
arrest between 1985 to 1991 of 
British businessman Roger 
Cooper, who was accused of 
spying. 


Mr. Cooper's release coincid- 
ed with the freedom of an 
Iranian student from a London 
jail over his alleged role in an 
arson attack on a library selling 
‘The Satanic \ferses. 

Iran detains angler European 
national, German businessman 
Helmut Holer, whose is con- 
demned to death for alleged 
sexual affairs with a Muslim 
Iranian woman. His case is 
presently being reviewed by an 
appeal court. 

The Briton's reported arrest 
could pose another hurdle to 
improved relations between 
Iran and the European Union. 

The European Union 
launched a so-called “critical 
dialogue" with the Islamic 
Republic several years ago in an 
effort to encourage it to moder- 
ate its policies. 

But it was sided in April of 
last year after tbe Tehran regime 
was implicated by a German 
court in the 1992 murder of dis- 
sidens in Berlin. 

In February, however, the 
European Union decided to 
resume ministerial contacts 
with Iran, encouraged by the 
new mood created after the 
election in May of Iranian 
President Mohammad 

Khatami 


gy ! 






Hassan Turk, 62, a Palestinian refugee in Jordan, sells sweets at the Hussein Refugee Camp — known to 
Palestinians as the Camp of Return — in Amman Sunday. Mr. Turk, from Lid in what is now Israel, fled his home 
town when he was 12 years old to escape the 1948 conflict over the establishment of the state of Israel in British- 
mandated Palestine. Mr. Turk says that 50 years on, he still dreams of returning to his homeland (Reuters photo) 


Britain rejects use of force for 
release of hostages in Yemen 


Iran denies trying to buy 
British nuclear technology 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran on 
Sunday denied British gov- 
ernment accusations that it 
had tried to procure British 
nuclear technology, saying the 
“baseless” charges were a bad 
to divot attention from con- 
troversies at home. 

“These accusations are 
baseless. Iran's position is 
clear. — we are opposed to 
nuclear and other weapons of 
mass destruction," said 
Iranian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Mahmoud 

Mohammadi. 

British Foreign .Secretary 
Robin Cook said last week 
that MI6 had thwarted Iranian 
attempts to procure British 
nuclear technology 

In a speech on Thursday, 
Ml Cook said MI6 and tbe 
GCHQ communications 
monitoring agency had 
“tracked Iran’s nuclear 
weapons programme, and 
have enabled us to disrupt 


Iranian attempts to procure 
British technology." 

But Mr. Mohammadi said 
Ml Cook's remarks were an 
“attempt to divert attention in 
Britain from such controver- 
sial issues as the nuclear waste 
in Georgia and the develop- 
ments in Scotland." 

A controversial consign- 
ment of uranium from the for- 
mer . Soviet republic of 
Georgia was delivered to the 
Dounreay nuclear complex in 
Scotland under heavy police 
guard on Friday. 

Ml Mohammadi also 
accused British secret services 
of supplying Israel with 
weapons technology and 
“turning the Zionist regime 
into a main threat in the 
region." 

But the spokesman made no 
mention of the reported arrest 
in Iran of a British national on 
spying charges. 

Jumbouri-Islami newspaper 


said Sunday that the Briton, 
identified as Robert Gavin, 
was arrested “recently" while 
he was filming army installa- 
tions in a military zone in 
Iran's Kurdistan region. 

He had confessed to being 
an "important" member of the 
British foreign secret service 
MI6. the paper said. 

Mr. Gavin held a tourist visa 
and said be was a journalist 
fertile BBC said the newspa- 
per, which is dose to funda- 
mentalist circles in Iran. 

During a one-week interro- 
gation, Mr. Gavin “admitted 
being involved in espionage 
activities in Iran and several 
Arab countries," it said. 

Relations between Britain 
and Iran are already strained 
over the 1989 death threat 
against British author Salman 
Rushdie over his book “The 
Satanic Verses” which the 
Islamist authorities said was 
an insult to Islam. 


Turkish troops kill 31 Kurdish 
rebels, lose three soldiers 


ISTANBUL. (AFP) — 
Turkish troops have killed 
31 Kurdish rebels and lost 
three of their own soldiers 
in fresh fighting in tbe 
south-east, the state-run 
Anatolia news agency 
reported Sunday. 

Nine rebels were cap- 
tured, Anatolia quoted 
local authorities as saying. 

The fighting was continu- 
ing in Diyarbakir, Bingol, 
Mus, Bitlis and Van 
provinces, the report said. 

The agency referred to 
the rebels os "separatist ter- 
rorists", the term used for 
members of the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK). 

On Thursday, nearly 


10,000 Turkish army 
troops and around 500 “vil- 
lage protectors” — Kurdish 
militia armed by the gov- 
ernment — began a new 
offensive against the PKK. 
which has been fighting the 
Ankara government since 
1984 for a Kurdish home- 
land. 

The army had wrapped 
up a week-long offensive 
further south in the Sirnak 
area on the Iraqi border and 
two nearby provinces on 
Tuesday. Ninety PKK 
rebels and 13 Turkish sol- 
diers were killed in that 
campaign, which involved 
nearly 7,500 army troops 
and pro-government 


Kurdish guards. According 
to new figures provided by 
the army on Saturday. 
Turkish security forces 
have killed, captured or 
otherwise "rendered inef- 
fective” a total of 39.900 
Kurdish rebels since the 
beginning of the insur- 
gency in the country's 
south-east in 1984. 

Though it was not speci- 
fied how many were killed 
and how many were 
wounded or captured 
authorities in the south-east 
said two weeks ago that 

20.000 PKK fighters had 
been killed in the 14-year 
armed conflict. 


SANAA (AP) — The British 
ambassador has asked that 
Yemeni security forces not use 
force in their attempt to free a 
British family held hostage 
here, a Yemeni government 
source said Sunday. 

Yemen has been sending 
reinforcements since Saturday 
to north-eastern Yemen — 
where English teacher David 
Mitchell, his wife Caroline and 
their 14-year-old son Ben are 
believed to be heki — in prepa- 
ration for an offensive to free 
them, said the source at tbe 
Yemeni interior ministry. He 
spoke on customary condition 
of anonymity. 

British Ambassador Victor 
Henderson met Sunday with 
Yemen's Parliament Speaker 
Abdullah A1 Ahmar and 
expressed concern that a mem- 
ber of the Mitchell family 


Libya seeks 
Saudi support to 
end 6-year-old 
sanctions 

RIYADH (AP) — In a sur- 
prise visit, a Libyan envoy 
met with Saudi King Fabd 
seeking Saudi Arabia's sup- 
port for lifting UN. sanctions 
against Libya, a Libyan diplo- 
mat said Sunday. 

At Saturday's meeting, 
Jumaa A1 Fazzanl Libya's 
minister for Arab Unity, also 
gave King Fahd a letter from 
Libyan President Muammar 
Qadbafi, tbe agency said. The 
contents were not disclosed. 

Mr. A1 Fazzani was to return 
home Sunday, die diplomat 
said. He spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

Libya has repeatedly 
scorned the oil-rich Gulf king- 
dom for being ““colonised” by 
the United States. Saudi 
Arabia is a major American 
ally in the Gulf and allows 
U.S. yoaps to be based on its 
soil. 

The functions were imposed 
in 1992 tody to force Libya to 
surrender two men suspected 
in the 1988 bombing of a Pan 
Ara passenger jet over 
Lockerbie, Scotland. 


could get hurt if security forces 
attacked the kidnappers’ hide- 
out said die source. 

Tbe Mitchells are being held 
somewhere near the town of 
Knoum, 160 km north-east of 
the capital Sanaa. Last week, 
government hoops cordoned 
off the area to keep the kidnap- 
pers from moving the family. 

Negotiations for the release 
of the hostages, who were 
abducted April 17, have stalled 
because the kidnappers are 
insisting on a ransom. But the 
government is refusing to pay 
the undisclosed amount of ran- 
som because it does not want 
to appear to be giving in to tbe 
abductors' demands so as not 
to dnoourage more kidnap- 
pings. 

Ml Henderson told Ml A1 
Ahmar that Britain agreed with 
Yemen's refusal to pay ransom 


but insisted on trying to free the 
hostages through continued 
negotiations, said tbe source. 
The Britons’ release had 
appeared imminent. Thursday 
when Yemeni President AU 
Abdullah Saleh said Ins gov- 
ernment had negotiated their 
freedom. 

The Mitchells were kid- 
napped by five tribesmen from 
the Bam Dhabyan tribe while 
travelling from the peat city of 
Aden to Sanaa, where Mrs. 
Mitchell and Beu were to catch 
a flight home. They were in 
\emea for tbe Easter holiday. 
Ml Mitchefl. 48, teaches 
English at the British Council 
in'Adeny ■■ ' : *•' • ■•i** 1 

On 1 Thursday, Ml Mitchell 
sent a letter to Yemeni authori- 
ties through the British 
Embassy, saying they were 
being treated well He also 


appealed to the Yemeni gov- 
ernment to get them freed 
quickly. 

In addition to the ransom, tbe 
kidnappers have also demand- 
ed that the go v e rnme nt build 
more toads in their north-east- 
ern Dhamar province. Also, 
they want the government to 
return a four-wheel drive vehi- 
cle that was seized from them 
last month. Large swaths of 
Yemen are virtually lawless 
and ruled by tamed tribesmen 
who kidnap foreigners to 
demand money or press for 
concessions from the govern- 
ment. The hostages are rarely 
harmed and are often treated as 
guests. 

Tbe government announced 
late last year that it was step- 
ping up security for tourists, 
but the kidnappings have con- 
tinued. 


Peace Bloc rejects Israeli state 
jubilee funding conditions 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli government panel 
organising Israel's 50th 
anniversary celebrations 
reluctantly agreed to fund 
an event organised by a 
left-wing peace movement, 
but the group on Sunday 
rejected conditions 

attached to the grant 

Under strong pressure 
from Israel's supreme 
court, the jubilee commit- 
tee decided at a meeting 
late Saturday to give 

554,000 to the Peace Bloc 
to organise a rally on 
Thursday night the 
anniversary of Israel’s cre- 
ation according to the 
Hebrew calendar. 

But the committee presi- 
dent, Doron Shmueli, a 
right-wing nationalist and 
ally of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, insisted the 
funds could only be used to 
finance an event “of a 
national and not a political 
nature” and which “focus- 
es on the positive and not 
the negative.” 


The Peace Bloc lodged a 
protest in the supreme 
court Sunday against the 
conditions but toe appeal 
was turned down and the 
group subsequently 

declined the money. 

“These conditions are 
humiliating, we refuse to 
accept the government 
funds," said Naftali Raz, a 
spokesman for die group, 
one of the more left-wing 
factions in the Israeli peace 
movement. 

Mr. Raz said the Peace 
Bloc would organise its 
own counter-demonstra- 
tion Thursday at the con- 
struction site of a contro- 
versial new Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

The supreme court had 
strongly criticised Mr. 
Shmueti’s committee for 
refusing to give money to 
peace groups even though 
it provided militant Jewish 
settlers in the West Bank 
city of Hebron with. 
$100,000 to organise a 
jubilee celebration. 


Mr. Shmueli also decided 
over the weekend to 
include references to 
Rabin in the programme 
for the main jubilee event 
to be held Thursday 
evening in Jerusalem. 

The movement A Whole 
Generation for Peace bead- 
ed by Rabin’s son Yuval 
called last week for a boy- 
cott of the ceremony 
because it made no refer- 
ence to Rabin's peace lega- 
cy or his November 1995 
murder by a right-wing 
Jewish militant 

Rabin’s family accuses 
Mr. Netanyahu of con- 
tributing to a fierce cam- 
paign of anti-government 
and anti-peace demonstra- 
tions which led up to the 
assassination. 

Mr. Netanyahu was elect- 
ed to power in May 1996 
on a platform to slow down 
or halt the Oslo peace 
process launched with the 
Palestinians by Rabin's 
Labour government. 


First Dog, role 
model worldwide 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The White House puppy is 
now a role model for pets all 
over- the world thanks to 
President Bill Clinton's 
sense of social responsibility 
and a couple of snips from a 
ve terinarian. “The president, 
believing it was the responsi- 
ble thing to do, arranged to 
have Buddy neutered last 
weekend," announced White 
House spokesman Michael 
McCurry. The chocolate 
Labrador Clinton got in 
December actually doesn't 
get a chance to run around 
much, but McCurry said ani- 
mal advocates wanted 
Buddy to set an example 
because millions of unwant- 
ed pets are euthanised every 
year. “Buddy is happy and 
doing well and is still very 
much an affectionate dog," 
he said, adding however that 
the vet preferred to “remain 
anonymous.” 

Banderas to star 
in Ataturk film 

ANKARA (AP) — Spanish 
film idol Antonio Banderas 
has been tapped to star in a 
movie about Kemal Ataturk, 
die founder of modem 
Turkey. Banderas accepted 
the role alter reading the 
script based on a 1964 book 
by British historian Lord 
Kinross, Turkey's Milliyet 
newspaper reported. The late 
Sir Lawrence Olivier's 
movie producer son, Taiquin 
Olivier, is heading the pro- 
ject 

German First 
Lady declared 
‘cook of tbe year’ 

FRANKFURT (AFP) — 
German President Roman 
Herzog's wife, Chrisriane. 
has been declared the coun- 
try's “cook of the year,” 
receiving a $55,000 prize for 
publishing a book of family 
recipes. Tbe cash, however, 
is only the cream on the pud- 
ding for the German first 
lady, who has already seen 

300,000 copies of her “Guest 
at Chrisriane Herzog's 
Home” sold since it came out 
in 1996 and has been the star 
of a television series showing 
her cooking her stovetop 
wonders. Perhaps already 
well-fed from her other rev- 
enue streams, Herzog has 
promised that the prize 
money will go to charity. 

New York’s 
mayor gets 
photography show 

NEW YORK (AP) — New 
York City Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani has begun a second 
career — photographer. The 
mayor's handiwork, includ- 
ing shots at City Hall, from a 
police helicopter and at a 
water main break, go bn 
exhibit next month at the 
Leica Gallery in Greenwich 
Village. The gallery will 
show 23 of the mayor’s pho- 
tos from May 8 to June 13 
and will sell 50 prints, all 
signed by tbe mayor, for 
$500. The money will go to 
New Yorkers for Children. 
Giuliani, 53, has said he's 
working on a children's book 
called “What Will You Be?” 


Holocaust survivors recall less-than-warai reception in Israel back to rapping 


TEL AVIV (AP) — When it 
was over, the survivors of 
the Holocaust found them- 
selves alone and in tatters 
among the ruins of Eastern 
Europe. Many came to 
Israel, to be with the Jews 
who were building a state, a 
safehouse. 

But the welcome they 
expected was not what they 
got. 

Jewish pioneers fighting 
for independence in pre- 
state Palestine were preoc- 
cupied with survival and 
had little time for compas- 
sion. 

The veterans were busy 
creating a new image of the 
rugged Israeli as farmer and 
fighter, and the survivors, 
often pale and emaciated 


from years in Nazi camps, 
didn’t fit the mould. 

"It was a time when Israel 
was in a mood of looking 
down at everything that was 
Jewish, especially what was 
considered Jewish weak- 
ness,” said Israeli historian 
Tom Segev, who has written 
several books on the impact 
of the Holocaust on Israeli 
society. 

Survivors were often 
called “sabon,” or soap, a 
direct reference to one of 
the items the Nazis made 
from victims’ bodies, said 
Danny Brora, director of 
research at AMCHA, a sur- 
vivors’ support group. 

On the eve of the coun- 
try’s 50th anniversary later 
rhi*s month, many arc paus- 


ing to take a deeper look at 
the experience of the 
Holocaust survivors — 
children without parents, 
wives without husbands, 
fathers without sons — - who 
poured into the new state, 

Many came alone and 
were sent to communal 
farms or state-run boarding 
schools. While the young 
state did what it could to 
ensure physical survival, it 
was not ready to help heal 
the wounds. 

Mr. Brom said many of 
the survivors didn't speak 
about their terrible experi- 
ences then, in part because 
they were busy finding 
jobs, getting married and 
having children. “People 
were involved in building 


new lives,” he said. 

Sbosbana Farago, 64, who 
immigrated as an 11-year- 
old girl in 1945, three 
months after being liberated 
from the Beigen-Belseo 
concentration camp in 
Germany, recalled a sense 
of shame. 

‘.'It was embarrassing then 
to be- a survivor. We were 
ashamed and treated badly,” 
Mrs. Farago, a grandmother 
of five, said, tears welling 
in her clear blue eyes. “All 
they kept asking us was 
'How we could go like 
lambs to the slaughter?”’ 

For Mrs. Farago and her 
sister Sara Atzmon — who 
was 13 when rescued from 
Bergen-Belsen — it was 
decades before thev could 


openly confront their pasL ; 

“We never talked about it 
at home. I didn’t have the 
strength to tell my own chil- 
dren that I was a survivor" 
Mrs. Atzmon, 66, said at the 
opening of a Tel Aviv ait 
show focusing on her mem- 
ories of the camp. “One day 
they just overheard me 
telling a housekeeper about 
the war, that’s how they 
knew." 

Mrs. Farago said she and 
her husband Mordechai, 
who survived Buchenwald, 
only recently began partici- 
pating in the ann ual 
Holocaust Memorial Day. 
“For many many years we 
just couldn’t watch the TV, 
it brought back too much 
pain.” ‘•he vaid. 


. During the 24-hour com- 
memoration — this year it 
began at sundown 
Wednesday — businesses, 
- restaurants and theatres 
close down, the nation 
stands in silence during a 
two^miniite siren: and TV 
stations broadcast pro- 
grammes ' about' the 
Holocaust in whichsix mil- 
lion Jews perished. 

Only in recent years, as 
the country, matured and -the 
threats to its existence less- 
ened, have Israelis begun to 
look more openly at the 
Holocaust 

The survivors, who num- 
ber about 360,000 today, 
became heroes of a differ- 
ent sort: Benny Navon, a 
child at Auschwitz, became 


Israel's ambassador to 
Germany; Zvi EyaL, a child 
survivor from Holland, 
became chief of surgery at 
Jerusalem’s Hadassah hos- 
pital; Meir Lau, 
Bucbenwald’s youngest 
survivor, is Israel’s chief 
rabbi. 

Mrs. Atzmon became an 
army soldier and later mar- 
ried, fanning with her hus- 
band and putting her memo- 
ries on canvas. For her, 
Israel is synonymous with 
the word “life." 

T have forgiven the state 
for the way it treated us," 
she said. ‘There was so 
much going on then, and 
even today, no one can truly 
understand wbat we went 
through.” 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Rapper-actor-director Ice 
Cube wants to gel back to 
what got him there. “What I 
love is rap music," he says in 
the May issue of The Source 
magazine. TVs what I’ve 
been doing since I was 14 
years old." The former mem- 
ber of N.WA has never 
stopped rapping, despite a 
him to acting that includes 
appearances in such films as 
“Boyz N the Hood," “Higher 
Learning" and “Anaconda.” 
He recently made hi s direc- 
torial debut wife “The 
Players .CUib” “Hip hop 
• gives me the freedom that 
movies will never give me,” 
he said. “With movies 
you’ve got so many suits 
putting their two cents in." 








